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In 2014, the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act was signed into law. This 

law requires states to implement a “reasonable and prudent parent standard” to support 

normalcy for children in care.   

Caregivers support normalcy by ensuring that a child’s range of experiences is typical of the 

range of experiences of any child of the same developmental age. This includes such 

experiences as going to friends’ homes, participating in after school activities, having a job, and 

managing a bank account. These experiences help children build relationships, develop skills, 

and prepare for adulthood (Juvenile Law Center, 2013). The Reasonable and Prudent Parent 

Standard (RPPS) is characterized by careful and sensible parental decisions that maintain a 

child’s health, safety, and best interests while at the same time encouraging the child’s 

emotional and developmental growth (ACYF-CB-IM-14-03, 2014; ORC 5103.162, 2014).  

Ohio passed a similar state law in 2014. There are two main provisions in this law. 

 2151.315 Participation in extracurricular enrichment, and social activities 

o Defines “age-appropriate” as activities that are generally accepted as suitable for 

children of the same chronological age or level of maturity.  

o States that children in out-of-home care are entitled to participate in age-

appropriate extra-curricular, enrichment, and social activities. 

o Lists what the caregiver is to consider when determining if the activity is “age 

appropriate”: child’s age, maturity, developmental level, potential risk factors, 

best interest of the child, importance of encouraging the child’s emotional and 

developmental growth, importance of providing the child with the most family-

like living experience possible, and the behavioral history of the child. 

 5103.162 Qualified immunity of foster caregivers 

o Caregivers are immune from liability if they used a reasonable and prudent 

parent standard to authorize participation in an activity.  

o The custodial agency is immune from liability if the foster parent used a 

reasonable and prudent parent standard to authorize participation in an activity. 

o Exclusions from immunity include the following: 
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1) The act was outside the scope of the foster caregiver’s power, duty, 

responsibility, or authorization 

2) The act was with malicious purpose, in bad faith, or in a wanton or 

reckless manner. 

3) Liability for the act is expressly imposed by a section of the Ohio Revised 

Code. 

Currently, there are three rules in the Ohio Administrative Code that address normalcy and the 

reasonable and prudent parenting standard.  If you train assessors, ongoing workers or foster 

caregivers, you should be familiar with these rules and address normalcy and the RPPS in your 

trainings. 

 5101:2-42-68 Necessity for Continued Substitute Care Placement: Court Reviews and 

Hearing Requirements 

o For children age 16 or older who are placed in planned permanent living 

arrangement (PPLA), the agency must document the steps taken to ensure that 

the foster family follows the reasonable and prudent parent standard for 

engaging the child with regular opportunities to participate in age or 

developmentally-appropriate activities. The documentation of these activities 

must be placed in the case record. 

 5101:2-42-65 Caseworker Visits and Contacts with Children in Substitute Care 

o Requires the caseworker to document evidence that the caregiver is following 

the reasonable and prudent parent standard for allowing the child regular 

opportunities to participate in age or developmentally-appropriate activities as 

part of contacts and visits with the child to ensure safety and well-being. This 

must be documented in visitation activity logs. 

 5101:2-5-33 Foster Caregiver Preplacement and Continuing Training 

o A foster caregiver or applicant shall meet the preplacement training 

requirements, including training on the reasonable and prudent parent standard 

as described in division C of Section 5103.162 of the Revised Code.  

 


