
 
And Edward Knapek, who together with his wife Kate runs the Austin Support Group.  Undefined by his 
symptoms, Edward is an Athletic Director, a coach, a teacher and an anti-bullying advocate.  His well-
loved vocal tics of "awesome" and "way to go" are barely noticed on the basketball court, football or 
soccer field.  
  
And I would like to recognize the families - whose unwavering love built an unparalleled  network of 
support throughout the state, not only for their own child, but for all the children in Texas. 
  
Our Chairmen tonight, Lynne and Melvin Lipsitz:  a brother and sister, a father and aunt who have 
become a dynamic duo on behalf of the children and families living with Tourette. 

  
Renee and John Hawkins jumped in head-first, rolled up their sleeves and chaired this event twice, 
among many other things. 
  
Lisa and Mike Henry run the Woodlands Support Group.  
  
Stacee and Mike Howse literally cleared their house of fine artwork, antiques and collectibles to help the 
Tourette Association of Texas. 
  
Past President Charles Hart, along with wife Irene, provided office space and logistical support for more 
than five years. 
  
Donnie and Dianne Migl are the founders of Tee-Off for Tourette, now in its 22nd year. 

  
The Wilson-Yoakum family whose love founded Takeaway Tourette - a phenomenally successful golf 
event in the Woodlands this past year. 

  
And ....Jyl and Keith Calcote.  The Calcote's love for their son 
Cade inspired them to conceive and chair Targets for Tourette's - one of the premier clay shoots in 
Houston and and "Kickin-est'" after-party in Texas.  Targets has allowed this organization to open many, 
many new doors.  Keith once told me never be afraid to ask anyone for money.... I know he has since 
greatly regretted that statement!  

  
Finally, Dede and Connie Weil.  Our very FIRST parent heroes, who came forward and shared their 
sons' struggles long before it was "acceptable" to do so.  Their candor, love and support truly helped bring 
Tourette's Syndrome in Texas out of the darkness and into the light.  

  
My love, greatest thanks and gratitude to our heroes tonight and all of you here who love and support 

them. 
Thank you! 

 


