
Employee Spotlight – Janette Gomes 
Contributed by Mike Saunders, PS Regional Archivist and questions from Molly Rooney, State 

Acquisitions Archivist 

 

Janette Gomes is our brand new Branch Archivist 

at Northwest. She started on August 3. She came 

to us from the King County Archives, where she 

had been an Assistant County Archivist since 

2006. Prior to that she was the Assistant Branch 

Archivist at the Puget Sound Branch. Janette has 

a high level of professional expertise as an 

archivist and 16 years of experience working with 

local government agencies in Washington State. 

She is excited to be managing the Northwest 

Branch and is looking forward to building 

productive working relationships with the 

agencies in the Northwest Region.  

 

As has become tradition, one of our staffers 

(Molly Rooney, in this instance) sent her a list of 

questions to answer so that we may all get to 

know her better.  Here are her responses:   

 

MR: Why did you want to work at the State Archives? 

 

JG: I enjoyed working at the Puget Sound Regional Branch and was excited to 

come back, with the added advantage of working in Bellingham, where I 

attended graduate school. 

 

MR: Is there anything that has surprised or excited you since you started working 

here? 

 

JG: Yes, much less red tape than I expected and a lot of friendly support as I’m 

settling in. 

 

MR: Where are some other places you have worked? 

 

JG: I had a paid internship at the UW at what was then Special Collections, 

Manuscripts and University Archives, and I spent a year teaching English in Japan. 

 

MR: Where did you grow up? 

 

JG: In Gold Country, the foothills of the Sierra Nevadas in Northern California 

 

MR: What is your favorite thing to do in Bellingham or the surrounding areas? 

 

 



JG: I love being able to walk in the forest on 

WWU’s campus or drive up into the Sehome 

Hill Arboretum during my lunch break. 

Watching deer graze on campus is a great 

treat after working in Seattle. 

 

 

MR: Do you have any pets?  

 

JG: Bart and Brenda! 

 

 

MR: What do you get up to when you’re not at 

work (hobbies, pastimes, family, etc…)? 

 

JG: Walks on the beach with my guy, Jeff, and 

our dogs. I only dabble in pastimes. I have knitted 

a few sweaters, put together a couple of pieces 

of jewelry, done some 

sewing, made one quilt, 

and assembled a few 

Halloween costumes. 

 

 

 

MR: List your favorites: I’m not big on favorites, but some that 

I like: 

  

Book: Gone Girl because of the twists. I’ve done a lot 

of commuting, so for long drives, I like audiobooks 

read by Scott Brick. He makes books sound good 

whether they are or not. 

 TV shows: Foreign detective shows 

 Food: Most chocolate desserts, of course! 

 Cities: San Francisco and Kyoto 

 Art Form: Pop-up books 

 Animal: Bart and Brenda! 

Moment in Washington State History: November 8, 

1910, and the 1962 World’s Fair 
 


