
CIRCAC WELCOMES THREE NEW 

PUBLIC MEMBERS TO EMC AND PROPS 
EXPERIENCED IN MARINE SCIENCE AND MARITIME ISSUES 

Two of CIRCAC’s primary committees, Environmental Monitoring (EMC) and Prevention, Response, 

Operations and Safety (PROPS) are responsible for moving programs and projects forward to fulfill the 

mandates of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990. Each committee depends on the active participation of not 

only Council Directors, but public members with strong backgrounds in science and maritime issues. 

At the Council’s April Board and Annual Meeting, we welcomed three new public members who have 

generously volunteered to contribute their time and expertise as members of these committees--

Richard Frederic and Maria Thibodeau Offer were appointed to the EMC and Captain Bob Pawlowski to 

the PROPS Committee. 

EMC is tasked with conducting a monitoring program that provides early detection of environmental 

effects due to oil industry operations in Cook Inlet and to determine whether oil industry operations are 

causing adverse impacts to Cook Inlet’s ecosystem. EMC Committee members generally have a 

background in science and work together with staff to advance projects and facilitate communications 

among citizens, regulatory groups, special interest groups and industry. 

The PROPS Committee develops work plans, as well as projects and studies designed to minimize oil 

spill risks in Cook Inlet. It also reviews and monitors spill response efforts and promotes the use of the 

best available technology. Both committees frequently work together on overlapping projects and 

finding public members who possess applicable skills in both maritime safety and science is CIRCAC’s 

goal. The three newest public members to the committees exemplify the qualities we look for to 

complete our work.  

Richard Frederic has lived in the Kenai area for 30 years. A retired science teacher with 33 years 

teaching experience, 20 teaching biology, he brings significant 

scientific understanding to the EMC and ability to communicate 

science to the public. Frederic earned a BS and MS in Science 

Education from Oregon State University. As Kenail Peninsula Borough 

School District science teacher, Frederic’s projects included National 

Geographic Teacher Alliance, POLAIS science project, Caring for the 

Kenai, Arctic Project and Alaska Mentor Teachers Program. Richard 

and his wife, Diane, chose to settle and raise their three children on 

the Kenai Peninsula due to the amazing professional opportunities, as 

well as the outdoor experiences available.  

 “My family and I love the beauty and outdoors opportunities, such as 

fishing, kayaking, snow machining, river rafting, and boating out of Homer and in Cook Inlet with my 

fishing boat,” he said. 
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Maria A. Thibodeau Offer is a highly experienced mariner and marine scientist who is well-versed in 

the Incident Command System and oil spill response. She achieved her U.S. Coast Guard Captain’s 

License with a rating of 200 ton masters, 500 ton mate, and 5000 ton 

commercial fishing vessels, including offshore celestial navigation 

endorsement. Maria has worked on a tanker transporting crude oil from 

Cook Inlet, sailed as a mate and an able seaman for oil transport companies 

including Unocal and Crowley Maritime, sailed on tugboats and taught 

marine safety. Among her many strengths is her ability to collect and 

analyze data and review technical documents and contingency plans.  

 

“Because of my experience working in the maritime industry in Cook Inlet, 

Kachemak Bay and Kodiak Island, I understand the importance of the 

council’s mission and the environmental impact of the oil and gas activities in 

the Inlet,” she said. With her first-hand knowledge of the region’s cultural 

and maritime communities, and ability to collaborate with diverse groups 

and stakeholders throughout Alaska, Maria is a welcome addition to the EMC.  

Captain Bob Pawlowski is well-recognized throughout Alaska’s maritime community, having served as 

Navigation Advisor for Alaska, Commissioned Officer with NOAA, 

Port Advisor for the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, and General 

Manager of the St. George Chadux Corporation, among his many 

responsibilities. Throughout his years in Alaska, Captain Pawlowski 

has worked closely with Cook Inlet interests on port, harbor and 

channel designs and dredge plans, improving navigation services, 

and promoting safe and efficient operations in Cook Inlet and 

communities which are dependent on commerce and oil and gas 

resources.  

Bob says he is “committed to keeping an open dialog on how to 

continue development and maintain commerce in Cook Inlet while 

respecting the importance of the waters, living resources and 

habitats.” 

Both the EMC and PROPS Committees formulate advice and recommendations for the Board of 

Directors. Committee members and staff work together to advance projects and facilitate 

communications among citizens, regulatory groups, special interest groups, and industry often 

applying their experience with the regulatory process, oil facility operations, or maritime issues. 

For more information about the Board, Committees, programs and projects, visit our website at 

www.circac.org. 

 

Captain Bob Pawlowski, second from right, 

recently joined CIRCAC Board Members, 

including Molly McCammon, for a tour of 

Hilcorp Alaska LLC’s facility-wide control 

center. (Photo by Jerry Rombach) 
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