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The Church of the Holy Trinity, Rittenhouse Square
Sunday, October 18th, 2015
The Rev. Mark Smith
Christ in the Other

I have a friend who went on the journey to ordination with me and is now rector of a very unusual parish in Atlanta. It is the Church of the Common Ground and is located in one of the city parks. There is very little upkeep in this church, no need for sextons, lights to keep on or buildings to maintain. But there are plenty of people, those from all backgrounds, wealthy and poor and those who simply have nowhere else to go. My friend practices the quietest ministry imaginable, sitting with people, asking about their lives and gently offering to pray with them. There are services on Sunday but it is fundamentally a ministry of presence, presence to people’s  lives in the midst of suffering and scarcity, of acknowledgement of a common ground on which we all stand, honoring the living God in one another.
Some of the primary tools my friend uses in her ministry are sponges, towels and a basin, as she washes feet—a lot of feet, some of women who remove their pumps to show immaculate pedicures, or businessmen who are glad to have relief from the heat, which can be brutal in the summer. But most of the feet she washes belong to those who walk the pavements of Atlanta all day long, many of them bruised and torn. She can offer first aid in a pinch, but often the simple act of washing is enough, as if to wash away the indifference these people encounter every day.
If I asked my friend about stewardship, she would be adamant about its importance. She is, after all, a steward of people, an intimate a part of many of their lives. She is paid for her work by the diocese,  but my guess is that what she receives from her constantly- shifting congregation is far more valuable to her than the stipend from the Church. She , like all of us, is a seeker of Christ and her gift is to be able to find him in the affluent and forgotten, this strange God who arrives unannounced in the most unexpected guises.

Prayer
God of the common ground for us all, help us to find you in places where we would not look, in the eyes we would not meet, and to honor you as you would serve us, to the glory of your name. Amen.


Andy Gutknecht
The Gift of Presence
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. – Hebrews 10:23-25
I can think of countless examples of people who’ve offered themselves in acts of love that have moved me, inspired me, and sometimes shamed me, into examining my life and seeking to turn more and more of my life over to Christ.
But I believe the people that have shaped me the most have been those that were steady, consistent influences in my life.  And the events and practices that have shaped me the most haven’t been the “mountain-top” experiences of faith in action.  They’ve been the steady and sometimes mundane acts of devotion and discipleship, offered to God in faith.
When I think about the incredible mystery that we call the Church, I’m completely overwhelmed with the providence and faithfulness of God.  Doesn’t it blow your mind to think that our worship around the altar every week is a continuation of that night when Jesus first broke the bread and gave it to his friends?  Jesus gave that bread and wine to his disciples, and those disciples went out and made new disciples and shared bread and wine with them, and so on through the ages… by God’s grace, all the way to you and me… to where you are right now!
When I started thinking about “being the hands of Christ” in the world, my mind kept coming back to the image of the priest handing me the body of Christ, just as Jesus did over 2000 years ago.  In the act of distributing the Eucharist, the priest’s hands represent Jesus’s hands giving his Body for the sake of his Body, the Church.  So, in a sense, when we come to church each week, we come in faith, asking that Christ will instill a bit more of himself into our selves.  And if we are truly becoming more and more like Christ week by week, how can we help but join Christ in His work in the world?    
So where are you on Sunday morning?  If you’re not in church, not only are you missing an incredible gift, but you’re denying an important gift to your fellow disciples.  If the body of Christ is diminished by your absence, your fellow brothers and sisters will not experience the fullness of Christ’s body as Christ intended.



I can’t tell you how often I’m moved to new heights of gratitude when I look out at the congregation.  I’m thankful that I’m part of a body of believers.  I’m thankful that others will believe for me when I have doubts.  I’m thankful that others will challenge me and stretch me.  I’m thankful that others will minister to me in word, sacrament, and music.  I’m even thankful for the people that frustrate me, because it reminds me of all the times I’ve surely disappointed or frustrated Christ, and it teaches me patience and humility.  How can we grow into true disciples if we don’t come together regularly to feed on the Word and share Christ’s presence and our own presence with each other and with God?
This year, as you prepare to make a financial commitment of regular giving, consider committing to another gift -- the gift of your presence; the unique gift that only you can give.  Make consistent, faithful attendance a priority, and watch as Christ gradually changes you week by week… until you find yourself eager to offer your hands, finances, heart, and mind to His service.
Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ…  You are faithful, and you have called faithful people throughout the ages to teach your truth and to do your work.  I thank you for all those who have taught me and molded me into who I am today.  Help me to be faithfully present as a member of your Body; that I may continue to receive you into my life and be empowered to share your truth, your comfort, and your healing power with those whose paths I cross.













A Member of CHT
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.    2 Corinthians 9:8

I am blessed by God, and I know it!  I am healthy, have a job that is interesting and pays the bills, and I have loving family and friends.  I live in a pleasant and safe neighborhood where I can walk to buy groceries, hear music or see a movie. I belong to CHT:  a welcoming church with beautiful worship services and many possibilities for social activities and service.  God has generously provided all that I need (and quite a few things that I don’t really need, but enjoy!)
Since God has given me everything I need, every now and then, God puts a special request in front of me.  These requests are typically outside my comfort zone, because I, despite my many blessings, am afraid.  I am afraid of failing, and I am afraid of financial insecurity.  Multiple times in my life, God asked me to confront my fear by giving of my time, talent and treasures.  And from my perspective miracles happened.
God may ask you for something entirely different!
God may ask you for something different.  If you are not in a position to give money, then maybe God will ask you to give your time and talent, just like I did for Sunday School.  If you have sufficient money for your needs, then God may ask you to consider whether you can give up some luxuries and share with others who need help. I do not believe that God wants us to overextend in our charities and not pay our bills. However, if we listen to what God is asking, and we are willing to move outside of our normal “comfort zone,” miracles can happen.  God will give us what we need, with plenty to share with others!              
   
Prayer   
Lord help me to open to be used by you in whatever way I can.  Help me to trust that it will be you working through me.






John French
Oh sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth!
Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day
				Psalm 96:1-2
Carrying the keys – this is an interesting topic to give a musician. 
 Keys for me are very specific musical references.  There are keys on the piano and organ of course but there are also keys of music – guide points for composer and performer to follow.  Are there similar guide points in my life and what do I do with them?  I cannot think of a time when I have not been engaged in music and, in particular, church music.  From a very young age I have always been in church singing and/or playing and for 43 years (23 at CHT) I have held positions directing choirs and playing services in various churches.  Carrying these keys has been much more than a vocation – it is a centering point of my life.  Where am I on Sunday?  What brings me to church week after week to explore great music and focus on combining word (lessons, sermons, liturgical texts) with music to deepen my own and, hopefully others, spiritual experience.  Much of what we do is part of a vast continuum that has gone on for centuries – that is one part of liturgical worship that resonates with me.  I am experiencing the same thing my ancestors did with the advantage of more and more music over the ages that can be part of our services and at the same time adding our own new language for future generations.  That is why we have a composer-in-residence.  Kile Smith has added much to the sacred music repertoire that we are able to enjoy and promote for future generations.  I do this because I love making music but more than that I make music in a context for which is was written.  Concert performances of sacred music can be very moving but I am carrying the keys of music intended for worship in the proper setting of a liturgy – historical, inspirational and spiritual – week after week, year after year, with more to come – carry on !
Prayer
It is good to praise the Lord
and make music to your name, O Most High,
to proclaim your love in the morning 
and your faithfulness at night.
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with thanksgiving
and extol him with music and song.

A Member of CHT
Christ asks for time and talent
A few years ago, I was very happy singing in my church choir.  One night when I was washing dishes, I heard a “still, small voice” saying to me, “I need you to organize the children’s Sunday School.”  This was not a request out of the blue.  Our Sunday School program had been languishing, and my son was Sunday School aged.  However, I did not want to teach Sunday School.  I loved singing in choir!  I actually said to God (while rinsing a skillet):  “I don’t want to teach Sunday School.  I have no talent for teaching!  I’m afraid of failure.  Can’t you find someone else?”  After some internal argument that night, God won and I ended up leading the Sunday School.  I had never taught before, but I knew that working parents like myself wanted to help, but often couldn’t commit for an entire year.  So I did some research and found a book of self-contained, Bible-based lessons that could be assigned week by week to different parents.  God used my talent for organization, so keeping the calendar of assignments was easy for me.  I also discovered new talents for drama and children’s music.  Miraculously, our program grew.  We began with five children and we ended up with more than 20 children each Sunday.  In the summer, we added a family Vacation Bible School with a vegetarian picnic for our Garden of Eden lesson and a water balloon fight for our Noah lesson.  Our activities began to attract families who were not even members of our church.  I eventually turned the Sunday School over to other parents who were thrilled to inherit a successful program.  To this day, I’m still trying to figure out what happened:  All that I can say is that God made me leave my comfort zone, and things started happening!

Prayer
Lord, help me to overcome my fears of failure and not having enough.  Teach me to understand that you will provide what I need, and help me to hear you when you ask me to share my abundance with others. Amen







Bevan Lawson
During last year’s stewardship season, I shared about  a turbulent time of my life and how I addressed it in regards to pledging. While there are still arguably some financial concerns- growing my practice and paying employees, retirement to name two, I have discovered new worries more personal in nature and that I have less control over, specifically watching my children develop as adults.
Once again, I am discovering prayer, particularly for  patience and an ability to listen.  Both are difficult things for me to do.  But at the same time I am slowly learning to enjoy those moments with my children as they are having their own lives.  I find that prayer even helps in my role on my condominium association’s board.  I remind myself to start fresh with all, even if it appears to not be reciprocated.  I practice my faith for a reason and CHT is where I come to worship, be fed and serve.
It is that hour or so every Sunday that I have found sets up my week.  While I cannot always recite chapter and verse, I have received the heart of the Gospel of Christ.   And I am well aware  that CHT is much more than Sunday liturgy;  it is a community both inside and outside the doors.  Our volunteer days at Broad Street Ministries, Habitat for Humanity to name a few are signs of God’s work in our community.
One way not only to show appreciation for CHT, but to be part of continuing the work of Christ is the annual pledge.  It does more than keep the place running:   it allows for us to reach outside our community both through service and donations and to be living witnesses of Christ to Center City and beyond.
I am asking you to pledge or increase your pledge as a statement of your belief in this church and this community.  A belief that arises from sober reflection and a pledge that generously represents a gratitude for God’s work in your life.
Prayer
Dear Lord
As you are always present to me in my time of need, help me be present to the needs of neighbor, church and community.  In gratitude for your mercy, help me to be a cheerful giver o my time, treasure and talent.




Pat Deacon
Continuing the Work

There is always movement in my shadow––this transformation process in secret hidden even from me.
God in Christ works His wonders in the moments of my day.
I seek to trust God's presence, His divine providence as I walk in the imperfection of my seeing, hearing, acting.
Trusting, trusting to let go of the past, the future.
Ah, the moment-by-moment walk of faith.
Always a challenge, yet a focus pressing, pressing.
God within seeks an open path to reach us, to love us.
A life of intercession is mine and of obedience to what He assigns.

This is my stewardship as best I can describe it.

Prayer
Dear God,
Help me be present to you as you are to me
Help me to embrace your work in my life and in the world
Help me to see you as I embrace my neighbor in need 
Amen






Ben Lariccia
At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit launched an entirely new enterprise, the Christian community. When stewardship season comes around I think of the expenditures that have kept this project, the Church, afloat over millennia. Yes, the Holy Spirit needs material things. 
Royal treasuries and rich benefactors have played their part, but it's only the masses of everyday Christians in their dedication and sacrifice that really carry the upkeep. Here, at the Church of the Holy Trinity, the sacred continuity of this thousands-year-old project hits me--in the liturgy and in the warm fellowship of worshipers. As a regular attender, I deeply feel the call to add my part.

Prayer
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love, 
Where there is injury, pardon 
Where there is doubt, faith, 
Where there is despair, hope, 
Where there is darkness, light, 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console, not so much to be understood as to understand, not so much to be loved, as to love; for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, it is in dying that we awake to eternal life. 
St. Francis Of Assisi 










Nancy Rasmussen
Continuing the Work
Continuing the work of Christ in the world takes place every day, in small ways and in large ways. It happens when we smile at the CVS clerk, when we say “thank you” to the Septa bus driver, when we smile and say “good morning” to the person next to us on the train. It happens when we treat people with respect and kindness and thoughtfulness, for a second or a minute – or longer.
It also happens in larger ways when we give of our time and talents (or semi-talents!) to the world outside our red doors. The city of Philadelphia has hundreds of opportunities for us to give an hour or two a week to the neighborhood school, helping in a classroom; to the services that provide tutoring to immigrants; to organizations that serve meals to the homeless; to mentorship programs; and to hundreds of other organizations.  
Continuing the work of Christ certainly happens within CHT and its programs and any/every time we gather together. But it also must go outside our immediate church-world to reach all those people who need that smile, that “how are you?” or that help in their classroom, shelter, or program. “In the world” means “in the world.”

Prayer
Dear Lord,
Freely you have given to us; may we freely give.  Fulfill in us your last command, that we may love as you have loved










Pat King

All things by immortal power,
Near or far,
Hiddenly
To each other linked are. . .

From Troubling a Star, by Madeleine L’Engle


The entomology of the word “give” is connected with the entomology of the word “contribute,” which comes from the Latin contributus,  "to bring together, add, unite, collect, contribute". And I think of the many messages of our Christian heritage which call us to come together as a people and to minister to bring all peoples together as one. I think of financial giving as a part of this call. It is so important to use our financial resources to facilitate healing and wholeness so that we are all less distanced and more united as a human family. CHT, with its many missions, programs, and talents, can best answer this call if we give generously to its support.


Prayer

Holy One, Sustainer of all things, give me the courage to look at my financial life with clear sight. Give me the strength to merge the beliefs of my soul with the reality of my money. Give me the knowledge to know what true wealth is and how to use it. When I get distracted, call my attention back. And help me to start by uncovering the messages that have shaped my thinking [and my giving].

From A Woman’s Book of Money and Spiritual Vision, by Rosemary Williams








The Rev. Mark Smith
Continuing the Work of Christ
                 As a sacramental people, we are committed to the continuation of the work of Christ in the world. We do it through the time we contribute, the gifts we offer one another and the entire Body of Christ, but it is often hard to be disciplined in the ways we think about the ways in which we become active participants in the creative work of the living God when we approach our faith life, inside and beyond the church walls.
                Because I am fundamentally oriented toward the Eucharist as the act that continually unites our community, I am drawn to the four-part model that serves as the structure for that act in our worship. The priest takes the host, blesses it, breaks it and gives it to the people; it is this model that is common to worship in all places and throughout all historical periods. Our lives, busy as they are, follow a very similar pattern. We “take” our time, looking at it with consideration of how we can employ it in different activities; we then bless it, acknowledging that it is sacred and comes as a gift from God, however we choose to spend it. We then “break” it, allocating it for different activities and “give” it to the efforts we believe in, all the while offering thanks for the opportunity to make such choices.
                Our approach to financial stewardship should be no different. At our desk or kitchen table, we take the money we have and bless it as a gift from God to spend as we will. We then prayerfully consider how we will ”break” or distribute those resources, our thanks for the gifts of God being the salient consideration. We then give our financial support to the causes that most mean life to us. Our communal act of worship then deeply informs what we do with our time and money in the world.
               Since our worship and the ways in which we live it out deeply inform each other, it is appropriate to think of our stewardship as a sacramental act. Continuing the work of Christ is a matter of acknowledging that our acts in the world mirror our central act of worship, just as that act echoes the central meal of Jesus with his disciples. We are at our most faithful when we see these links and respond accordingly with our time and resources.
Prayer
God of generosity and grace, you have offered us time and means to glorify you in our lives and worship. Give us the willingness to reflect on these gifts as sacramental expressions of your love, that we might gratefully offer to you a portion of those same gifts, that we might continue your creative work in the world. 
The Rev. Bill Borror

From now on we look at no one from a human point of view
					II Corinthians 5:16
					
What are we to open with the keys of Christ?

Since this is a stewardship devotional, I am tempted to answer the above question with “your pocketbooks and your calendars” in order to support the ministry and mission of CHT both financially and with your time and the gifts God has given you.   Pray and then be generous to CHT as God has blessed you.
‘
But maybe fundamentally we need to open our eyes.   The giving of the keys by Christ to continue his work on earth cannot be separated from the fact that we are also given his spirit.  By the working of God within us, we are to cultivate a new way of looking at ourselves, others, and the world in general.  We are to try to look through the eyes of Christ and then act accordingly.  Ultimately stewardship should flow from this renewed vision.  Everything I have is a gift and everyone I encounter is a child of God
How in world can we do this?  In the world, we can’t.   But in Christ we are able, signified in our weekly prayer-through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him…. Stewardship is sharing the abundance of God’s love experienced at the feast of Christ’s table with each other and those in need.  It is the life of grace lived out practically in the lives and actions of the people of Christ.    We are set free to see what is and believe in the hope of what God can and will do in our individual lives and in the ministry and mission of our church.

Dear Lord,
Open my eyes to see this world as you and my heart to love with your love.
Set me free to be generous recognizing all I have come from you.
In the name and work of Christ I pray and live,
Amen.
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