A PROPOSAL FROM THE
BUILDING 2020 COMMITTEE

“Angels” singing on
Christmas Eve

GOALS AND EXPLANATIONS OF THE BUILDING 2020 PLAN
This information was given to the architect by the Building 2020 Committee.
The primary goal of this project is to provide better access to all activities of the church for all who wish
to participate.
Expectations:
 Persons with physical challenges will be able to move within levels of the building.
 We anticipate an internal or external elevator.
 Persons with physical challenges will have direct, safe pathways for entry to the church.
 Distances should be minimized from parking or drop-off.
 Revised floor plans will accommodate people and activities displaced by access changes.

Secondary goals include:
 Expanding on-site parking
 Improving parking configurations and footpaths
 Redesigning handicapped access ramp (unless superseded)
 Creating a before-church social space
 Restructuring social/meeting areas (parlor, library, Mabry Room) to better meet current and future needs:
 Library holdings may be trimmed and perhaps moved
 Parlor space should have enhanced utility
 Food and beverage preparation and service should be accommodated
 Completely reworking existing kitchen area
 Providing appropriate food and beverage preparation and service and storage
 Meeting all codes
 Creating appropriate passage from exterior door to interior
 Fulfilling other uses (as needed in design for future)
 Providing accessible unisex or female lavatory on Sanctuary level
 Expanding/adding nursery or preschool room (need sink; spatially relate to lavatory above?)
 Restructuring Office Spaces
 Expanding Music Room
Planning and construction must recognize that:
 We want clarity of function and form in our exterior work.
 We want each interior renovation to be complete & to high standard.
 Almost all areas of the church are in use M-F 8 am - 10 pm, Sat 9 am - 6 pm,
and Sun 8 am - 1 pm
 We are a Greek Revival building in a residential district, very close to our
nearest neighbors; a challenge for contextual design.
 We are surrounded by state highway and county roads

The current handicapped parking places (pictured here)
are over 200 feet from the Massachusetts Avenue entrance
(which has steps) and are almost 450 feet from the Sanctuary entrance.
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During the 1980s, 1990s and 2000s, several plans are drawn
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focusing on parking and accessibility issues.
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Westmoreland Congregation c. 1950s.

9/2015

Church-wide small group conversations held
to discuss hopes and dreams for
congregation. Parking, accessibility and
building improvements are common themes.
Building 2020 Committee is appointed by
Governance Council
Congregational conversation held to discuss
building ideas
Building 2020 Committee hires architect to
prepare sketches.
Congregational conversation is held to discuss
architect’s plans
Potluck supper & conversation and
Congregational Meeting to discuss building
plans

Mount Pleasant Church

1956
1978

Union Hall

Mount Pleasant Congregational Church
founded in Washington DC. Met in Union Hall.
Groundbreaking for new church building
Phase I of church building completed
Phase II of church building completed
Ramp is built into the Mount Pleasant Church
so President Roosevelt may attend a
wedding. (Ramp torn down after wedding)
Second ramp is constructed so President
Roosevelt may attend funeral.
Ground breaking for new church building at
Westmoreland Circle
Newly renamed Westmoreland Church has
first worship service in the new building
Education wing is completed
Memorial Garden is dedicated at the church

ARCHITECT’S SKETCH OF MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE EXTERIOR ADDITION
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PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE PARKING LOT AND TO THE
MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE EXTERIOR











A foyer would be added near the current Massachusetts Avenue steps.
The foyer would be entered on the ground level from the sidewalk. The foyer would have an elevator. The
elevator could be taken up one-half flight to the Sanctuary/Office level or down one-half flight to the Social
Hall/Parlor level.
The elevator would open into a foyer area on both the Sanctuary and Social Hall levels.
Steps would still be in place, also leading to the added foyer.
The sloping grade of the current kitchen driveway would be leveled (brought up to parking lot and grass
level).
A driveway/drop-off area would be constructed
connecting the current parking lot and the
current driveway curb cut.
Retaining walls and a new drainage system
would be built.
Steps would go down to the current kitchen
entrance. (Remember the kitchen would also
be accessible by the new elevator!)

Westmorelanders enjoying a picnic
on the Massachusetts Avenue lawn

ARCHITECT’S BIRD’S-EYE
SKETCH OF PARKING &
DROP-OFF CHANGES

Handicap Parking

A NOTE ABOUT DRAWINGS
All of the drawings in this booklet are architectural sketches. These are not the final plans. Plans may change to improve utility
or due to financial considerations, county/state requirements, or other factors.
The Building 2020 Committee will make every effort to keep the congregation informed as this process continues.
Large-print versions of these drawings are on the bulletin board in the Social Hall and on the monitors in the Narthex and the
Social Hall.
Versions of the drawings were presented at a congregational conversation in September 2015.
The architect is Larry Frank of Bennett Frank McCarthy. Learn more about this firm at bfmarch.com.

ARCHITECT’S SKETCH OF
MAIN LEVEL (FLOOR 3)
Changes in gray

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE MAIN LEVEL
(FLOOR 3—SANCTUARY/OFFICE/MABRY ROOM LEVEL)



A new Massachusetts Avenue foyer entrance would be accessible by both stairs and elevator.



The office area would be reconfigured into a three-office suite.



The senior minister’s office would remain the same.



The current large office administrator area would be an open office concept (with cubicles) suitable for three
desks.



The current Membership Coordinator’s office would be expanded to become the Associate Minister’s office.



The current Associate Minister’s office would become a multi-purpose room, suitable for use as a nursery,
children’s classroom, adult study group space, meeting area, or a coffee/social space.



The current nursery would remain largely the same, but with a door opening directly to the hallway.



The current library would remain basically the same; a portion of the library would be used to expand the
nearby women’s restroom.



The women’s restroom would be expanded to be handicapped accessible.



A portion of the current copy room would be used to construct a gender neutral, accessible restroom.



The men’s restroom and the Mabry Room would remain the same.



The front east window of the Sanctuary would be removed to allow space for the new elevator foyer. The east
wall would then exactly mirror the west wall.



The chancel, Quiet Room and Narthex remain the same.



A new residential-style elevator would be installed to replace the current elevette. The new elevator would
serve Floors 3 (Sanctuary Level), 2 (Social Hall Level) and 1 (Children’s Center Level).

The Time for Children during
a recent worship service.

ARCHITECT’S SKETCH OF
THE SOCIAL HALL LEVEL
(FLOOR 2)
Changes in gray

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE SOCIAL HALL LEVEL (FLOOR 2)


A foyer/elevator entrance would be accessible from Massachusetts Avenue.



The foyer would enter into the current Social Hall where the Mass Ave “well” doors are now.



The kitchen would be reconfigured. Our current kitchen does not meet health regulation codes, in part
because the door opens directly to outside. Currently, the kitchen serves as a hallway. A new hallway would
be created off the kitchen so that the kitchen opens to the hallway, rather than to outside.



Kitchen appliances (dishwasher, refrigerator, freezer, stovetop, and warming oven) would be installed, so that
they kitchen meets “warming” or “catering” standards.



A large closet/storage area would be created off the kitchen, under the new Floor 3 foyer, providing storage
for chairs, tables and supplies.



The current configuration of Social Hall closet, Parlor closet and kitchen storage area would be reconfigured to
become office space for the Washington Conservatory of Music.



The “temporary” wall in the Music Room (which was constructed to create office space for the Conservatory)
would be removed so that the Music Room is restored to its original size. (The handbells, which are in the
Mabry Room, could be moved to the Music Room.)



A hallway will be constructed to allow direct passage from the Parlor to the Social Hall.



The mop sink would be moved from the men’s restroom to a designated mop closet.



The stage area, the Conservatory’s Wenger studios, and the children’s rooms would remain the same.



The current Conservatory music library (in the Green Room) may revert to being a classroom.



A new residential-style elevator would be installed to replace the current elevette. The new elevator would
serve Floors 3 (Sanctuary Level), 2 (Social Hall Level) and 1 (Children’s Center Level).

REFURBISHING THE SOCIAL HALL AND PARLOR
The Social Hall and Parlor will be refurbished using budgeted funds during 2016,
not as part of the Building 2020 Campaign.

Youth preparing meals in the Social Hall for Stop Hunger Now.

COST PROJECTIONS
Square Feet

Cost Per Square
Feet

Total

Floor 3 (Office Level)
Office Reconfiguration

635

150

95,250

Multi-purpose Reconfiguration

394

150

59,100

Accessible Restrooms

120

150

18,000

Subtotal

172,350

Floor 2 (Social Hall/Parlor)
Kitchen
Music Room

1378

150

206,700

296

150

44,400

Subtotal

251,100

Mass Ave Entrance/Elevator
Social Hall/Kitchen

576

500

288,000

Grade

368

500

184,000

Sanctuary/Entrance

688

500

344,000

Elevator

65,000

Stair/Landing

200

100

20,000

Stair/Rail

20,000
Subtotal

921,000

Haz Mat

25,000

Alarms

25,000

Mass Ave Parking/Ramps

275,000

Elevette Replacement

50,000

TOTAL

$1,719,450

FUNDING POSSIBILITIES
The tentative cost for the proposed project is approximately $1.5 to $2 Million.
There are various potential sources for funding this project:


A traditional method to fund church construction is a capital campaign. Together we could commit to giving
over and above our regular giving to fund this project.



We also have money in our reserves that could be used fund a portion of project. As of January 11, 2016, we
have $823,324 in reserves. Of that, $636,084 is undesignated; $24,800 is leftover from our previous capital
campaign and can be used for this project if the congregation approves; $38,400 is designated for improving
building accessibility.



We could take out a loan. The UCC’s Cornerstone Fund specializes in lending money to UCC churches.

Funding plans will be discussed with and approved by the congregation.

A POTENTIAL TIMELINE
How long will all of this take? From the time we say, “Go,” until construction is completed, this project
would take 12-18 months:




Final development of construction documents would take approximately 3-4 months.
The permitting process and bid-letting for subcontractors would take approximately 3-6 months.
Construction would take approximately 6-8 months.

Weather, financial concerns, and other factors may affect the timeline of course.
The Building 2020 Committee is also keenly aware of the need to work as closely with other groups that use our
building: The Westmoreland Children’s Center, the Washington Conservatory of Music, the Briggs Center’s ESL
classes, the various AA/recovery groups, and others.
Of course, financial support is vital to this project. If the church enters into a capital campaign, that would need to
be factored in to the timeline. Does a capital campaign precede construction? Can it run concurrently? Do we use a
hybrid of savings/loan/capital campaign? These and other questions will be carefully considered.

Reconfiguring our current kitchen (seen here) is a
major part of the Building 2020 plan. The goals are to
make the kitchen usable and to bring it up to health
code regulations.

During 2014 and 2015, the Property Committee made
our building more accessible by installing handicap
openers on exterior doors and to restroom doors
and by installing a new sound system and hearing
loop in the Sanctuary (seen here.)

YOU ARE INVITED!
Wednesday, January 20, 6:30 p.m.
Food, Fellowship &
Conversation about Building Plans
You are invited to an evening of food, fellowship and a
conversation about moving forward to construction of
improvements in facilities and parking at Westmoreland.
RSVP to David Bennett (davidbennett@rcn.com or 301657-8565) by Monday, January 18, with number attending
and food contribution to the potluck dinner.

Sunday, January 31,
Congregational Meeting, 11:30am
Meeting to receive reports from 2015, review the 2016
budget, discuss building possibilities, and consider motions to enter into a capital campaign and begin
the building program.

