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PSAT Results for Juniors:  The College Board has advised us that students who took the PSAT on October 14, 2015 will be able to see their results on their College Board accounts beginning January 7, 2016. Paper score reports will be received at MIHS by January 29. They will be distributed (along with test booklets) shortly after that. Watch the MIHS Daily Bulletin for specifics on how and when to pick up test results. The test score notification is slightly later this year, due to the revisions to the PSAT and the reduction in number of test dates nationally.

Practice ACT Results for Sophomores:  The results of the practice ACT for sophomores who took it on October 14, 2015 will be distributed at the same time as the distribution of PSAT results (see above), or at the end of January. Check the MIHS Daily Bulletin for announcements about test result distribution.

Preparing for Final Exams: First semester final exams will be administered on January 27, 28, and 29. Now is the time for students to reflect on their academic performance thus far, to resolve to continue their most effective study strategies, and to adjust personal time schedules to accommodate study and outside activities. Students who take full advantage of the after-school tutoring schedule, the supervised homework time at Crest, Advisory Days in BRIDGES, and teachers’ regular office hours tend to go into final exams well-prepared and relatively calm.  This typically yields good exam results. Students who know that testing is challenging for them should make time to meet with their teachers to discuss specific strategies to prepare for finals. Many students begin serious review of their first semester work during the December Break. This is a good time to organize class notes, review readings, make sure all assignments are accounted for on Skyward, and address any missing work. Students, start 2016 with a complete list of questions and concerns to bring to each teacher!

Transition to High School:  In January 2016, MIHS will host events to complete the registration of 8th grade students for 9th grade course requests. Really? Yes!

IMS students in the MIHS Class of 2020 must attend one of the sessions offered on January 20 or 21, 2016. Look for Save the Date announcements online in the end of December. Look for session registration information online in the beginning of January. We are excited about welcoming a new class to Mercer Island High School!

NOTE: Students who will be new to Mercer Island School District when they enter the high school will be invited to a registration session that is appropriate for new students. Registration activities will be completed at that new-to-Mercer Island family event. Watch the Mercer Island High School website for more information in January.

Exams for College Admission

All colleges accept the SAT Reasoning and ACT exams for college admission. There are more and more colleges who don’t use admission exams when making admission decisions. Check out the list at fairtest.org/testoptionalschools. The MIHS graduating class of 2017 should use the new SAT rather than the old SAT, since more and more colleges are requiring the new SAT for admission of our current juniors.  The ACT is not changing. Juniors who are contemplating applying to a highly-selective college should also plan to take the SAT Subject Tests. Generally most schools that require the Subject Tests ask for the Math II (includes Precalculus material), and one other of your choice- choose your strength. Most students find the June Subject Test date works very well, since it is also the end of their classes when they are already reviewing for final exams. Registration materials are found on www.collegeboard.com.  
College Counseling for Class of 2017
Mj Hillstrom, MIHS College Counselor, will start working with current juniors (Class of 2017) in February 2016. Parents, please make sure your current email is posted on your junior’s Naviance/Family Connection account. Here are the links to check or revise: 

	

	http://connection.naviance.com/mihs use student’s email address and password to get into the account. Then go to about me/account/manage my profile There you can add or revise your email address. Using bulk emails, Mj will invite current juniors and parents to start the college counseling process.  Expect the first email in January. Happy New Year!

	

	


Financial Aid Forms
Senior families interested in applying for college financial aid must complete and submit the appropriate forms. There are three different types of forms: 1)  FAFSA – Free Application for Federal Student Aid, 2)  CSS Financial Aid Profile, and 3)  Institutional forms.  Even if a family thinks they will not qualify for Need Based Aid, filing the FAFSA also triggers tells colleges to consider a student for merit scholarships - good reason to file!  
FAFSA - All students who plan to apply for college financial aid (need-based) must complete the FAFSA. This is the form used by institutions to determine financial need, which is not affected by academic record. The FAFSA information is used for “packaging” financial aid, which includes scholarships, grants, work-study and loans. Students can file the FAFSA electronically by downloading the FAFSA Express software from the Internet at www.fafsa.ed.gov  The FAFSA must have a January 4, 2016 or later postmark. Most colleges have a financial aid deadline, the date by which the form should be sent to the federal processor. The deadlines vary by college, but generally the earliest deadline is February 1. Because some of the financial aid monies are allocated on a first-come first-served basis to those who qualify, submitting the FAFSA early has its advantages. It is easiest to complete the FAFSA after the 2015 tax return has been done, however, you can complete the FAFSA by estimating from the previous year’s return. If the information is estimated, the college will generally request a copy of the completed tax return at a later date.
CSS Financial Aid Profile - This form is usually used by private colleges. The Profile can be completed and mailed now, which can help speed financial aid package offers. Check www.collegeboard.com for schools requiring the Profile. Remember, this is in addition to the FAFSA. Forms are available on the College Board website. There is a charge for submitting this form.  The Profile is a two-step process, the initial registration followed by completion of the customized financial aid form.
Institutional Data Sheet (IDS) - In addition to the forms already mentioned, many schools have their own institutional data sheet. This IDS is used by schools to collect additional information not requested on the FAFSA. Many schools that do not participate in the Profile might require their own institutional form. The Profile replaces the IDS of participating colleges. It is the student’s responsibility to find out if the college of his/her choice requires an IDS.
