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Lancaster-Fairfield Community Action Agency dedicates Rutherford House  

FAIRFIELD COUNTY – In late 2004, Lancaster-

Fairfield Community Action Agency (LFCAA) was 

awarded the bid to purchase the 25-acre campus of the 

former Fairfield County Children’s Home, which has 

been home to the agency since 1984. Shortly after that, 

wheels were set in motion to outline a campus 

development plan that would further the agency’s mission 

and sustain the site’s legacy of serving struggling 

Fairfield County families for generations to come. The Rutherford House supportive housing 

concept was born and on June 4, 2015, alongside over 100 community members, residents, 

project partners and supporters, LFCAA celebrated its successful completion with a dedication 

and ribbon cutting ceremony.  

The Fairfield County Children’s Home campus was placed on the National Registry of Historic 

Places in 2009. The Rutherford House project rehabilitated the former four-story orphanage 

building, the Superintendence’s Residence and the first floor of the Auxiliary Building. Now a 

16-unit permanent supportive housing facility, Rutherford House has continued the original 

intent of the buildings constructed between 1883 and 1886—housing and caring for low-income 

children—by housing families with special needs who are formerly homeless or at critical risk of 

becoming homeless. Within the six weeks of opening its doors in December 2014, Rutherford 

House was at capacity and serving families on the campus of LFCAA with direct access to 

supports including case management, early childhood programs, adult education, financial 

literacy, food, housewares and clothing pantries and much more.  

LFCAA hosted elected officials, board members, partners, funders, residents, volunteers, staff 

and community members to dedicate Rutherford House to its namesakes, the late Edward and 

Maxine Rutherford, former superintendent and matron of the Fairfield County Children’s Home. 

Among the guests present were Fairfield County Commissioners Mike Kiger and David Levacy, 

Lancaster Mayor David Smith, State Representative Tim Shaffer and State Senator Troy 

Balderson. Special presentations from the 

offices of U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown and 

U.S. Congressman Steve Stivers were 

included among guest speakers from Ohio 

Housing Finance Agency, Federal Home Loan 

Bank of Cincinnati, AEP Ohio Community 

Assistance Program, AEP Foundation, 

Fairfield County Foundation and project 

partners Fairfield Homes, Inc., Fairfield 

Metropolitan Housing Authority and Architect 

Thomas Poulton.  

### 

Columbus Dispatch: Rutherford House provides help for homeless families in Lancaster 

To learn more about LFCAA, please visit their websites at www.faircaa.org and 

www.fairfieldrecycles.org.   

https://youtu.be/rQNs73heANc
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2015/06/04/help-for-homeless-families.html
http://www.faircaa.org/
http://www.fairfieldrecycles.org/

