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Accommodations and 

Modifications 

 
Effective Strategies for Including Diverse Learners 
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 What’s the difference? 

 Accommodation – changes in “how” a student learns 

 Changes the way the student accesses information and 

demonstrates learning 

 Does not substantially change content, instructional level or 

performance criteria 

 Provides equal access to learning 

 Modification – changes in “what” a student is expected to 

learn or demonstrate, allow for a student’s meaningful 

participation in curriculum 

 Content or Complexity 

 Amount of Work Required 

 Performance Criteria 

 Adding Personal Relevance to the topic 

 

Accommodations and 

Modifications 
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Examples of Accommodations 

 Presentation and Format 
 Organizing materials in a visually appealing fashion 

 Reading test aloud when reading is not the subject being assessed 

 Large print, Braille or ASL 

 Setting and Environment 
 Taking tests in a different room 

 Preferential seating 

 Timing and Scheduling 
 Untimed or extended time to complete tasks 

 Frequent breaks 

 Response to Materials 
 Graphic Organizers 

 Assistive technology 

 Dictating to scribe 



Accommodation Made To Test 

11/10/2015 4 9th grade regular education science 

exam.  

Same exam, same 

questions, same 

amount of choices, we 

simply color- coded, 

and grouped 

questions of the same 

skills together.  
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Examples of Modifications 

 Content and Complexity 
 Emphasize the “essence” of the topic 

 Parallel skills taught at a more simplified level 

 Key Points and Concepts 

 Amount of Work Required 
 Decrease or increase 

 Performance Criteria 
 Assess students differently 

 Alternate grading system 

 Personal Relevance 
 Tailor to high interest areas 



Modifications:  

PROCEED WITH CAUTION 

 Use sparingly. 

 Modifications are a value judgment. 

 Should typically be reserved for students with 

the most significant cognitive disabilities 

(PASA). 

 Modified assessments –  

tread lightly!!! 

 Modify your strategies  

before modifying content. 

 CAN’T CAN’T CAN’T 6 YES THEY CAN!!! 



2 Levels of Modification 
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Assignment - 7 day 

monitoring of moon log 

with written observation 

and synthesis of info at 

end of week 

Modified moon log- 2 

specified days of 

monitoring, 1 drawing 

required. Students compare 

their moons by answering if 

they are the  same or 

different. 

Modification Two - student 

compared phases of the 

moon with Oreo cookies 



Essentialization –  

An Approach to Modifications 

 A systematic process used to reduce the 

depth, breadth, and complexity of grade level 

content standards in order to make them 

relevant and accessible for students with 

significant cognitive disabilities 
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Steps to Essentializing 

Content 

 Identify grade level standard 

 Code using essentialization system 

 Essential content is boxed (nouns) 

 Essential intellectual operations (verbs) are 

underlined  

 Reduce depth, breadth, and complexity by: 

 transforming complex verbs 

 limiting scope of content/verb 

 eliminating extra text 

 Generate the essentialized standard University of Oregon 



Why is this important to me? 

 Even if you do not have students with 

significant disabilities in your class… 

  This helps you identify the most salient points of 

the topic and scaffold instruction 

 If you are able to essentialize content for learners 

with the greatest instructional needs, you can 

figure out how to reach anyone! 

11/10/2015 10 



Example – 2nd Grade ELA 
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CC.1.3.2.C:  

Describe how characters in a story respond 

to major events and challenges.  



Essentializing 2nd Grade  

ELA Standard 

 Underline verbs and box nouns. 
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Describe how characters in a story respond 

to major events and challenges.  

 Essentialize standard by transforming 

language, limiting scope and eliminating 

extra text. 

* Describe characters. 

* Sequence major events. 

 * Describe the problem. 

 



Essentializing Standard - 

continued 

 Describe characters. 

 Sequence major events. 

 Describe the problem. 

 

 Decide – Will you address all parts of the 

essentialized standard or just some? 

 Reminder 

 PSSA/Keystone students – need to hit everything but 

you can scaffold it 

 PASA students – you can reduce and modify 
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Describe characters – what 

might it look like? 
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Describe characters: what might it look like? 

 
 

                             

http://speechtherapy4kids.com/images/puzzle_piece-index.jpg
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Describe characters – how else 

could it look? 

 
 

                             

http://speechtherapy4kids.com/images/puzzle_piece-index.jpg


Sequencing events – what 

might it look like? 
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PA Core Standard  -  

5th Grade Science Example 

 Eligible Content: S5.C.3.2.1 

 Underline verbs and box nouns. 

 Recognize that moving electric charges 

produce magnetic forces and moving 

magnets produce electric forces 

(electromagnetism). 
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• Recognize that magnets produce forces. 

http://www.pdesas.org/standard/StandardsBrowser/101221/electromagnetism
http://www.pdesas.org/standard/StandardsBrowser/101221/electromagnetism
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Changing Performance Criteria for a 

Culminating Project - How Do You Do It? 

5th grade science students were presented with the task 

below which spanned over the course of several days: 

 

 
“Use the following prompt to write to inform: 

 

One of the county’s trucks dropped an entire load of nails on the playground 

at your school.  The principal is very upset and has asked your class to 

come up with a way to pick up the mess on the ground.  Using what you 

know about electromagnetism, write a letter to the principal explaining why 

you need a stronger magnet to pick everything up.” 

 

 

What do you notice about this task? 

 



PA Core Standard  -  

5th Grade Science Example 

 This assignment encompasses multiple 

standards: 

 Science: 

 Recognize that moving electric charges produce 

magnetic forces and moving magnets produce 

electric forces (electromagnetism). 

 ELA: CC.1.4.5.E  

 Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

 Use sentences of varying length. 
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PA Core Standard  -  

5th Grade Science Example 

 Recognize that moving electric charges 

produce magnetic forces and moving 

magnets produce electric forces 

(electromagnetism). 
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• Recognize that magnets produce forces. 
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Changing Performance Criteria for a 

Culminating Project - How Do You Do It? 

5th grade science students were presented with the task 

below which spanned over the course of several days: 

 

 
“Use the following prompt to write to inform: 

 

One of the county’s trucks dropped an entire load of nails on the playground 

at your school.  The principal is very upset and has asked your class to 

come up with a way to pick up the mess on the ground.  Using what you 

know about electromagnetism, write a letter to the principal explaining why 

you need a stronger magnet to pick everything up.” 

 

How would you modify this to make the task meaningful for students 

with low incidence disabilities who have limited writing skills? 
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This is How… 

Students built a model of the playground, using paper clips to 

serve as the nails.  They created an electromagnet with a 

battery, nails and wire to demonstrate the solution to the 

problem and presented it to the class. 

 



High School Example 

 History Standard – Grades 9/10 

 6.2.U.E:  

 Analyze the impact of the business cycle on 

individual and group behavior over time. 

 Analyze the characteristics of economic 

expansion, recession, and depression. 
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America in History 3 - Project 

 Marking Period 2 Project Objectives 

 Define the New Deal.  Describe components and 

explain results of FDR’s First New Deal.  

Determine why FDR launched a Second New 

Deal.  Include the WPA, CCC, TVA, Social 

Security and the Wagner Act  

 Describe criticisms or flaws in the New Deal.  

Include the Court Packing Scheme (pages 488-

501, 516, 518, 519) 
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Essentialization of Objectives 

 Marking Period 2 Project Objectives 

 Define the New Deal.  Describe components and 

explain results of FDR’s First New Deal. 
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• Describe the New Deal. 

• Describe results of the New Deal. 



How could the concept of the 

New Deal be simplified? 
 

Modified Text - The New Deal 

 

Why is this a modification and not an 

accommodation? 

 

How could you use the book builder resources 

as an accommodation? 
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http://bookbuilder.cast.org/view.php?op=share&book=b9ce09d30103ad5592f2d0907cf5efcb&sid=21139
http://bookbuilder.cast.org/view.php?op=share&book=b9ce09d30103ad5592f2d0907cf5efcb&sid=21139
http://bookbuilder.cast.org/view.php?op=share&book=b9ce09d30103ad5592f2d0907cf5efcb&sid=21139
http://bookbuilder.cast.org/view.php?op=share&book=b9ce09d30103ad5592f2d0907cf5efcb&sid=21139
http://bookbuilder.cast.org/view.php?op=share&book=b9ce09d30103ad5592f2d0907cf5efcb&sid=21139


CAST Book Builder 

 FREE resource to create digital books 

 Contains shared library where you can view 

books other people created 

 Book Builder Link 
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http://bookbuilder.cast.org/
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Task Analysis –  

Another Way to Essentialize 

 Task analysis is a process by which a task is broken down step-
by-step into smaller components. 

 Task analysis is often used for the learning of a motoric behavior 
or task (i.e. shoe-tying)  
 Pinch the laces.  
 Pull the laces.  
 Hang the ends of the laces from the corresponding sides of the shoe.  
 Pick up the laces in the corresponding hands.  
 Lift the laces above the shoe.  
 Cross the right lace over the left one to form a tepee.  
 Bring the left lace toward the student.  
 Pull the left lace through the tepee.  
 Pull the laces away from one another.  
 Bend the left lace to form a loop.  
 Pinch the loop with the left hand.  
 Bring the right lace over the fingers and around the looop.  
 Push the right lace through the hole.  
 Pull the loops away from one another.  

 Task analysis can also be applied to curriculum. 
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Curricular Task Analysis 

of the Dollar Up” Method 


