The Social Justice Ministry: An Update   
By Cecelia and Arun Caspram & Tina Maynor
All three of us joined the High Commitment Discernment Team (HCDT) earlier this year -- which felt like a pretty big leap and commitment. But we all felt strongly drawn to the process.

We did three things regularly over the months we worked together (with the rest of the HCDT): intentionally invited the Spirit into our process; explored new organizations and ministries, across the Twin Cities, that allowed us to understand better the lives of our neighbors on the margins (and those who are currently serving them); and reflected together afterwards.  Not only did we feel the Spirit move us as we worked together, we grew very close and unified as a group.

The HCDT process was transforming and inspirational for us, and we knew we wanted to share that experience with all of you. That was a big part of our motivation, as we decided to accept Blair's invitation to lead the St. Matthew's Social Justice Ministry. 
· We think this means creating shorter (but still deep) experiences where we prepare, engage, and reflect together.  We already tried this new model once this year - for Project Home, where we prepared with deep listening training, engaged in serving our homeless neighbors, and gathered to reflect together afterward - and many participants felt a powerful change from previous years.  We are planning several more opportunities like this, for the next few months. We hope you can participate!
· We believe that abstract concepts like "love your neighbor" become more concrete when we have face-to-face, meaningful experiences with our neighbors. As some of our parishioners who went to Southside Abbey in Chattanooga, Tennessee (as part of the Episcopal Church in MN trip) were so inspired, we would like for us all to feel the same impact and inspiration right here in St. Paul and Minneapolis. 
· We believe that thoughtfully creating opportunities for us all to prepare, engage, and reflect in our social justice ministries will bring us deeper into our faith and help us all to deepen our relationship with Jesus - as individuals and as a community.
· One other important thing: beyond any social justice ministries we do as a church community, we believe that our (and your) primary ministries are in our daily life and work. We want to recognize and celebrate this, as well as find small ways to "fill up our tanks" so we can all continue our important daily work. 
We are contemplating holding regular gatherings, likely over dinner, where we can share our work, family, and other experiences serving others - and support each other in that work. We are really looking forward to the sharing, connections, and fellowship that will surely result from those gatherings. We also hope they will be fun and a great opportunity to strengthen our relationships with each other!
 
- Tina, Arun, & Cecelia
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