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Two Denver construction and home 

safety experts have launched a new 

program aimed at educating builders, 

architects and occupational therapists on 

how to make homes safer — no matter the 

age of the inhabitants.

Living in Place Institute LLC ( website 

here), based in Denver, is an effort created 

by Erik Listou and Louie Delaware that 

advocates for simple additions to homes 

that make them safer, whether it's 

handrails on both sides of a staircase or 

shut-off systems on stoves. Both men 

have decades of experience working in 

the building and home safety industries 
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and are authoring a book about home accessibility and safety called "How 

to Live in Place."

Safety features in homes are often associated with older populations, 

Listou said, but these elements should be considered in all homes in order 

to reduce accidents in all age demographics.

The Living in Place Professional certification 

program would educate different professionals 

on how to identify and address potential hazards 

in a home, or how to design and build a home to 

avoid these hazards in the first place.

In addition to their Living in Place training 

program, Listou and Delaware want to change 

the way homes are built, including adopting 

new building codes to improve safety in the 

home.

The Americans with Disabilities Act places certain requirements on public 

buildings that are meant to improve access and safety for people of all 

abilities, but these requirements don't extend to private buildings, Listou 

said.

To address this, Living in Place wants to get personal safety requirements 

added to building codes in addition to building safety requirements.

"Codes don't go far enough," Delaware said.

Living in Place also has an app in development that can ultimately be used 

to gauge the effectiveness of various safety features in a home and identify 

potential hazards. The app could be used by home inspectors who visit 

houses to make sure homes are up to code.

The app also confidentially gathers data that Living in Place will use to 

inform the building industry, as well as entities like Medicare and 
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Medicaid, to address issues in home safety with the ultimate goal of 

reducing the number of incidents occurring in homes.

The program has been well-received by the building community, Listou 

said, and could ultimately save on insurance costs because of decreased 

risk. The pair debuted their program at the American Occupational 

Therapy Association Conference in Nashville last month.
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