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Harold Stoehr was here at the beginning. He was 

hired in 2004 as the first Network Administrator for 

the world’s first digital archives. “When the job 

came up, I had to look up Cheney on a map,” 

Stoehr recalls. He took a few days from his job as 

network administrator with Tumwater schools and 

came to Cheney for a visit. He found a chain link 

fence and “a big muddy hole in the ground” 

where the archives was under construction. He 

took the job. 

 

The grand opening of the Washington State 

Archives, Digital Archives and Eastern Region 

Branch was chaotic behind the scenes. Stoehr and the team worked overtime to 

make sure the system worked and that it had records to display. The ingestion 

software kept hanging up, so a consultant from Microsoft slept on the floor of the 

data center to keep the system running. On opening day, with the governor and 

elected officials from all over the state and the press in attendance, the system 

worked flawlessly. 

 

“The Digital Archivist and the Secretary of State were demonstrating for the press 

how people can use our website to order certified copies of records from county 

auditors,” Stoehr recalls, “when the phone rang. It was Spokane County Auditor 

Vicky Dalton. ‘What is this email I just got from you guys—it looks like some kind of 

order?’ I told her: Welcome to the future!” 

 

Stoehr wears many hats in his job as Network Administrator. Network security is the 

most important part of his job—there are literally hundreds of hacking attempts a 

day on the Digital Archives. He also 

keeps the network up and running, is 

responsible for physical security of the 

building, oversees the maintenance 

provided by EWU, and has a half-

dozen other responsibilities. “There is 

no typical day,” Stoehr laughs, “I 

come to work with a plan, then 

someone shows up who needs 

something and I end up doing 

something different.” He could not do 

his job, he emphasizes, without the 

daily help of Network Admin Sam 

Marz and IT Support Justin Bouscal. 
 


