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Six Degrees of Separation is the theory that 

everyone is six or fewer steps away, by 

way of introduction, from any other person 

in the world, so that a chain of “a friend of 

a friend” statements can connect any two 

people in a maximum of six steps. 

    

You may have heard this referenced to 

Kevin Bacon, but what about a famous 

person who is more local? This is what 

initially sparked my interest in my own Six 

Degrees of Separation from Kurt Cobain. Kurt Cobain came from what local 

Washingtonians call The Harbor (which takes in the Aberdeen-Hoquiam area). 

Grays Harbor, Aberdeen, and Hoquiam all have a very long and interesting 

history in Washington State. People from any part of Grays Harbor County are 

very loyal to the area and are often referred to as Harborites.  

 

Here is my one connection with Kurt Cobain. John Hughes, who works for the 

Secretary of State Legacy Project wrote a biography about Krist Novoselic, 

fellow band member with Kurt Cobain of Nirvana. Hughes, before he came to 

work for the Secretary of State’s Legacy Project, worked as an Editor at the Daily 

World. The World is the leading paper for the Aberdeen-Hoquiam area. John 

was with the Newspaper for over 4 decades and crafted his expert writing 

abilities. Novoselic, after Nirvana, has dabbled 

with politics which was the reason behind Hughes 

writing his biography. State Archivist Steve Excell 

introduced me to John Hughes while I was a 

volunteer at the Archives. Mr. Hughes has used my 

genealogical research expertise to cite sources for 

a couple of legislative biographies he has written.  

 

John Hughes has lived in the Aberdeen area most 

of his life, a true Harborite.  

 

So my link to Kurt Cobain is closer than I originally 

thought: 

 

Kurt Cobain—Krist Novoselic—John Hughes—Steve 

Excell—Jewell Dunn 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Six_degrees_of_separation
http://visitgraysharbor.com/
http://www.aberdeenwa.gov/
http://www.cityofhoquiam.com/
http://www.sos.wa.gov/legacyproject/oralhistories/kristnovoselic/
http://thedailyworld.com/
http://thedailyworld.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Six_degrees_of_separation
http://www.sos.wa.gov/legacyproject/oralhistories/kristnovoselic/


So you are probably scratching your head and asking yourself:  

 

How does this correlate with the Southwest Regional Archives?  

 

Well, the archives also has a Six Degrees Separation with Kurt Cobain.  We have 

maps of the Aberdeen School District bus routes he would have taken to school. 

In our land records, we have a community property agreement for Kurt’s family 

members. We also have a power of attorney record between Kurt’s father and 

grandfather.  

 

We are the keepers of the record which touch everyone’s lives every day, even 

when they are famous.  

 

In Kurt Cobain’s six degree separation from the archives, we are the keepers of 

the record from where it all started. 

 


