
 

Student educates others about autism 
 
In honor of National Autism Awareness Month, we are highlighting the talent of one of our students with autism, Brandon 
Baluyot. A WHS student and participant in the Real Life Experiences about Community and Home (REACH) program, he has 
worked hard to educate his classmates about autism. Brandon has written poems, presented information to students on 
autism and helped conduct an "Autism Awareness Week" at WHS. This year, he again wrote a poem: 
 
AUTISM IS; AUTISM IS NOT... 
 
Autism is... 
what people say is weird. 
always a mystery in life. 
all about being safe and sound. 
sad days at times when others don't understand really what is going on. 
wondering what is happening with my brain. 
quickly increasing in numbers everywhere. 
always wishing there was a way to use my mouth to talk. 
quite a strange way to live. 
waiting for someone to say they care about you. 
appearing dumb to people but actually being very smart. 
trying to get people to understand that I am intelligent. 
wishing I were a person who was a really awesome friend to someone. 
trying to be someone I am not so that people will take me seriously. 
an illusion of what we think and feel and wish for. 
a pretty awful thing to have all your life. 
a patient person who tries a lot to be a normal person but really is not. 
a quickly debilitating disorder that can really be a pain in the butt. 
a lot of appearing to be happy but not always that way. 
 
Autism is not... 
a tall tale. 
a trivial matter. 
a race against time or a waiting game. 
quickly assumed to be a party at all. 
easily understood. 
a waste of time to read about. 
a rare occurrence anymore. 
only a wave of a disorder but a true disorder of the mind. 
a reason to be afraid to live your life. 
a way of life for an average person. 
something I would wish on someone else. 
always what it seems at all. 
a simple thing to explain to other people. 
a part time disorder, but very full time. 
assured to be a lot of fun.   
a terrible way to live if you are as positive as possible. 
a crazy person's disorder, just a wondrous mystery in life. 
 
One of the programs that supports students with autism, the REACH program helps students learn about the shared 
responsibilities necessary for independence in post-high school and work settings.  
 


