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Heritage Presbyterian Church Lives Mission Without and Within 

 
Connie Fellows shares this report on Heritage Presbyterian Church’s Water Service 
and Ribe Water Project: 
 
All who thirst, come to the water! 
Come all who are weary;  
Come, all who yearn for forgiveness. 
Drink deeply of the living waters. 
 
Congratulations to all of Heritage Church who “Hit the Road” in January and 
February of this year to share one of our mission areas, Water for the Ribe Water 
Project in Kenya. As stated in our mission statement, “Heritage members are 
committed to service. We celebrate God's activity in the projects we undertake and 
support activities and attitudes that emphasize making a difference in the world.” 
 
We did make a difference by raising $1552, which will turn into $3,104 for the 
Ribe Water Project, when matched by Carroll University. The water tanks range in 
price from $250-$350 apiece. That could mean six to ten new water tanks for a small 
village in Kenya. As we learned in our service, that is life-changing for the people in 
Ribe who will now have close access to clean water. Something that we take for 
granted will now be available in Ribe without walking for hours. And it will be clean 
and safe.  
 
It was a delight to visit three different congregations and share one of the gifts 
of our Heritage congregation, the gift of sharing God’s words through music, drama, 
and beauty. We were blessed to have experienced the joy and meaningfulness of the 
Montreat services in North Carolina and each of the churches that we visited really 
appreciated all the meaning, the drama, the music, the beauty, and most importantly 
the mission of this.  
 
Each Sunday, and two Saturday mornings, a group of over 20 Heritage 
members worked together, and it was a lot of work, to present this message to a 
new group of people in a new space. There was equipment to be moved, music to be 
learned, actions to be coordinated, a sanctuary to be beautified, words to be heard, 
and the list goes on. It took time and cooperation, but I think that those of us who 
participated in the process took great joy and a feeling of accomplishment home 
with us on those Sunday afternoons.  
 
Thanks to all who participated! Thanks to Carroll University for matching our 
donations. Thanks to Heritage for supporting this dream! Thanks to the churches 



who invited us into their homes! And thanks to God for giving us this purpose and 
mission at Heritage!  
 
Peace, 
Connie Fellows 
 
According to Michelle Henrichs, who is the interim pastor at Heritage: “this 
summary was written after a group from Heritage went to Montreat. It was written 
as a youth service with the joint purpose of raising money for clean water cisterns in 
Ribe, Kenya. Along with being a mission of Carroll College, it also had a special 
meaning for Heritage. In the year before, they had found out their well was 
contaminated.  Other than for coffee, all drinking water at Heritage has been 
bottled. While we have it delivered to our door (not an extreme hardship), it gave 
the congregation a special bond with the people of Ribe. It made the mission more 
personal.” 
 
From the annual report for Heritage, Michelle shares these thoughts: “2015 was a 
significant year for Heritage Presbyterian Church.  Without a pastor for seven 
months, you continued to be an active community of faith. During this time, you 
engaged in conversation about where God is calling Heritage next.  You continued to 
work through the issues related to the well while also looking forward.  You 
continued to worship, teach Sunday School, serve in mission, and nurture your 
relationships with one another. This is a testimony to the quality of your leadership 
and the strength of your relationship with one another. None of this is easy work, 
but Heritage ends 2015 stronger than we began it. 

“With thanksgiving I honor everything and everyone that has brought us to this 
place and celebrate the certain hope that when we seek God’s Kingdom and 
righteousness, God will indeed respond.” 
 
Congratulations to Heritage for looking outside their walls, supporting a water 
mission for our brothers and sisters far from their home, even while they were 
facing contaminated water problems within their walls.  
 
Submitted by Donna Holmes 
Communications Associate 
dholmes@pbymilwaukee.org  


