The First Blue House Boutique -- 2005 
By The Crafters

It all began that summer when Beatrice Garubanda* and friends at St. Matthew's began making homespun crafts to sell to raise operating funds for the Blue House.  Tracy Dunnwald shared her favorite pattern for knitting dishcloths and the women began production.  Beatrice made several dishcloths and, while knitting was not her strong suit, when she sold them for $5.00 apiece, everyone got really excited.  Using African fabric samples from Larai Dahip, Carol Roeller made colorful handbags and Beatrice sold the items when she made presentations about the Blue House. 

After the shock of Beatrice's death in September, and the realization that fund raising was even more of a priority, we crafters suggested a holiday sale in December.  Tracy began producing her dishcloths and beautiful greeting cards. Carol sewed quilted jackets, aprons and assorted Ugandan pieces.  Linda Lopez and Pat Mack joined in, making warm knitted articles and African bead bracelets respectively. Michelle Chiezah suggested that it be called a Bazaar, as they would in Africa.

The sale was held in conjunction with the second African Dinner, organized by Rosa Uy, of course!  On the day of the sale, we moved the kids' supplies out of the classroom across from the office and brought in card tables from home.  We worked on knitting projects and visited while we waited for customers.  We even brought our lunches, and there was little in the way of gift foods for sale.  We closed the door and turned out the lights during the dinner, and opened again when dinner was done.   It was small; it was fun...and the Bazaar was declared a success!

Fast forward to 2015... the name has changed to The Blue House Boutique, the original four crafters are still involved, and the commitment to raise funds for the girls of the Blue House has never wavered.  And, as the Blue House has grown and the girls have flourished, so has the Boutique.  Read more in Tidings during the coming weeks and reserve the dates of Saturday, December 5, and Sunday, December 6, to be a part of the tradition--and also see what's new! 
* Member of St Matthew's and the founder of the Blue House Orphanage for Girls in Kazo, Uganda.  For her full story, go to www.hopemultipurpose.org 
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