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To an outside observer, my classroom 

may look and sound quite different 

from the typical classroom.  Machines 

beep, children rock, nurses check tubes, 

and everyone makes noise.  When I 

look into my classroom, I see children 

who have already fought battles in 

their short lives that none of us will  

ever truly understand.  While they may 

not necessarily “look” like they are  

capable of learning, I believe they can 

and will learn.  The incredible students 

in my classroom are an inspiration to 

us all. 

 

I’ve been teaching in a Multiple  

Disabilities Support program for a long 

time and have learned so much from 

my students.  One of the most  

important things they have taught me 

is to always presume competence.  I 

have the same expectations that any 

other teacher has for his or her  

students.   

 

To ensure my students’ success, I  

expose them to common core materials 

through curriculums designed to reach 

students with varying levels of abilities.  

Every day, the are exposed to Math, 

Reading, Writing, Science, and Social 

Studies.  The Unique Learning  

Program incorporates Word Wall words  

 

 

 

into short stories focusing on a monthly 

theme.  The Equals Math Program 

teaches pre-math and essential skills.  

For example, my students are  

currently working on attending to and 

reproducing sound patterns with  

musical instruments.   

 

In addition to needing modifications in 

the depth, breadth, and scope of the 

common core, my students may also 

need adaptations or modifications in 

how materials are presented to them 

and in how they respond.  We use a  

variety of switches, visual cues,  

positioning, and augmentative commu-

nication devices.  With the necessary 

modifications in place, we do see  

progress.   

 

Over the years, I have learned that all 

students will work as hard as you ex-

pect them to.  If they can feel that you 

believe in them, they will strive to 

work harder.  I believe this to be true 

for all students. 

 

Presume Competence 


