
Brdo pri Lukovici, 26 April 2016

Dear President of the Beekeepers’ organization,
 
Firstly, allow me to express my sincere gratitude for your support to implement the World Bee Day 
initiative at the United Nations level. The unanimous support of the Apimondia adopted at the 44th 
Apimondia International Apicultural Congress in South Korea is of key importance as it represents 
a joint call addressed to the United Nations Organization.

Together with the government of the Republic of Slovenia we are presenting the World Bee Day 
initiative to the general  public as well  as the governments and high representatives of UN 
Members. Feedbacks are very positive, also in the form of strong support.

At the International  Round Table "May 20 - the World Bee Day – an opportunity for all", held in the 
margins of the beekeeping fair ApiSlovenija, Celje, 12 March 2016, a so-called "Communiqué" was 
signed in support of the World Bee Day initiative. The document was signed by agricultural 
ministers, who were among the first to support the initiative (the Republic of Austria, the Czech 
Republic, the French Republic, Hungary, Montenegro and the Republic  of Serbia and the Republic 
of Slovenia as the proposer). The document represents an important message on a common 
awareness of the importance of bees and other pollinators, and of beekeeping, for our food security 
and nutrition, sustainable agriculture, the environment and biodiversity conservation, as well as 
many other dimensions of global sustainable development. Moreover, it invites other countries to 
support us in this regard.

Regarding the road map for the declaring World Bee Day at the United Nations level, last year we 
launched activities of presenting the initiative and informing countries about the importance of bees 
alongside. This year the United Nations formal procedure for declaring a World Day has been 
undertaken; we have started activities within the framework of FAO, a specialized agency of the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture. According to the FAO formal process 3 steps must be 
undertaken: Step 1: Presentation of the initiative at the Committee on Agriculture held in 
September 26-30, 2016; Step 2: Presentation of the initiative at the FAO Council  in December 5-9, 
2016; and Step 3: Presentation of the initiative at the FAO Conference in July 2017.

After obtaining support from the FAO the Republic  of Slovenia will  submit a resolution to the United 
Nations’ General Assembly. We foresee that a World Bee Day could be declared in autumn 2017 or 
until the end of year 2017 at the latest, depending on the global support. Against this background, 
the first observance of the World Bee Day at the United Nations level could be expected in 2018, 
i.e. May 20, 2018.

The first step, namely presentation of the initiative at the Committee on Agriculture held in 
September this year, is of key importance. It represents a kick-off and a fundamental baseline for 
all  other steps. We have been successful  in putting the item on the agenda of the Committee. Once 
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the document for the presentation of the World Bee Day initiative will  be finalised in cooperation 
with the FAO Secretariat, this can be expected in June, it will be sent out to all FAO Members. 

Dear President of the Beekeepers’ Organization, we would be grateful for your assistance in the 
form of drawing the attention of your government to the fact that the World Bee Day initiative will be 
presented within the FAO, firstly at the Committee on Agriculture in September 2016. In fact, the 
support of your government expressed to the initiative at the FAO bodies is needed in order to 
reach the observance of the World Bee Day. The government of the Republic  of Slovenia is 
committed to inform the FAO Member governments through its channels. 

Despite the lengthy formal  procedure to reach the observance of the World Bee Day, I am 
convinced that together we can do more to promote bees and beekeeping. 

In order to prepare us the most for the first observance of the World Bee Day at the United Nations 
level, namely in May 20, 2018, you are kindly invited to share with us your ideas on how to 
implement it and in particular which activities should be given priority in order to effectively meet 
the objectives of the initiative. On the basis of your proposals a protocol, including a list of activities, 
will be drafted.

In the end we would like to inform you that if you are interested for ordering World Bee Day flag 
with logo of your organization, please let us know on the mail address: peter.kozmus@czs.si

Beside this we would like to inform you that Slovenia Beekeepers Association has decided that 
next year will be in Turkey on 45th international Apicultural congress candidate for 47th APIMONDIA 
2021. 

Allow me to conclude by slogan "Let’s join forces and help preserve vital agriculture, 
beekeeping and clean environment!"

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Sincerely yours,

Peter Kozmus PhD
Project leader for World Bee Day

Boštjan Noč 
President of SBA

    
    


