Dear Fellow Sea-Gull Alums:
As you are probably aware, Camp Sea-Gull is for sale. We are also writing to let you know that efforts are
underway in Hayes Township to purchase and preserve the camp as a public and green space. In the interest of
informing you and giving you the opportunity to become involved if you choose, we are writing you about the
project.
To acquire the Camp and create a park on the property, Hayes Township (Charlevoix County) has requested a
$3,375, 000 land acquisition grant from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund. The Trust Fund has shown
much positive interest in the Township’s plans but a favorable decision from
the Trust Fund in December of this year depends on the Township raising of
$650,000 in matching funds.
The majority of local residents support the project to acquire and preserve
Camp, which, as you may know, is directly across the road from the 75 acre
Driggers Nature Preserve, a complex of hiking and cross-country ski trails
open to the public.
A public park at Sea-Gull would complement this preserve.
We want to be very clear that when we discussed with the Schulman family our idea of contacting fellow Sea-Gull
alums they were reluctant because they do not want to appear to be soliciting your donation.
We as alums feel preserving the spirit of the camp and keeping the property as a place all of us can visit with our
children and future generations is important to many of you as well. Thus we send this letter.
The Township envisions a low-impact community park with picnic grounds, rustic camping, swimming beach and
fishing opportunities via a small boat launch. Camp will also serve as a bike trailhead for the to-be-constructed nonmotorized trail alongside the Boyne City road, connecting the cities of Boyne City and Charlevoix.
The plan will preserve much of what we all treasured as campers – the woods,
the open waterfront, many of the cabins, and the dining hall. It will also protect
Lake Charlevoix from over-development and carry the spirit of Camp Sea-Gull.
Township and county representatives and local environmental organizations are
working on the project and the design of the park. The Charlevoix County Parks
Committee has taken the position that Camp Sea-Gull is the most desirable
property for a park in Charlevoix County. Both Emmet County and the Little
Traverse Conservancy have provided valuable education and assistance with the
park acquisition and management. Members of the Hayes Township Board have traveled across Michigan studying
similar projects to learn how the Camp Sea-Gull Park can be self-supporting.
The attached information will tell you more about how we alums of Camp Sea-Gull can help to preserve the place
that meant so much to our youth and help ensure that the spirit of camp lives on for generations to come in northern
Michigan.
For now, we are only looking for pledges of donations, which will be called if and when the Natural Resources
Trust Fund Grant is approved. We hope you will join us in generously supporting this wonderful project. Our
pledge deadline is September 28.
Thank you for your consideration!

