
How Will My Company or Organization Benefit? 

Participants will learn: 

 OUR COMMUNITY AND CURRENT ISSUES 

 INDIVIDUAL LEADERSHIP STYLES 

 LOCAL SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC FACTORS THAT IMPACT BUSINESS 

 LEVERAGING TECHNOLOGY IN YOUR BUSINESS 

 HOW AREA EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES WORK 

 HOW AREA HEALTHCARE ORGANIZATIONS FUNCTION 

 LOCAL EMPLOYERS AND BEST PRACTICES 

 HOW LOCAL GOVERNING AGENCIES WORK 

 PROFESSIONAL NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 

 HOW LOCAL NONPROFITS WORK 

Ten Sessions to Successful Leadership: 

Develop leadership skills to be the best leader you can for your organization.                        
Leadership Cleveland County sessions are full-day programs held on the first Wednesday of 
each month beginning in October and ending in June, with the exception of the retreat held 
in September.                                                                                                                                             
Participants will be introduced to all areas of the county and learn leadership skills that will 
be invaluable to their careers.  

2015-2016 LEADERSHIP CLEVELAND COUNTY APPLICATION 

Please submit this completed form no later than Monday, August 24, 2015 to the Cleveland County Chamber, 200 S. Lafayette St., Shelby NC 

28150. Register via email to Bill Watson at bill@clevelandchamber.org Call the Chamber at 704-487-8521 for questions about the program. 

Full name: ______________________________________________________ Title: ___________________________________________ 

Business/Organization: ______________________________________________________________ Years in position: ______________ 

Business address: ________________________________________________________ City________________________ Zip________ 

Office phone:________________________ Cell phone: _______________Email: _____________________________________________ 

How long have you lived or worked in Cleveland County? __________ _______ 

Do you have any food allergies or requirements:____________________________________________________________ 

Tuition for Leadership Cleveland County is $735 for Chamber Members; checks must be mailed within 30 days of  application approval.  

I acknowledge that full attendance for the Leadership Cleveland County program is critical, and that no more than two absences (including 

partial days) is allowed. 

Signature of applicant:____________________________________________________________ Date: _________________ 

 



A program of the Cleveland County Chamber 

Professional Development & Personal Growth 

Foster Relationships  Embrace Diversity 

Learn about Issues  Serve our Community 

Continue Education  Discover Personal Capabilities 

Explore Community Development  

 

History & Overview 

The Chamber founded Leadership Cleveland County in 1989. Designed to develop informed, involved and      
concerned leaders within the community, Leadership Cleveland County gives participants the opportunity to 
study Cleveland County businesses, communities and the county’s history, government, economy, human      
services and culture and recognize challenges, opportunities and resources. The program gives both experienced 
and developing leaders a broader view of civic leadership responsibilities and opportunities through direct     
contact with a wide spectrum of institutions and people who shape the community where we live and work. 
More than 350 individuals have graduated from this popular program, and many now hold leadership roles 
through the Cleveland County Chamber, area organizations and businesses, and local and state governments.  

How will you position yourself for future leadership? 

Who Should Attend Cleveland County Leadership? 

PEOPLE WHO WANT TO OBTAIN SKILLS TO BE EFFECTIVE, THOUGHTFUL LEADERS 

BUSINESS PEOPLE WHO WANT TO UTILIZE THEIR SKILLS IN THE COMMUNITY AND ADVANCE THEIR CAREER 

CITIZENS WHO WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THEIR COMMUNITY 

PEOPLE WHO WANT TO LEARN AN APPRECIATION OF DIVERSITY AND SPECIAL INTERESTS 

PEOPLE WHO WANT A BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF THE ISSUES AND CHALLENGES FACING OUR COMMUNITY 

Reach Your Potential 

Businesses are encouraged to send a member of their 

staff. Cost of program is $735 for Chamber Members 

and $995 for nonmembers. Deadline for receiving 

completed applications is August  24. 

TESTIMONIES OF 2015 GRADUATES 

Angela Padgett, Housing Director– Neal Senior Center 

I am proud to be a graduate of Leadership Cleveland County. Having worked 

outside the county for 15 years, Leadership Cleveland County gave me the  

opportunity to connect back with my county. I enjoyed meeting with city and 

county leaders, as well as, business owners of whom, without Leadership, I 

may have never had a chance to meet.  I strongly encourage everyone to take 
part in this program!  

Christopher Osborne, Cleveland Community College 

I found Leadership Cleveland County to be very informative and it really made 

me more aware of the various programs, resources, and businesses that     

Cleveland County has to offer.  Upon reflections of my experience,  I would    

encourage anyone to take part in this leadership program.  Meeting new people, 

making new friends, and having a great time learning about the county was a 
memorable adventure that will leave a lasting impression.  

Christie Martin, Owner-Shelby Yoga Center 

Leadership Cleveland County is an excellent opportunity for someone wanting to 

strengthen his or her leadership skills; while increasing one’s awareness of our entire 

county.  I learned about my own personality and how to apply my strengths (and      

understand my weaknesses) in communicating and motivating others.  I am grateful for 

this experience and learned valuable lessons during every class.   

Kristi Shackleford, LeGrand Center 

I really enjoyed Leadership Cleveland County even more than I thought I 

would. I made some lasting friendships, learned a lot about Cleveland County 

that I  didn’t know, and got to visit some places that I wouldn’t have seen   

otherwise. Also, our non-profit day led me to want to volunteer somewhere in 

Cleveland County and I’m now training for the Guardian ad Litem program. 
Leadership is a great program and I will miss our fun group! 

Charles Christenbury, Cleveland Community College 

Leadership Cleveland County was an exceptional experience.  Not only was I able to 

learn about the historical significance of where I live and work and the government and 

businesses that reside here, I was also deeply impacted by the relationships I developed 

while in the class.  In the midst of all that, I was also challenged to learn more about 

myself and how I can positively impact my community. This class is a “must” for any 
and all leaders in Cleveland County.  

Lorie Poston, Cleveland County Communications Director 

Leadership is a wonderful way to interact with professionals from various back-

grounds. The ability to learn from each other , while also learning about the        

communities we live and work in, provided immeasurable opportunities for personal 

growth. I'm proud to say I'm a Leadership Cleveland County graduate!  
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