
Books from the Archives, Episode 5 –  

Using our records to solve a mystery 
Contributed by Terry Badger, Deputy State Archivist 

 

 

From time-to-time we receive, or purchase, 

publications about some aspect of 

Washington history to use for reference in 

the Research Room.  We especially try to 

get works where the authors used the State 

Archives as a resource in their research.  

During a recent event attended by the 

State Archivist, he was handed an excellent 

history of the Bartell drugstore chain written 

by Phil Dougherty and the staff at 

HistoryLink. 

   

While thumbing through the book and 

reading the authors Note on Sources, I noticed that our Digital Archives was 

used as a source.  In fact, the author mentioned that the website provided 

some personal history information and even a surprise or two, specifically 

George Bartell’s first marriage to Mary Heaney in 1892.   

 

Of course, I had to look up this part of the book to see how the records were 

used.  Dougherty discusses the marriage, where they lived, where Mary Heaney 

was born and when she immigrated to the United States.  Dougherty then states 

that little else is known about the marriage, including how and when it ended, 

though it had to have been sometime in the early 1900s.   

 

This of course meant I had a mystery on my hands and that I had to find out 

what happened!  With a little internet searching we found an image of the 

December 30, 1902, edition of The Seattle Star, posted by the Washington State 

Library to the Chronicling America website of the Library of Congress (thank you 

Washington State Library!).  One of the articles in this edition was titled “Mrs. 

Bartell Seeks Divorce.”   

 

From here we went to the King County Civil Case Files in our custody and found 

the Decree granting the divorce on January 3, 1903.  While there were several 

charges leveled during the divorce proceedings, the final finding basically 

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn87093407/1902-12-30/ed-1/seq-4/


divided the property in half.  

Mrs. Heaney was granted the 

property in the Jones’ 

Supplemental Plat and $3,000 

to be paid out over a two-

year period, while Mr. Bartell 

received all of the furnishings, 

the property in Terry’s First 

Edition, and the drug store of 

course.   

 

Thanks to Phil Dougherty and 

HistoryLink for providing me 

with a fun little research project and being able to solve a small mystery!  If you 

are interested in learning about the Bartell story, please visit HistoryLink.org. 

 

  

http://www.historylink.org/index.cfm?DisplayPage=output.cfm&file_id=9302






















 


