
 

Like many of us, Deric Marcorelle made his way to Alaska without intending to stay. Origi-
nally from Ipswich, Massachusetts, where his mother still lives, Deric joined the Navy out 
of high school and served with Fighter Squadron 43 onboard the aircraft carrier USS 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. After completing his tour of duty, Deric graduated from Essex Agri-
cultural and Technical Institute in Massachusetts with a degree focused on water conser-
vation. With time still left to use on his GI 
Bill, he enrolled in the Natural Resource pro-
gram at the University of Alaska, Fairbanks 
(UAF). While there, he met his future wife, 
Wilma Mercer, a journalism student from 
Healy with deep ties to the 49th state.  

While attending UAF, Deric worked for the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, tag-
ging and tracking King Salmon on the Kenai 
River. After graduating UAF, Deric worked 
as the weir attendant and Research Biolo-
gist for the Russian River fishery in Cooper 
Landing through the '80s. He moved over to 
the Alaska Department of Environmental 
Conservation (ADEC) following the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill.  ADEC led Deric to assign-
ments throughout the state, from working 
the Household Hazardous Waste Program 
in Southeast Alaska to serving on the state's Spruce Bark Beetle Task Force.  It also led 
him to several community projects such as ReGroup, a citizen based recycling organiza-
tion, where he has served for more than 25 years. In addition, Deric was a founding father 
of and a Director for Peninsula Community Health Services of Alaska for 13 years. 

Now with a wife, two children, a grandchild and five old Volvos (3 p1800 sports cars, a '63 
122s station wagon and a '59 544 sedan) and retired from state service, Deric is in Alaska 
to stay. 

Deric has been on the CIRCAC Board of Directors since 2011, and before that a public 
member on the PROPS (Prevention, Operations and Safety) Committee. When asked 
what he enjoys most about serving on the CIRCAC board, he says it's the importance of 
still having a say, especially since retiring from ADEC, on what's going on in Cook Inlet's 
oil industry, access to information and a focus on teamwork, collaboration and partner-
ships with shared goal of keeping oil out of the water and off the ground. 

Deric is still on the PROPS Committee as well as CIRCAC's Environmental Monitoring, 
Protocol Control and Executive Committees. 
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