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It seems as if “restructuring” is prevalent in both Minnesota Valleys Presbytery and in the whole of the 

Presbyterian Church in Guatemala. One of the goals of the recent MVP delegation to Occidente Presbytery 

(Pastor Elaine Boyd, Le Roy Ennenga, Pastor Mark Ford, Chuck Moore and myself) was to understand how 

and why our partnered presbytery was changing fairly radically. 

Until now, the national Presbyterian Church in Guatemala was a synod. However, transportation there is 

difficult and very time consuming, so the decision was made to divide the country into six synods. The 

national church would be the general assembly and this regionalization would facilitate meetings and 

cooperation within each region.  

Occidente Presbytery, formerly consisting of about 60 churches, was divided in January, 2016, into three 

presbyteries – San Marcos, Altiplano (Highlands) and Occidente. There are now 20 churches in Occidente 

Presbytery, including those in Quetzaltenango, Huehuetenango, and Sololá. By mutual consent of all 60 

churches, Occidente will continue the partnership with MVP and the other two will look for their own 

partners if they wish to do so. These three presbyteries are in communication with three other presbyteries 

in their geographic area, but of distinct Mayan cultures and languages, to join together into what will be 

called Occidente Synod. (“Occidente” means “western” and they are located in the western region of the 

country, right next to Mexico.) 

We met with each of the new committees of Occidente Presbytery and all 

members of each expressed their interest in continuing with our partnership. 

Pastor Eulalio Alvarez, moderator of San Marcos Presbytery, in his sermon at the 

dedication of the new manse at the “Luz en el Mundo” (Light in the World) Church 

in Malacatán, gave a brief history of the Presbyterian Church in Guatemala and of 

MVP’s relationship with Occidente, including the five water projects and the four 

manse projects. He referred to MVP as the “Mother Church” to Occidente, as the 

church in Jerusalem was to Antioch. 

There was much discussion of what future projects we could work on together. We 

indicated that our presbytery funds have lessened, but that we, too, wish to 

continue working with them in projects of their choosing and design. There is a 

renewed interest in the prayer partnership, both on the presbytery level and the 

congregational level. Having fewer churches in the presbytery may make this 

easier to carry out. Involving young people is a 

priority. Renewing the relationship with the PW 

groups, continuing education for pastors in reformed 

theology, maintaining the scholarships for pastors’ 

children and possibly adding scholarships for seminary 

students, etc. are among things we discussed. 

The reorganization is not complete, but there is a 

great deal of interest in making it successful. Future 

MVP trips to Guatemala were discussed, as was the 

selection of an Occidente delegation to MVP for the 

presbytery meeting in May of 2017 at which time we 

plan to sign our new covenant with them. (We worked 

on this during the trip back to Guatemala City to 

catch our plane home…a difficult task given the 

curves, the pot holes and the speed bumps!) 
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