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The NJ State Employment 

and Training Commission 
By Barry Semple 

The SETC was created in 1989 by NJ state law. The 

membership consists of representatives from 

business, organized labor, community-based 

organizations, state and local educators, 

governmental agencies and private citizens. The 

purpose of the SETC is to set policy, develop plans 

and evaluate the performance of the workforce 

system, and to improve the workforce for the 

economic viability of New Jersey.  

The SETC has a number of operating committees, 

one of which is the State Council for Adult Literacy 

Services (SCALES). This committee is charged with 

analyzing the adult literacy delivery system and 

making recommendations to the SETC and the 

Department of Labor and Workforce Development 

for improvement of the adult literacy system.  

Continued on page 3  

 

 

 

 

 

NJALL Scholarship 

Program 
By Judy Faherty 

Applications are now being accepted for the 2015 NJALL 

Scholarships, but the deadline is quickly approaching. The 

postmark for applying is April 30, 2015, so don’t delay. If 

you know a qualified student who could benefit from this 

program, encourage him/her to apply now. The application 

is available at: www.njall.org    

The NJALL Scholarship program is one of the few that 

recognizes adult students who have not completed 

traditional high school but have attended a New Jersey 

adult education program to prepare for a High School 

Diploma with the hopes of continuing their education in 

college.  

Adult students often struggle to cover the expenses of 

childcare, textbooks, and transportation while juggling 

significant family and work responsibilities. The scholarship 

not only helps to cover these expenses, but also validates 

the motivation and effort our adult students exhibit in 

pursuit of their educational goals. 

In addition to completing the application, scholarship 

winners are selected based on their ability to meet life 

challenges, motivation, need, educational and career goals, 

and potential for success in higher education.  

Currently, NJALL is providing scholarship support to five 

scholarship winners. This December Cathy Hall, a 2010 

scholarship winner and straight “A” student at Camden 

County College, completed her Associate’s Degree. In 

Cathy’s words, “Thank you again for your time, 

encouragement, and the scholarship money. I am pretty 

sure that I would never have been able to go to CCC if I 

had not won the scholarship.”  

 

 

Scholarship Program, continued on page 3 

http://www.njall.org/
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From the President of NJALL 
 
The New Jersey Association for Lifelong Learning (NJALL) is 
a professional association that supports adult literacy; however, 
we differ from other professional organizations in two ways. 
First, rather than members, we are a community of 
professionals. To join the community, you simply need to 
participate in one of our events. In fact, if you are reading this 
newsletter, you probably are part of our community of 
professionals. Second, because we have no members, there are 
no dues and most of the services to our community of 
professionals are free. Our services include free webinars 
featuring nationally prominent presenters, our Annual 
Conference (April 24th this year), and our annual Scholarship 
Breakfast. Visit our website to learn more about NJALL 
(www.njall.org).  
 
As a professional association, we advocate for adult literacy. 
We also have a scholarship program that supports adults who 
have completed adult secondary education through alternate 
routes (adult high school, high school equivalency tests) and 
have been accepted into a post-secondary program.  
 
The NJALL executive board is composed of hard-working 
individuals from around the state. This year, we have some 
board vacancies to fill. If you are interested in joining our 
board, please contact Cristhian Barcelos 
(cbarcelos@newcommunity.org) or Jessica Tomkins 
(jtomkins@literacynj.org ). 
 

Hal Beder  

President 

SPOTLIGHT ON:  
Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County 
By Jay Muldoon, Executive Director,  
                       Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County 
 
Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County (LVSC) is a non-profit organization which provides literacy instruction to adults in Somerset 
County, New Jersey.  Originally founded in 1981 to serve American-born low literacy adults, LVSC’s services have expanded to serve a 
fast-growing immigrant population.  Adults seeking LVSC services are unable to read, write, and speak in English at a level of 
proficiency necessary to function on the job, in the family, and in society.  Many remain in low level jobs or are unemployed due to 
their lack of literacy skills. For example, meet Joe in the page 3 sidebar.    
 
With an office in Bridgewater, New Jersey, LVSC is a grassroots organization run by one full-time Executive Director and two part-
time employees: a Program Coordinator and a Development & Communications Consultant. The organization operates on a lean 
budget, without any government funding, and relies on individual and corporate donations, event income, and grants as well as the 
support of 200 volunteers, to provide services. Currently, more than 300 adults are participating in at least one of LVSC’s four 
programs:  

1. One-to-one and small group tutoring. LVSC recruits and trains volunteer tutors to work with local adults whose literacy 
struggles are hindering them in their daily lives. Volunteer tutors are required to attend tutor training workshops which are 
offered three times per year and include 15 hours of instruction over a period of five sessions. Upon completion of training, 
tutors are matched to a student or small group of students. The tutor and student work to identify the student’s long- and 
short-term literacy goals. A unique aspect of LVSC’s program is this idea of goal setting and helping students with their real-
life needs, rather than solely teach grammar and long vocabulary lists. Examples of personal goals 

 
 

Spotlight On: LVSC, continued on page 4  

 

From the Editor 

Spring has finally arrived and so has the Spring 2015 issue of the 

NJALL Newsletter. Spring brings warm weather, flowers, the Annual 

Conference, and the Scholarship Breakfast. Read all about the NJALL 

Scholarship Program (page 1), and remember the deadline for 

Scholarship applications is April 30th. This year’s Conference takes 

place on Friday, April 24th at Brookdale Community College in 

Lincroft, NJ. Visit the NJALL website for more information: 

www.njall.org.  

Also in this issue, read about the New Jersey State Employment and 

Training Commission (page 1), better known as the SETC, and their 

role in adult and workforce education in New Jersey. Our Spotlight 

On series highlights the Literacy Volunteers of Somerset County 

(page 2).  LVSC is a non-profit organization that provides a variety of 

services to adults in Somerset County. Read all about LVSC and one 

of its success stories. Also in this issue is an introduction to our 

online WIOA Blog (page 3).  

To learn more about NJALL, our programs and events, visit us online 

at: www.njall.org. If you have any suggestions for adult education 

programs we can spotlight in upcoming issues, please contact us at 

njallmail@gmail.com. Look for the next issue of the NJALL 

Newsletter in the fall.  

Carol Cochi 

Editor 
 

 

http://www.njall.org/
mailto:cbarcelos@newcommunity.org
mailto:jtomkins@literacynj.org
http://www.njall.org/
http://www.njall.org/
mailto:njallmail@gmail.com
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Scholarship Program, from page 1:  

The NJALL Scholarship Program celebrates the extraordinary 

perseverance and achievements of adult students served by New 

Jersey’s adult education professional community.  

Please join us on Friday, June 5, 2015 when we award our 2015 

winners at the Annual NJALL Scholarship Breakfast and Award 

Ceremony at the Conference Center at Mercer County 

Community College. The cost is only $15.00, but the inspiration 

you will gain from hearing the words of our scholarship winners is 

priceless!  

Help continue this program. Scholarships are entirely supported 

by individual donations. For information about how you can 

contribute, go to www.njall.org  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The NJALL 2014 Scholarship Winners.  

 
The Nuts and Bolts: 

 The NJALL Scholarship provides up to $1200 annually 

for a maximum of four years. 

 The 2015 Application is available at:  

http://www.njall.org  

 We count on our professional adult education community 

to encourage promising students to apply. 

 The Scholarship Program, in existence since 1992, is 

supported entirely by individual donations.  

 
The NJALL Scholarship Program recognizes adult students 
who have completed non-traditional high school programs to 
earn a High School Diploma with hopes of continuing their 
education in college. 

 

SETC, Continued from page 1  

 

It is extremely important to note that the SETC 
is now charged by the federal government under 
the new Workforce Innovation and Opportunity 
Act (WIOA) to develop a Unified State Plan for 
the implementation of the new law. This plan 
will be the basis for federal funding and for the 
regional plans required of each local Workforce 
Investment Board. The purpose of the State 
Unified Plan is to align adult education and 
literacy activities with the other 3 job training 
parts of the law, as well as the One-Stop partners 
in implementing the state and local plans and the 
development of career pathways.  

WIOA Blog 
 

The recently passed Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act (WIOA) is changing the provision of 
adult basic education, adult literacy, ESOL, and workforce 
education in the United States and in New Jersey. As the 
law is implemented, many people have questions about 
what the implications will be for their students, programs, 
and communities.  
 
To address this issue, NJALL has created a blog focused 
on WIOA. The blog will share resources that are being 
created both by the government and other organizations 
around the country. Just as importantly, we hope the blog 
will be a space where people can share their thoughts, 
questions, and concerns about WIOA.  
 
We are an all-volunteer organization, but we will do our 
best to get answers to questions about the law and what is 
happening around it. As part of our advocacy efforts, we 
will also forward your thoughts about the law and its 
implementation to the appropriate representatives and 
officials.  
 
Visit the WIOA blog at: http://njallwioa.blogspot.com   
 

http://www.njall.org/
http://www.njall.org/
http://njallwioa.blogspot.com/


NJALL Spring Conference…April 24, 2015… Brookdale Community College… Lincroft, NJ  NJALL Newsletter   4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotlight On: LVSC, continued from page 2:  

 include the following: complete job application, obtain 
an entry level job, improve work-related skills,  
communicate comfortably with colleagues, get a  
driver’s license, communicate with a child’s teacher,  
help a child with homework, and pass US citizenship  
test. Tutors and students meet weekly and are asked to  
commit to a year-long relationship. LVSC students  
achieve life changing goals, as seen in these Tutor  
Report excerpts:   

 John got a great job after two years of tutoring and 
no longer needs services.  

 Elizabeth’s goal has been to get a job in her field. We 
used tutoring time to prepare for recent interviews. 
They went well. She got the job she wanted and is 
ecstatic!  

 One of Rosa’s goals is to become a manager at her 
part-time job. She needs practice answering the 
phone and talking to clients, co-workers, and 
vendors. She told me that one of her co-workers said 
she noticed Rosa’s English improving.  

 
2. ESL (English as a Second Language) classes provide adult 

students with a more structured, curriculum-based 
classroom environment for learning and improving their 
English literacy skills. Classes are taught by certified, 
experienced ESL instructors. The ESL instructor works 
with students to identify their work and family related 
literacy goals and incorporate goals-related learning 
activities into the weekly lesson plans. ESL classes run 
weekly during 12-week sessions.   

3. English Conversation Groups provide adult students with 
an opportunity to practice their English conversation and 
comprehension skills in a relaxed, safe, and social setting. 
Conversation groups are led by experienced LVSC 
volunteer tutors and are held at local library branches. The 
tutor prepares a topic or theme for each weekly meeting 
and incorporates some reading and writing activities in 
addition to the primary focus on improving conversation 
skills. Students who participate gain confidence as their 
English conversation skills improve. Conversation groups 
run weekly during 12-week session.  

4. US Citizenship classes prepare adults who are permanent 
residents to pass the US Citizenship test and interview. 
Led by LVSC tutors who have completed Citizenship Test 
Training, the 8-week class covers the Naturalization 
Process, US History, Civics, the 100 Test Questions, 
Interview practice, and the N-400 Application content.  

 
By improving their literacy skills, LVSC students are taking the first 
step needed to improve their lives. As literacy rates increase, adults 
become more productive employees, more engaged parents, and 
more active members of the community. We all benefit!  
 
For more information about LVSC, please visit 
www.literacysomerset.org or call the LVSC office at 908-725-5430.  

Spotlight On, continued from page 2  

 

Meet Joe:  
 

Joe is a soft-spoken, 20-year old single man who is 
motivated to improve his basic literacy skills so he 
can attend college and become an electrician. 
During his teen years, his family moved several 
times. He attended three different high schools and 
eventually dropped out to work and help pay bills. 
He now reads at a 6th grade reading level. 
Currently, Joe has a steady job in the food services 
industry. His wages are low and it is difficult for 
Joe to make ends meet. He aspires for more! In the 
past, Joe worked with an electrician who would 
make Joe an apprentice if he completed two years 
of college engineering studies. Joe has the short-
term goals of increasing his reading and writing 
skills so he can obtain his HSE. Then, he plans to 
apply for, enroll in, and complete a two-year 
college degree so he can eventually become an 
electrician’s apprentice and then a licensed 
electrician. Joe has been assessed by LVSC and 
matched with an enthusiastic LVSC tutor. The two 
have recently begun the very exciting journey of 
helping Joe meet meaningful life goals. In fact, 
with help from LVSC and his tutor, Joe has 
enrolled in a new on-line high school diploma 
program and is working toward getting his 
diploma.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.literacysomerset.org/
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Board of Trustees 
 

Hal Beder, Ed. 
President  
 
Cristhian Barcelos  
President-elect 
 
Carol Cochi 
Secretary  
 
Wendy Melendez  
Treasurer  
 

Members at Large  
 

Judy Kesin Faherty  
Nancy T. Fisher  
Mary Gatta  
Lynda Ginsburg, Ph.D  
Erik Jacobson, Ed.D.  
David Kring  
Catherine Mitch  
Nicholas V. Montalto, Ph.D.  
Enrico A. Prata  
Darnelle Richardson  
Connie Schwein  
Barry Semple  
Jessica Tomkins  

Have you thought about contributing to the 

NJALL Scholarship Fund? 
 

 

 

 

Since 1992 NJALL has awarded two $4000 scholarships ($500 per semester for full-time) to outstanding adult 
students who have been served by you, our professional adult education community.  
 
The Scholarships are funded entirely through individual donations. Every penny donated goes directly towards 
the scholarship grants and every donation counts towards continuing this important program. For donation 
details, go to: http://www.njall.org/ 
 

http://www.njall.org/

