
Employee Spotlight – Mike Baker 
Contributed by Angela Yoder, Imaging and Preservation 

 

Mike joined the Archives team in May 2014 as 

a Digital Projects Technician and has pitched 

in with many extra tasks that help keep this 

place running smoothly.  He recently secured 

the permanent position of Office Assistant 2 

with the Imaging Department, and we 

couldn't be happier to have him here!  In a 

previous life, Mike was a bread baker…a skill 

he has yet to share with staff here.   

 

AY: What does your job involve? 

 

MB: A digital technician specializes in 

governmental, sometimes private, document 

preservation and conversion with digital 

scanning and photography equipment. Also, we create metadata for indexing and 

security of individual records. 

 

AY: What is the most interesting thing you’ve seen so far? 

 

MB: On the back of a newspaper clipping about an ordinance, I found a cool article 

about the invention of gas mask you can talk through. The mask was invented shortly after 

World War I ended, which was one of the first wars of the industrial age to have chemical 

weaponry deployed.  Article attached, next page. 

 

AY: Where are you from? 

 

MB: Shelton, WA 

 

AY: Do you still use Pen and Paper—Yay or Nay? Explain. 

 

MB: Nay. My handwriting is atrocious. 

 

AY: What is your favorite movie of all-time and why? 

 

MB: Scott Pilgrim vs. the World. Very well filmed, great soundtrack, and absolutely hilarious. 

 

AY: Who was the first person in your family to immigrate to Washington State? Do you know 

when? 

 

MB: I couldn’t say to be exact. One of my grandmother’s family were all from Ireland I 

believe. 

 

AY: Who would you climb Mt. Tahoma with?  

 

MB: Jeff Bridges 

 

AY: What is one topic that you would like to see taught in our educational system that 

currently is not? 



 

MB: Moral Philosophy.  What a course in Moral Philosophy would do is open up ideas and 

discussions into what our society is and what direction we want it to grow. 

 

 


