Art Pioneers
An important group of leaders from the Art Ministry Team are retiring this year.  Peg Houck, Marge Alexander and Ruth Donhowe served as founding members of the Art Ministry and were instrumental in the creation of the Undercroft Gallery.  Due to their efforts, St. Matthew’s is known as an arts-friendly, creative church, with a tradition of encouraging and supporting the arts by reaching beyond our church walls to the surrounding neighborhood and wider world.  All 3 artists have contributed their artwork, expertise and time to this vibrant part of our church community.  We are deeply grateful and appreciative for their guidance and leadership of this life giving ministry.
Their legacy began in the early 1990’s, when St. Matthew’s expanded the church building with the office, classrooms and library that we enjoy today.  During this time, the parish hall (also known as the Undercroft) received a major facelift.  An inspired group of parishioners, including Peg, Ruth and Alex Alexander brainstormed the idea of using the newly refurbished parish hall as a rotating art gallery to further enhance the space.  Thus, the Undercroft Gallery was born!  Countless art exhibitions have graced the walls of our parish hall – with a dizzying variety of artwork.  Each of these artists also created a station of the cross in our church sanctuary.  Some of the highlights of the Undercroft Gallery under their leadership include:
· Annual “Celebration of Community” Art Show – welcoming numerous artists in the larger community.
· Annual Children’s Art Shows featuring the work of St. Matthew’s children as well as those from the surrounding community.
· A wide variety of multicultural shows, including artists from Iraq, China, Mexico, and the Native American community.
· Installation of the Stations of the Cross in our sanctuary – created by 12 artists from St. Matthew’s.
Peg Houck is an artist and educator with passion for developing creativity in children.  She has been responsible for at least 5 or 6 Children’s Art Shows.  Peg was a K-12 Special Education teacher in the St. Paul and Minneapolis public schools for many years.  As an artist, Peg describes herself as painting in oils and acrylic with an interest in abstract art, florals, still life and sea scapes.  Presently, she holds private lessons in her home.  
Ruth Donhowe has been an artist since her days at the University of Minnesota where she majored in Art.  She works in oil, acrylic and watercolor at a studio in the Dow Building in St. Paul and at her family cabin on Lake Superior.  Ruth draws inspiration from the natural world, including the landscapes of earth, sea and sky.  Some of her favorite shows during her tenure on the Art Ministry included the diverse global and ethnic cultures that were organized over the years.  Perhaps her most memorable was the Interpretation of Psalms done in partnership with Jewish women artists from the Twin Cities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Marge and Alex Alexander were a team of artists and educators until Alex’s death in 2013. Both worked closely with the Art Ministry – Alex at the very beginning and Marge joining the group a few years later.  Harold Alexander (Alex) was a Professor of Design at the University of Illinois and the University of Minnesota for many years.  Marge Alexander is an artist, paper maker and educator.  For more than 25 years, the Alexanders collaborated -- researching alternative fibers and methods for making paper with minimal, sustainable equipment. Marge continues to make paper in her studio at home and participates in national and international paper exhibits and shows.  In the Undercroft Gallery, Alex was responsible for hanging the shows in the beginning and finding the hanging materials still used today.  He also wrote articles for Tidings and published St. Matthew’s – a Holy Place, which details the architecture, artwork and art furnishings within the church and their history.  
We are truly grateful for the combined wisdom and foresight of these art pioneers.  Their contributions to our church have made St. Matthew’s a warm, welcoming and lively place to worship and connect with others.  Their retirement from the art ministry leaves a deep void – we will miss their collective experience and energy.  At the same time, however, a door has opened in the Art ministry for new members, ideas and directions.  All those interested in continuing along the path of art, worship and outreach are welcome to join in!  Please contact Susan Hardman for more information.
 


