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By: Stanton Gill, University of
Maryland Extension
Well, three weeks ago I
mentioned that we had
experienced an 11-week drought
period and it was tough on plants
in the landscape. In the last week
the rains came and people sent
e-mails reporting they received
4” of rain in a single day. The
rains lasted several days and the
and helped break the drought cylce. This rain is very fortunate. Fully hydrated
trees transplant better and have a higher survival rate going into the winter
cold.

If you work for a commercial
horticultural business in the
area, you can report insect,
disease, weed or cultural
plant problems found in the
landscape or nursery to
sklick@umd.edu

By: Stanton Gill, University of Maryland Extension
I received a sample of tuliptree scale from Prince George’s County (Clinton area) this week. I popped off
reported crawlers in Adamstown on September 11 so they have been active in most areas for about a month and
populations have already peaked.
Control: There are a couple of options for control. Treating with one of the insect growth regulators such as
Talus or Distance is one option. The other option is a basal trunk drench using dinotefuran (Safari or Transtect).
Mark Kallal, USDA-Beltsville, found some woolly alder aphids on alder trees in
Beltsville. They look very similar to the woolly beech blight aphids mentioned
in a previous report. These aphids infest leaves, twigs or bark. Feeding causes
leaves to shrivel and drop early. Predators of this aphid include lacewings, lady
complete its life cycle. Other control measures are usually not necessary.
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By: Paula Shrewsbury, University of Maryland Extension
begin their movement towards overwintering habitats. The interesting phenomenon is that BMSB almost all
commercial buildings, etc. In more natural areas, BMSB migrate to rocky outcroppings at higher elevations.
We (Raupp and Shrewsbury labs, UMD) have been monitoring BMSB activity at Sugarloaf Mountain in
Dickerson and Weverton Cliffs in Harpers Ferry, WV for the last month. Up until this past Wednesday timed
visual counts have been “0” or in the single digits. On Wednesday, BMSB counts were in the several hundreds
on Sugarloaf Mountain. I also noticed a great increase on the outside of my house in Columbia on Wednesday
So… if you have not addressed physical barriers to exclude BMSB from you homes and businesses now is the
time. Be sure vents are screened, door sweeps are in good shape, window screens don’t have holes, and any
other openings are sealed. Remember, BMSB have evolved over thousands of years to be effective at what they

By: Paula Shrewsbury, University of Maryland
Do native parasitoids attack the exotic brown marmorated stink bug?
Since brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB), Halyomorpha halys (Pentatomidae), started their fall movement
this week and might be on many people’s mind, I thought it would be a good time to talk about natural enemies
addition to a nuisance pest. Because BMSB is an exotic herbivore I am often asked if there are any native
natural enemies and what type of impact are they having on BMSB? We did extensive studies in woody
attacking the eggs of BMSB and an assortment of generalist predators that feed on the eggs and other life stages
of BMSB. I would like to discuss the egg parasitoids today.
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Two of the parasitoids found attacking BMSB eggs are in the genera Trissolcus and one in the genera Telenomus
(Family Scelionidae), one in the genera Ooencyrtus
Anastatus
Trissolcus species. Trissolcus are specialist egg parasitoids
of bugs in the family Pentatomidae (ex. stink bugs). In Asia, there are Trissolcus spp. that provide biological
control of BMSB so we predicted U.S. Trissolcus may also attack BMSB eggs. However, our studies found that
our native Trissolcus
for Anastatus
Anastatus
reduvii
Anastatus is a generalist parasitoid which attacks a wide range of insect eggs across
different orders. Anastatus attacks eggs of not only stink bugs, but other Hemiptera such as assassin bugs, eggs
of Lepidoptera such as orange striped oak worm, and even grasshopper and mantid eggs. A study conducted
Anastatus reduvii are
When observing BMSB on your plants, be sure to look for the egg masses in the spring and summer and note
their color. Healthy eggs are a light, mint green color that get slightly darker as they mature. When eggs have
been parasitized they turn very dark in color. Smile when you see those dark colored eggs.

Anastatus

By: Chuck Schuster, University of Maryland Extension
Indian mock strawberry, Duchesnea indica, is a shade
loving perennial found in landscapes and turf throughout the

are attached to the main petiole by way of a small petiolules.
The petiole is hairy. Indian mock strawberry will spread by
stolons, which are hairy. Flowers are on the ends of long
strawberries purchased or commercially raised. This is similar
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strawberry.
selective product containing glyphosate.
By: Ginny Rosenkranz, University of Maryland Extension
Nandina domestica ‘Seika’ Obsession™ is a new cultivar from Southern
Living Plant Collection for an upright, compact and very dense plant.
Obsession is an improved selection of the dwarf nandina ‘Gulf Stream’, but
the growing season so the bright red foliage is highlighted all spring,
summer and fall, then with the advent of cold winter weather, all the foliage

mature into berries. Like all nandina, Obsession™ is an evergreen plant,
hardy from USDA zones 6-11, and does best in full sun to partial shade

colonizing out of control. It prefers well drained soils with a light covering
of mulch to maintain soil moisture, and once established will survive
occasional droughts. Listed as deer resistant, the Nandina domestica
‘Seika’ Obsession™ can be utilized in the landscape as a foundation plant,
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Nandina domestica ‘Seika’ Obsession™ has no serious insect or disease
pests.
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To check degree day (DD) accumulations in your local area go to:
http://www.yourweekendview.com/outlook/agriculture/growing-degree-days/
of January 1st, and the date of monitoring as the end date.
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November 4, 2015
Early bird registration ends October 7, 2015
Location: Silver Spring Civic Center, Silver Spring, MD
http://www.montgomeryparks.org/activities/things_to_do/
fall/trees_matter.shtm
Details will be posted late September or early October
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