Books from the Archives, Episode 5 -
Using our records to solve a mystery

Contributed by Terry Badger, Deputy State Archivist

From time-to-time we receive, or purchase,
publications about some aspect of
Washington history to use for reference in
the Research Room. We especially try to
get works where the authors used the State
Archives as a resource in their research.
During a recent event attended by the
State Archivist, he was handed an excellent
history of the Bartell drugstore chain written
by Phil Dougherty and the staff at
HistoryLink.

While thumbing through the book and
reading the authors Note on Sources, | noticed that our Digital Archives was
used as a source. In fact, the author mentioned that the website provided
some personal history information and even a surprise or two, specifically
George Bartell’s first marriage to Mary Heaney in 1892.

Of course, | had to look up this part of the book to see how the records were
used. Dougherty discusses the marriage, where they lived, where Mary Heaney
was born and when she immigrated to the United States. Dougherty then states
that little else is known about the marriage, including how and when it ended,
though it had to have been sometime in the early 1900s.

This of course meant | had a mystery on my hands and that | had to find out
what happened! With a little internet searching we found an image of the
December 30, 1902, edition of The Seattle Star, posted by the Washington State
Library to the Chronicling America website of the Library of Congress (thank you
Washington State Library!). One of the articles in this edition was titled “Mrs.
Bartell Seeks Divorce.”

From here we went to the King County Civil Case Files in our custody and found
the Decree granting the divorce on January 3, 1903. While there were several
charges leveled during the divorce proceedings, the final finding basically



http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87093407/1902-12-30/ed-1/seq-4/

divided the property in half.
Mrs. Heaney was granted the
property in the Jones’
Supplemental Plat and $3,000
to be paid out over a two-
year period, while Mr. Bartell
received all of the furnishings,
the property in Terry’s First
Edition, and the drug store of
course.

Thanks to Phil Dougherty and
HistoryLink for providing me
with a fun little research project and being able to solve a small mystery! If you
are interested in learning about the Bartell story, please visit Historylink.org.



http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=9302

IN T;OI SUPKRIOR COURT OF KING COUNTY WASFINGTOR,

|

TR T T T R R R I R

MARY W. PARTELL, .

Plethtife, v
SVE=-
ARORAE M, PARTKLL,
| CROWM P L=L T "N T,
Defendant. e

P T L T I R R I )

|
Tomee now|ike pleintiff and complaining of the defendant

al!spes ant states!--

wlm
That plathtiff and defendent intermarried one with the
otler on the 27th, day of June 1892, andever eince have teen ahd are now

nisi-and and wife., Tiat there are nc chiidren of said marriege, That

platntify bas always oconjducted rerself towerd deferdant &s a loving and

fuit! ) wife should,
i wIIl- Y

That the 'plaintiff wmd defondm t are now residents of the
Btate of Washington u.d"or King Oounty and have been guch for many Yyears
last yaat, Ak 1A jrdadiy oy Pl A0 U Miayf A

< / r I1Ts

“Por first cauee Of mction plaintiff states:~ That the
defondunt nlu-.;us). woll able #o to do .as herefnafter nated.; has neglect=
od mud refused to ciake u! proviefon whatsoever for this plaintiff and
haws forced her-to live ypon her own exortions and the mssistence of
frienda o Toiat he ro!i‘u-u to pay her bills or to furnish her u.rq means
vhatscever witl which to live . That heretofere plaintiff and defendant

sore 1ving sl reepd houge in tre City of Seattle, owning the fur=~
pAng ;




niture thersin. That this plaintiff left the City of Seattle J‘or a

ehort visit and during her abasence the said defendant rented gaid prom
perty furnished, and ever since 'ae rxept same rented and refuses to make

any jrevielon for this platetiff or to provide yher iy place viere she
¥

can live,

Por a second ground of devorce plaintiff states:~- That the
defar«init T as bLeen gullty of using toward this plaint iff 1-erqul in=-
dignities, re:derisy her 1ife bur .ensome ir thie, to~wit:~~ That defend-
Wit Yem called thiw [ Iaintife W&W:.‘m& and has vsed to her bad
epitiets wndhas at tin-s styruck p-'.';:r'.tiff, and acovesed plaint_irf of not

cenlucting ) erself properly with other parties wsowpswity,

.

e a third cnmse of aotlon jlalnt{ff states: Trat the charee
cter, dieponsition, lires and Jlelikes of glaintiff and defendant are dise
similar, That neitier y1aintiff or defandent ars hwyyy in thelr heme
life. Tiat thalr tespers are incompatible and their désires and wishes do
not agres. That dafandant {a wholly wrapped up in his b siness arfairs
And [erauites Trat oftan and for yemrs at a time during thelr -'m‘rio;L

\l:ro, delfandant didnot spend any tlne w atsoever wiil this plaintife,
tut woull leave i-ar“:\lono af thelr home, defendant not returaing to his
héna until twelve or ons 0alock at night and leaving earlyonext morning,
and s aenting himself continuously from plaintiff.

That | laintiff and defendant gradually grew apart £rsm one 'from
Litm ot or aii for years have had nothing iu common wit!. ench other.  That
plalntiff and defendant cannot longer live together ae married man and

_Wife In tnat degree of feliloity und happiness which ehould characterize

auihs A union,
VI~

~

Tint at l.\:a time &ide plaintiff and defendant interawrried,




[
plnl\t?ff ‘s ddefandant were possessed of very little property. 'Dotonda.nt
ovning & small drug store eituated on one pf the outer streets of
Seattle, andprobmbly worth a few hundresd dollars; while plalntitt ownsd
& plano wnd some nt-er small thingss That the sald piano 60 owned by
platntiff at that tine (e still owned by plaintiff anddefondarté That 1t
constitites & part of the household firmiture which defendant has do-
#rived platntiff of and hae rented out as abov~ stated, That eince the
time of the marriage of plaintirr anddefendm t, these parties have
acavmulated by their !olnt efforgs a large quantity of propertys That
Lhny now own one coertain drug store conelnting of a full, ﬂomplbte and
ver, extensive line of druge and drug articles, stituated and kept at that
cartuin Llace xnown as 506 Second Avenus, Seattle, Weshington. |

That the ronnonabloAvaluo nf gald businees and said stock of mer-
thand ine on hand Ia the aum of Trventy Thousand Dollars,

That in additlen thereto plaintiff anddefendant hawe aoquifod certain

antats situsted on Seventnh Avenue and Cherry Street, known as the

alghty (60) feet of Lot 5 Block 56 of Terry's Pirst Additlon to the

» of Seattle, . i ;

Tint waid pPojorty was acquired durtng the married life of plasntifre

and defendant and was pald for by ssid defandant £rom the proceeds earn~

ed during nald time, That shortly after sald property waes acquired ’

pInlntiff veomiee of tie untruthfulness and fracdulent representations

of defendant and without any eause considsration vhatsoever, mgde, exeocutd

od Andpollvorod €0 defendant a deed or contraot conveying away to said
|
defandant her cowdinity {Aterest in and to paid porperty.

That in addition thereto there is now standing in the nane of dew
fendant, title to certaln real préperty acquired by plaintife duﬁ}n; '
the married life herein stated, and with the progeeds thorofru;tho
eArnings nado durlng satd time certain property looated in tho State of

-

Toxas -hloh or great value, to-wit two hundred and ‘twenty aorea in

|




Brazonia County Texas, a more complete desoription being not knovmby
plaiatiff; and also ten acres located within a few miles of the oity
limite of the Olity of Wuston Texas, & more complete degoription of this
addo 1o not known, Tiat the value of Lhese two pleces of préperty is at
least ten thousand dollars, and the value of the real estate herein above

described baing the portion eof tre Lot in Teery's Pirst Addition is of

the reasonatls values of Twelve Thousaand Dollars. That in sddition thereto
plaintiff and defendm t own the household furniture hereinabove stated
wvhich le reaonadbly sorth the sum of Pive Nundred Dollare.
VIl

Trat defendant 1a engaged in the business of druggist and is a
strung heawlthy nun nnd {s earning and has been earning large suma of
money monthly. That the mmount of defendant'es income from said property
hhreinabove stated, 1o at least 5ix Fundred Dollars per month. That
irrempective of this large incame which defendant has, he refusea to pay
or furnish thie plalntiff anything whatsoever with which to live or any
ylsce whatsoever whoere she can live,

-VIII~

Plalntiff further states. That the deferdant has been and is
now dlaposing of hia property in such manner s¢ aa to prevent this plain-
tire .rrom acquiring any 6t‘mo, and #o0 as to defeat plnx:ntlrf" Just right
in and to her prsportionate part taereof, Thut he ia contemplating and
proparing to transfer all of sanid property to soias tRird persof or core
poration far tha ﬁxxr;oul of placing it beyond the control off this 4
Court and for the purpose of tangling it up so that the pux:njxrt will
be dofeated from acquiring her Jjust rights in and to said property,

Tiat defendant now olalms wrongfully and untruthfully, that he is in-

| 2
volved finanolally and that he oves large sums of money, but u’nid olaims

ars not correot. The sl d defendant being worth at least the sum of

Thirty Thousmid Dollars fres and olesr of all indebtedness or every kind
l

-




vhateoever, That in addition to the property hereinabove stated, defend=
ant la possessed of a large sum of money, warrante, bonds and uouriuu'
the exact amomnt and charmcter 4f which is unknown to thia plaintife,
WHERRPORR Plaintirf fraye:-
Pirst., That the honde of matrimony bLe disolved and that plaintire

be released of and from all obligations from dor %,'of every kind and
. /e 71
oharaater vhc.tnoovor;"’ ""‘/" ("'”///' . ice

Senond, “I‘hnt the property andoomnunity interests of plaintifrsr and

» St sn 1"’/(;’;'

defendant be ad'usted by this Court and that Flaintiff be mwarded gluch
dis and | roportionats part therpof as to the consclence of the Oourt may
8oxa Just and A8 ey be proper,

Third, Tiat an Injudnction fasue out of thias CQourt enjoining and
resiraining the matd iefendnnt from selling, conveving or disposing of
anr of him properiy *hatsoever, or frem placing any lien or incumbrance
sliatsoever on e,

Pourthn, Tr:nl the deed to the property situsted on Seventh and
Cherry Streeta in the Oity of Svattle, andspoken of as the ‘west elghty
feet of Lot 5 Bleck 56 of Toerry's Pirst Addition to the City of Snttlo,
be vacated, set aside and held for navght and that plaintiff be glven
and deareed her trus a:td!oorroct intereat in and to saldproperty andher
righte .thereto be preserved,

Pifen, That a recetver be nppointed fer said drug store with
pover uud authority to run and o nduct same in the manner provided by
law, and under the ordera of this Oourt, so that the samne mgr be pre-
#erved and the bue iness protected until the interests of both plaintiff
and defendant are deu-tod thereunto pertaining, .,

Bixth, That thia Court order and direot the said defendant to pay
" inte tho reoglatery ol‘ this Oourt as temporary alimony a remaonabla un,
to-wit: thw sum of One Thonsand Dollars for the support or plaintire duﬁ |
ing the pendsnoy of “thie wit, and such further monthly alimomy for the ‘




support of plaint iff‘:.:ho hearing and deterninattion of this sult as to
the Court may seem Just; and that defendant he further required to. pay
into the Clerk of thim Court a reasonadle Bun, to-wit: One Thousand
Doliare as attormers and counsel fesa ro;- the plaintiff, and for the use
and benefit of plaintiff in the preparation and trial of this canse; and
that upon final hearing such further sum be avarded and directed as to
the Court may seem just and proper; and that such disposition finally be
made of the property of plaintiff and defendant se to the Court may meem

proper, and for all other relief which is proper andjust.
l-‘f 1A (“ PIAA L l'( A

. \/'{ : r \4)" ,'v-f""" .l:[“

- -

A'itornoy- for Plaintiff,

State of Washington, ) _
‘ B8,
County of Xing. ) '
Mary W. Bartell being flrst duly sworn on oath dopo-u' anrd

eays, I am the plaintiff above named., I have read the foregoing Come

plaint know the contents thereof .and helieve the sams to be trie,.

4[&.’.’2,/['.-
S8ubsaribed and avorn t& before me thﬁ 2 4 dey of December, 1502,
) i

rd '.) /V / "
St/ 1O Ka g0 Lo
Notary Public in and for King Oounty,
reaiding at Seattle, Washingtons

|
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I¥ THE SUPERIOR 0OURT OF KING! COUNTY,
STATR OF WASHINGTON,
NEPARTMENT MO, ...

MARY ¥. BARTELY, .. : E5i
Plaintic~,:
el Tt : =:PIRDINGS OF PACT AND CONCLU-
OBORGR i1, 'WARTRLL, i -SIONS OF LAW,:w

0% THIS W N....  day of January, 1903, this cnise eoming
on =amlarly for t=ial on rhe issuss made by the eomplaint and an-
aver harein filed, tha jlainti®f appearing in person and by her
attornays, ani taa defendant arpearing also by his attorneys: Now,
afinar naearing ail tha avidence 17 this case and-the argument of
ecunsal, ani helng fully advisaed i the rromises, the Court finds
the following !

ST INNDNINAN OF PANLT NR-

lst. That the plaintiff and defendant herein have been,
fo~ mo“s than ten (10) years last past, ~esidents of King Cocunty,
Yaahin~ton.

%n4. That on the 27th of June, 1892, in Seattle, Wash-

intton, rlainti®f and defandant were married, and ever sinece said
Hate Jiava heen, and now ara, hushand and wife.

. 3rd. That there are no ehildren, lssue of Lhe marriage
u® [ lainti®f and defendant,

Ath. That plaintiff ard defondant own rthe following
rasl jroperty, situatod in Xing founty, Waeningion, to-wit: The
¥ast nineteen (19) faet of the east one-half of lot twelve (12)
of Topmes' "urplemental Plat of Bloek eleven (11) of Furke's Second
Addition Lo the ity of Seattle;, also, the westarly eighty (80)
raey . f lot five (5} in Floek fifty-aix (56) of Terry's First
444ivtion to the City of Seattle. That said 'Arties are the owners
of tho Arug store, stoek of drugs and fixtures connected therewith,
situsted at 506 Second Avenue, in Seattls, Washington, and also,
of tha household goode contained in the flat lately occupied by
#aid ‘ariies in Seattle, Was ington, together with other personal
prorarity, of more or lass value. .

5th. That: defandant has refused to make suitable pro-
vision for Lha support of his family, although angly able to do so,
and the Court {s satisfied that the parties to this action can no

longer live together harpily. : ﬂ,{/{[j(
: AR//EP




-

e Y

g ihe
e
And from the foregoing findings of fact, the Court makes
tie following: [

2 ONA~ALUSIONS OF L AW -

lat. That the plaintiff is entitled to a deeree, divore-
ing hor frm the defemant, and dissolving absolutely the bonds of
matrimony nov existing between her and the defendant.

2nd. Por a deerse, dividing and distribdbuting theiprop-
arty, raal and personal, owned by them, and more fally set fgorth
in the findings of faet herein. :

NDONE IX OPRR NOURT, JUDGE
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IE THR SUPRRIOR FOIRT OF KING COUNTY,

STATR OF TASHINGTON,
NEPARTMFXT RO, ...

: Ir"-(‘lé'
Ha ¢ .
0. sfovesy

RART®RLL, .
Plaintire,:
el D
FARTRLYL, ..
Dafendant.

UN TULS Wtis.ee day of January, 1903, this casse cominy
on #arilarly 2= trial, tha ylaintife arpearing ir rarson and by
Rear a4 to"naye, nd the 4a‘endant Appearing 11so 5y his aitorneys,
itha “auet having heard the avidenee in tha case and tha sTguments
of enunsely and Yeing ®ully advised in the [=emiecs, and having
r17791 Ly find8nge of faet and eontlun:one Gf lav harein, doth:

NRANER, ATNIUNGE A" "RURZR:  That the honds of matrimony
10”elafire and rov axiating hetwean VARY W, maARTKL), laintifr, amd
GRORGR M. A4HTKLL, Nafendant, ha, and t'ie aam8 ars, nereby dis-
sulvad, nod eaeh of said parties f{a ahsolutaly froed and dis-
d:avrad from ny duries or o%hligations whatever , one 10 the aoth-

ar hy redaun 0of thal* marringe.

IT [® “URTUER ORNKREN: That tha fartics nereto are,
and, aash 0f thm. is, nerehy yroiihited from eontracting marriage
*L1h any third ) «rson or persons for tha ;eriod of s1x (4} months
Fraom thw dats 0f entry 0of this deeree.

T EVIFT, aeting under an agramment o sattlament af
tha frona=ly ristts 0f the rarties to this suit, ard dcaming the s@ng
to Ya juat and equitable, having regard tou the =ewraptive marite
G® tha 1ard s, and through and hy whom the arty wans aequired,
israhy makas the following disyosition of =il jroperty owned
by plaint1ff and defandant:

The waet nineteen (19) faet of the cazt one-l:1f of lot
twelve /17) of Jones' Sujplemantal Plat of Zloeck elaven (11) of
urka'sw Taennd Addition to the fiiy o® “eattie, in Fin- Tounty,
Tae'iagion, tosether with all bulldings 1nd irprovements on the
nama, standing of reeord in | laintiff'e name in the Auditor's of-
fiee of sndd Kirg founty, ie hereby granted ylainti”f as her
pols and separate propsrty, freed and cleared fram any coppmnity
or othar inlerest whie¢h defendant may have therein; and the de~
fandant is hevahy directed 1o make proper conveyanea by quit-
elaim deed, or orthervise, of any interaest he ray have in aaid prop-
erLy, to the plaintiff, t0 earry into a"faet the provisions of
this dec*se in reference to Lhe property afuresaid.

It is hereby further ordarad and dacreed: That defend-
ant pay o plaintiff, as her gole and separats  fundas, the sum of

v
;
)
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Throe thousand dollars ($3,000.) in manner following: Fifteen
windrad 4oilars (41500 ) in eauh; five “undraed dollars ($500.)

in 4iwt (5) months, fiva hundred dcilare (£5:0.) in sixteen

{16) munthe, and five hundred dcllars ($500,) in twxo years from
the date yoreaf, wvith no interest on any of the Aeferred payments,;
and thé de”andant is harehy directed o exeente an’ deliver to

the jiainti®f his thrrea eartaln Trumissory notes, 2ach “or the
prineipal gum 0f five hundred dollars ($600.), pavehle to plaintife
ragpartively eight 6), eixteen (16) and teanty-four (24) months
feum ‘ha date hareof, notes to hs without interzet,

The vasterly sighty (EG) £vet of lot Tive !5) in hloek
riftiy~aix (54) of Tarry's Pirat Addition to the ity of Seattle,
¥ing founty, Washington, togethar with all buildings and improve-
mant's thanasn, no¥ standing of reeord in defendant'e name in the
Aititie'a Bffien of sald Fing County, 18 herehy rranted defendant
s hin anle and meparate jroparty, “reed and cleared from any eom
winity or other interast whioh plainti®f may nave therein] and the
Flainty ©f 1w ne<ahy dirdcted Lo make and deliver to defendm t &
(itt=rlaim dend, or other jroper gonvayance, ¢onve ing to defend-
ant any intereat whieh she may have 1n said [roperty, to hatter
aarry intg effect tha rrovisions af this decree in reference to
ihe propenty afurnsnid.

Yiha dafendant is here:y srated, an his sole and seps r-
ate rrala”ty, the drpg store, stoek of drupgs anrnd fixtures donnect-
34 tunrawith, situated at No. 508 Seeond Avenue, Sesttle,. Washing-
ton, togather with tha pood-will, elaims, Aeecunts, »ills and all
othar projerty Yalonzing Lo sald business, thn defendart is also
rratad, ne hig sole nnd sepe rate proparty, the «hole of the house-

old 70048 helonaring to the parties hevrein, inecliuding jhe pieno re-
f47rad to-in 1.8 aomplaint filed in this aecticn, now ecantpined

In the Tlat lutaly oeecupied as & home h»y rlainti®® and defandant,
in "eattin, Was.ington. '

Tha defendant ia further ~iven all monay in his posses-
sion o in hank helonging to the hueiness condueted by himj all
ville, notes o gther evidencaes of indiehtédneae *hat may ha due
and owinmhy third parties to the defendant, tozether with all
othar rasl, yarsonal ¢r mixed property not herein emucarated, now
in his posespeion or uUnder his eontrol, wherever situated, in
shleh tha ecorpunity, eonsisting of plaintiff and defendant, has an
inta~ast., It hainpg apeeially understood tnnot defrndant regeives
the ranl property hereinbefore deseribed, aa well anm the drug atore
and husinens sonneetsad therewith, with any and all incumbrances
on salid vanl esiate and store , and all dehts that may exist in
ennn etion therewith, whieh obligations he is required to 'assume
and 1y out of nis seprate funds.

_ The plaintiff horein ia ordered and raquired to execute
Lo tha defendant & bill of sale, or oither proper converange, trans-
frrriny to him all her Intereet in the chattel property herein
syeeially 7rantad to defendant; and espeeially of the drug store,
nausavnld. furniture, inelud ng riano hereinhefor~e mentioned; and




P

Also, L0 exeente to daefendant & yropar relense, discharging him
from any further liahility to her, sxeert as nerein providpd.

IT 1S {§RERY QRDERED ANT I'B"RERD, That tha Plaintiff in
this case is v mitted to rosume her maiden name of MARY W. HANRY,
And from henceforth shall be known and called by that name.

' "t
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DOKE IN OPRM ~OURT.




