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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
In Scripture, there is no more unlikely friendship than the 
relationship between David and Jonathan found in 1 Samuel 17-23.  
The depth of their friendship was most demonstrated when 
Jonathan confirmed to David that his father, King Saul was seeking 
to kill David (1 Samuel 20).  Jonathan was a faithful friend to David.  
He kept the oath the two had made with each other.  And as a 
faithful son, he honored his father even dying with King Saul in the 
field of battle.  How could Jonathan and David’s friendship grow 
deep under these complicated roles?  Jonathan’s name means “gift 
of God.”  Their friendship was formed and rooted by God. 
 
We often choose our friends because there is something we like about them because we may have 
similar characteristics, interests, personalities.  While we choose the person we marry for a variety of 
reasons, it is important for a husband and wife to build a strong friendship within their marriage. 
 
A true friendship will be rooted in God.  Scripture teaches that Jesus sticks closer to us than a brother.  
It’s amazing to think that our Lord Jesus, who is true God from eternity, and true man born of Mary, no 
longer calls us servants, but choses to call us friends.  Even when Judas came into the garden of 
Gethsemane to betray him, Jesus still referred to Judas as friend (Matthew 26:50).  The love that Jesus 
has for each one of us helps us see that true friendship is rooted in God’s grace. 
 
The servant love and friendship of David and Jonathan is patterned after the love that God has for us in 
Christ our suffering servant.  Jesus does not demand service from us in order for us to become his friend.  
Our Lord Jesus loved us so much that he willingly laid down his life for us on the cross, shedding his 
blood for us and for our salvation.  John 15:13 says: “Greater love has no one than this; that he lay down 
his life for his friends.” 
 
There is nothing in us makes us worthy of God’s love and the sacrificial gifts that come from Jesus’ 
friendship.  Instead, “God demonstrated his love toward us in this, while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.”  In the Christian Church, we love, we care, we sacrifice and we forgive one another because 
that is the kind of love God first had for us.  Friendships that are built on Jesus love are eternal.  And we 
are always open to new friendships with members of the body of Christ. 
 
Pastor James L Kroonblawd 

 


