
 

 

 

Battlement Mesa’s Curb Appeal? 
 

By Keith Lammey, President 
 

We’ve all heard realtors talk about “curb appeal.”  This month, I want to talk about Battlement Mesa’s “curb appeal.” 
 
If you live or work in Battlement Mesa you most likely drive Garfield County Road 301 that connects Parachute with 
Battlement Mesa.  You may know that when you leave I-70 at exit 75 and turn southeast toward the river, you are in 
Parachute until you cross the Colorado River Bridge and get to the intersection of County Road 301 and County Road 300 
(which goes to the Lyons Ranch).  At the intersection of County Road 301/300 you leave the Town of Parachute and enter 
unincorporated Garfield County.   
 
As you proceed up County Road 301 (which becomes North or West Battlement Parkway at Battlement Mesa’s landmark 
waterfall), you gain significant elevation and drive by a 2.6 acre tract of land on the right side of the road at the 
intersection of County Road 301/300.  The front part of the property is relatively open and flat.  A home that was 
constructed in the ‘50’s is nestled in a cluster of trees toward the middle of the property.  The terrain rises immediately 
behind the home and the east half of the lot is mostly covered with sage and rabbit brush.  A split rail fence marks the 
north property line. 
 
When the house was built, the home site offered a nice setting just off of the Colorado River.  Based upon my personal 
observation, wild life, especially wild turkeys and deer, frequent the area.  Unfortunately, over the years, the property’s 
appearance declined significantly and was no longer complementary to the entrance to our community. 
 
Some may argue that the BMSA shouldn’t worry much about anything that is beyond the Battlement Mesa Planned Unit 
Development (PUD) boundary.  After all, since the BMSA doesn’t have any jurisdiction beyond the Battlement Mesa PUD, 
we can’t do anything about it anyway and besides, it doesn’t impact us either.  Or does it? 
 
As your BMSA President I frequently interact with several of the local real estate agents who often talk about a property 
that they have listed and how they believe the property has great “curb appeal” which increases the value of the property. 
 
Like a home that is for sale, communities also benefit from having a positive “curb appeal.”  I would argue that being a 
covenant protected community, and the care and attention given to the area within the Battlement Mesa PUD by both 
homeowners and the BMSA enhances Battlement Mesa’s positive “curb appeal.”  Likewise, I would argue that what people 
view along the entrance to Battlement Mesa impacts our “curb appeal” and if what they see is unattractive, it damages our 
positive “curb appeal.”  
  
Most Battlement Mesa residents have undoubtedly noticed that the appearance of the 2.6 acre triangular shaped property 
situated between County Road 301, County Road 300 and the new Library Trail has declined in recent months.  Some 
residents even believe that the property’s declining appearance significantly hurt Battlement Mesa’s “curb appeal.” 
 
But, what can the BMSA do about the acreage that is ruining our “curb appeal?”   
 
Well, perhaps more than you might think.  During September the BMSA purchased this 2.6 acre tract of land and has 
already begun the process of cleaning up the appearance of “our front door.”  Shortly the old house will disappear and 
additional “housekeeping” measures are planned.  Yes, we spent $45,000 of your HOA assessments (actually it was funded 
by fines) to acquire this property that sold in March 2008 for $235,000.  Not only do we think that it was appropriate, in 
order to control the appearance of our “front door” but, also believe that we got a great deal on the property.     


