
Burlesque entertainer Gypsy Rose Lee, was born Rose Louise Hovick in Seattle, Washington, in 1911, but was called Louise 

from early childhood. She was the daughter of businessman, Jack Hovick, and Rose E. Thompson, who was determined to make a life 

for herself and her daughters in show business. With the death of her mother in 1954, Lee became a show-biz legend when her tell-all 

1957 memoir became a best-seller. The book became the Broadway smash Gypsy.  The musical later became a best-selling film 

starring Rosalind Russell as the stage-mother Rose and Natalie Wood as Gypsy Rose Lee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gypsy Rose Lee in Curves Ahead, 1950, Ralph Steiner, photographer 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0497346/


 

 

The Washington State Archives holds the marriage certificate for Rose Thompson and Jack Olaf Hovick in 1910, and the Puget Sound 

Regional Archives has the photo of the Hovick family home at 4314 SW Frontenac St. (then W Frontenac St) in 1937. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/Record/View/D6261E49230205A522619EA5FA5F9515


 

 

Gypsy Rose Lee and Charles Winninger, Belle of the Yukon, ca. 1944, General Photograph Collection,  

Washington State Archives. 


