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MONTEREY, Calif. (May 2, 2015) - Mantella Autosport overcame slick
track conditions and on-track incidents to finish Round 3 of the
Continental Tire SportsCar Challenge ninth and 16th before heading to
a surprise wedding in Turn 8 of Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca.
 
After the race, the team surprised crew member Joe Ferguson with a suit
and explained his beautiful bride-to-be was waiting for him at the top of
Mazda Raceway's famous "Corkscrew" turn. Ferguson, who thought his
wedding was to take place Monday, was swept off his feet by his bride,
Clair Ferguson, who organized the surprise.

The No. 8 of Mantella Autosport in the Renowned "Corkscrew" Turn
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The bride selected the Corkscrew as their wedding destination because
Mazda Raceway is her now-husband's favorite track and because of the
venue's breathtaking views.
 
"It was great to see a good friend so happy," said owner and driver
Anthony Mantella. "After a rough race day, we all needed a reason to
relax and get our mind off of things. We're a family here at Mantella
Autosport, so it was an honor to be a part of their big day. We wish them
nothing but the best; they're both amazing people, and I know they'll be
very happy together."
 
Prior to the wedding, Mantella Autosport reflected on its hectic race day
that included both cars fighting to the finish.
 
Early in the race, the No. 8 Gulf Oil Camaro Z/28.R spun in Turn 6, the
No. 80 MBRP Inc. Camaro Z/28.R was close by, and with nowhere to go,
the two cars made contact. The No. 8 continued; the No. 80 was towed to
the garage.
 
Composed, the team quickly diagnosed and repaired the damage to the
No. 80. A broken tie rod was repaired, along with lower control arm with a
front alignment adjustment.
 
Driver Martin Barkey was back to racing shortly and set to gain ground.
However, shortly after rejoining the field on track, a car from the Street
Tuner class went wide in Turn 8 and made contact with Barkey.
 
Barkey was forced to pit again. The Camaro Z/28.R was repaired in the
pit, and once again Barkey set out to join the race. He transfixed his
attention on turning smooth, clean laps to gain points.
 

Engineer of the No. 80,
Sasha Anis, kept his focus on
keeping the car on track,
turning laps and gaining
points.
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Engineer Sasha Anis and driver Kyle
Marcelli Debrief

No. 80 MBRP Inc. Camaro Z/28.R

"It was just bad luck," Anis
said. "We had a lot of pace;
the car was fast. After the
incident, we had to change
the tie rod, lower control arm
and do a front alignment, so
we were out for 20 laps.
When we were going back
out, we were with the ST
cars. We ended up in another
incident. So we had to

change another tie rod and do another alignment.
 
"After it was all said and done, we just wanted to get enough of the race
done to get the points. We made the best of the situation. The team
worked great. We got it done in time. We were organized, and we got
done fast. I'm proud of how they did."
 
Kyle Marcelli, in the No.

80, finished the race 16th

in the ultra-competitive
Grand Sport class.
 
After the spin, driver and
owner Mantella in the No.
8 regained control and
continued to push the
durable Chevrolet.
Halfway through the
race, teammate Mark Wilkins took over and drove the car to its ninth-
place finish.
 
"Thanks to the Mantella Autosport guys and Team Chevy for giving us a
really strong Camaro Z/28.R," Wilkins said. "It took a fair amount of abuse
today. It was a little bit unfortunate with the incident. I feel bad for Martin
(Barkey) and Kyle (Marcelli). We had a strong car, too.
 
"Obviously we fought a little bit of handling adversity with the damage, but



Lead Engineer Andrew Wojteczko

we tried to stay out of trouble and get some points. The guys did a good
job. We had good stops. We worked hard, and it's another top-10. We
want to move up the grid, so we just need to keep working."
 

Andrew Wojteczko, lead
engineer and engineer of the No.
8, looked past the early incident
and concentrated on a race
strategy to get the No. 8 back to
the front of the field.
 
"Anthony did a great job on the
start," Wojteczko said. "We

moved up from 13th to ninth and
had the pace to stay there, so we
were happy to see that.
Unfortunately, we just had a
moment, and the two team cars

made contact, which is never what you want to see happen.
 
"My guys did such a great job recovering. I'm really, really pleased with
how the team performed and stayed positive."
 
The race will be broadcast at 11 a.m. (ET) Sunday, May 17 on FOX
Sports 1.
 
Mantella Autosport's next race will be the Continental Tire 150 at The
Glen, a two-hour, 30-minute event. The race takes place in Watkins Glen,
New York at Watkins Glen International.
 
For more information on Mantella Autosport,visit
 mantellaautosport.com. For updates, follow the team on Facebook
and Twitter. To keep up with Team Chevy, follow the hashtag
#TeamChevy AND @TeamChevy.  

 

ABOUT MANTELLA AUTOSPORT: Driver Anthony Mantella founded Mantella
Autosport in 2013 because of his intense passion for high-performance speed
racing. His business model was designed with the goal of inspiring companies to
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use racing for client entertainment, building corporate culture and generating
business.
 
Mantella Autosport offers world-class hospitality for companies looking for ways to
reward corporate partners, conduct team-building exercises and benefit from
unusual meeting spaces within the exciting, unique environment of elite sports car
racing. The two-car team represents Team Chevy in the new Camaro Z28.R during
2015 in the ultra-competitive International Motor Sports Association (IMSA)
Continental Tire SportsCar Challenge at prestigious venues across North America.

ABOUT GULF OIL: Gulf Oil is one of the most famous oil brands in the world, with a
long heritage in motorsport, and in particular the Le Mans 24Hrs, the world's oldest
sports car endurance race. 

Gulf lubricated race cars have competed in the famous blue and orange livery and
won many great races.  Today, Gulf has a partnership with Aston Martin Racing in
the World Endurance Championship and, through Teklub Canada Ltd with Mantella
Autosport in the Continental Tire Sportscar Challenge.
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