
 

April 2016—All of Cook Inlet's crude oil related Oil Discharge Prevention and Contingency Plans 
(ODPCP) are thoroughly reviewed by CIRCAC’s Protocol Control Committee. As a named reviewer 
under state regulation we work with State agencies and industry to ensure each ODPCP meets regu-
latory requirements and best available technology stand-
ards. By providing a multi-tier review process that calls on 
the in-house expertise and local knowledge of our staff and 
most importantly that of our Board of Directors, we are 
able to bring decades of experience to bear to produce 
concise and salient comments for consideration by the 
State. 

A thorough review of these plans is especially important to 
identify areas that do not appear to meet regulatory intent 
or compliance. In a recent review, for example, CIRCAC 
requested the Alaska Department of Environmental Con-
servation (ADEC) to elevate a minor amendment of an ex-
ploration plan to a major amendment. In this instance 
there was enough supporting information to demonstrate 
a possible diminishment in response capability. Major amendments, unlike minor amendments, 
open an amendment to public review and comment. CIRCAC wanted to comment on this specific 
amendment because of our concerns regarding the location of the site in question, lack of a site 
specific winter and summer blowout scenarios and potential impacts to a nearby salmon stream. 

Throughout the years, CIRCAC has brought considerable expertise, local knowledge and experience 
to the table in our review of hundreds of C-plans, regulations and rule changes. We consider this to 
be one of our most important responsibilities.  

You can find CIRCAC’s comments online. 
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