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Everyone has their own view of mission, how it is supported and how they participate. I 

must say that until about 10 years ago, I only listened and did very little about it. Then I was 

given a push to be involved in it by a few caring people and have been blessed ever since. 

The makeup of our community and my involvement with the local Food Pantry and the 

Presbytery is a big part of that. We have many Guatemalan residents in our area, and my 

involvement with the Occidente Partnership goes hand in hand. It has helped me to see 

firsthand how the people live and some of the reasons they are trying so hard for a better 

life. I also envy them. In 

some ways it reminds me of 

my younger days. Life is so 

much simpler, and families 

and religious activities are 

the center of their lives. I 

believe they appreciate 

everyday things a lot more 

than a lot of us do. They are 

so thankful and welcoming 

when our team is present. 

They share what they have: 

food, lodging, everything – 

and are happy to do it. I tell 

everyone it is great to go 

just for this reason. 

I think our investment and 

relationship with Occidente 

is well worth our support. It 

is personal, and we have their relatives and friends in our communities. They are hard 

workers and no one can doubt their Christian faith and belief in Christ. I think our goal is to 

help them gain an education and to help build their faith. This will help them improve their 

country and living conditions 

The International Partnership is inviting any individual or congregation to donate mission 

dollars to continue our dreams for the Occidente Partnership. We will do our best to help 

make it more personal for you or your congregation. If you are interested, contact Jim Krapf 

or myself or any member of the team. 
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