
2016 Virginia General Assembly Military and Veterans Bills - 2/3/2016

ISSUE 

AREA

BILL NUMBER LIS SUMMARY JLC HOUSE ACTION SENATE ACTION

Tax code HB 21 - Farrell - Retail Sales 

and Use Tax; exemption for 

certain nonprofit veteran 

entities.

Sales and use tax; exemption for certain nonprofit entities. Provides a sales and use 

tax exemption for entities exempt from federal income taxation under § 501(c)(19) of the 

Internal Revenue Code, an exemption for veterans organizations that meet certain 

requirements.

2016-05 Finance; 2/3: Laid on 

the Table

N/A

Impersonat

ion of 

Veterans/ 

Military

HB 54 - Lingamfelter - False 

representation of military 

status; stolen valor, penalty.

False representation of military status; stolen valor; penalty. Provides that any person 

who, with the intent to obtain money, property, or other tangible benefit, falsely 

represents himself to be a member or veteran of the military, or a recipient of any 

decoration or medal created by federal or state law to honor members or veterans of the 

military, and obtains such money, property, or other tangible benefit is guilty of larceny.

Courts of Justice, 

Criminal Law 

SubCom; 1/27: HB54 

Rolled into HB1319 

(Collins)

Tax code HB 60 - Fowler -  Income tax, 

state; subtraction for National 

Guard pay.

Income tax subtraction for National Guard pay. Increases from $3,000 to $5,000 the 

maximum individual income tax subtraction for National Guard pay. Under current law, 

the annual subtraction for wages or salary received for service in the National Guard of 

the Commonwealth of Virginia is the lesser of $3,000 or the amount of income derived 

by the person from 39 calendar days of such service. Under this bill, the subtraction is the 

lesser of $5,000 or the amount of income derived from 39 calendar days of National 

Guard service. The income tax subtraction will continue to be available only to persons in 

the ranks of O3 and below. The provisions of the bill apply to taxable years beginning on 

or after January 1, 2016.

2016-07 Finance; 2/3: 

Continued to 2017

N/A

Tax code HB 63 - Lingamfelter - Retail 

Sales and Use Tax; exemption 

for certain nonprofit entities

Sales and use tax; exemption for certain nonprofit entities. Provides exemptions from 

sales and use tax and local license taxes for certain nonprofit veterans organizations.

2016-05 Finance, SubCom#2; 

2/3: Recommended to 

Full Cmte 

w/Amendment (9-0). 

Del. Farrell is now 

chief co-patron

Guns; 

National 

Guard

HB 90 - Taylor - Virginia 

National Guard; possession of 

handguns by members at 

certain facilities.

Possession of handguns by members of the Virginia National Guard. Allows a 

member of the Virginia National Guard to possess a concealed handgun at National 

Guard facilities and facilities under contract with the National Guard if such member has 

a valid concealed handgun permit. The bill also provides that the member's commanding 

officer may prohibit the member from possessing a concealed handgun while 

participating in any training or other exercises where the commanding officer reasonably 

determines that such possession would interfere with the conduct of such training or other 

exercises.

Militia, Police & 

Public Safety, 

SubCom#1; 1/21: 

Reported out to Full 

Cmte w/HB119 Rolled 

into HB90; 1/29: 

Reported out of Cmte 

(16-6); 2/2: Engrossed 

& Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 2/3: 

Reconsidered-Floor 

Amendment offered, 

accepted, Advanced to 

3rd Reading
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Courts, 

Veteran 

Dockets

HB 96 Lingamfelter - 

Problem-Solving Court Act; 

established, report.

Problem-Solving Courts; established. Establishes the Problem-Solving Court Act (the 

Act). The bill allows the establishment of problem-solving courts as specialized court 

dockets within the existing structure of Virginia's court system, offering judicial 

monitoring of intensive treatment and supervision of offenders who have special 

conditions and needs based on military service, mental illness, or societal reentry. The bill 

establishes a state problem-solving court docket advisory committee and requires 

localities intending to establish such courts to establish local advisory committees. The 

Supreme Court of Virginia is given administrative oversight for the implementation of the 

Act. The Act is modeled on the Drug Treatment Court Act (§ 18.2-254.1).

2016-09 Courts of Justice, 

Criminal Law SubCom

License 

plates

HB 98 - Cole - License plates, 

special; immediate family 

members of persons who have 

died in military service.

Special license plates for immediate family members of persons who have died in 

military service to their country; eligibility.Includes immediate family members of 

persons who have died while in the performance of their official duties among those who 

may be issued a special license plate known as the "Gold Star" license plate. Currently, 

such plates may be issued to immediate family members of persons who have died while 

engaged in action against an enemy of the United States but not those who have 

otherwise died in the line of duty.

Transportation, 

SubCom#2

Jobs; 

National 

Guard

HB 111 - Lingamfelter - 

Virginia National Guard or 

Virginia Defense Force; 

extends reemployment & 

nondiscrimination rights.

National Guard protections; employment. Extends the reemployment rights and 

employment nondiscrimination rights that are currently provided to members of the 

Virginia National Guard and the Virginia Defense Force to Virginia residents who are 

members of the National Guard of another state.

Militia, Police & 

Public Safety, 

SubCom#3; 2/1: 

Reported to Full Cmte 

w/HB921 (Mason) 

Rolled into HB111 (7-

0)

Guns; 

National 

Guard

HB 119 - Webert - Virginia 

National Guard; possession of 

handguns by members.

Possession of handguns by members of the Virginia National Guard. Allows a 

member of the Virginia National Guard to possess a concealed handgun at National 

Guard facilities and facilities under contract with the National Guard if such member has 

a valid concealed handgun permit.

Militia, Police & 

Public Safety, 

SubCom#1; 1/29: 

Rolled into HB90 

(Taylor) 

N/A

Tax code HB 127 - Knight - Real 

property tax; exemption on 

residence of spouse of 

military service member killed 

in action.

Real property tax exemption; spouse of military service member killed in 

action. Clarifies that "killed in action" includes a service member who dies of wounds 

received in action after reaching a medical treatment center, for purposes of the real 

property tax exemption on the residence of the surviving spouse.

Finance; 2/3: 

Recommended to Full 

Cmte w/Amendments 

(9-0)

Health 

Care

HB 221 - Stolle - Active duty 

health care providers at public 

or private health care 

facilities; services and duties.

Active duty health care providers at public or private health care facilities; provision 

of health care services in accordance with duties. Changes requirement that active duty 

health care providers in active service in the army, navy, coast guard, marine corps, air 

force, or public health service of the United States providing health care services at any 

public or private health care facility provide services in accordance with official military 

orders to a requirement that they provide services in accordance with official military 

duties.

Health, Welfare & 

Institutions; 1/19: 

Reported out of Cmte 

(22-0); 1/21: 

Engrossed & 

Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 1/25: Passed 

House (91-0) 

Ed & Health
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Health 

Care

HB 222 - Stolle - Recognition 

of EMS Personnel Licensure 

Interstate Compact; created.

Recognition of EMS Personnel Licensure Interstate Compact. Creates the Recognition 

of Emergency Medical Services Personnel Licensure Interstate Compact, includes 

SECTION 7. VETERANS, SERVICE MEMBERS SEPARATING FROM ACTIVE 

DUTY MILITARY, AND THEIR SPOUSES

Health, Welfare & 

Institutions; 1/19: 

Reported out of Cmte 

(22-0); 1/21: 

Engrossed & 

Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 1/25: Passed 

House (91-0) 

Ed & Health

Voting/ 

Elections

HB 237 - Lingamfelter - 

Absentee voting by electronic 

means; overseas military 

voters.

Absentee voting by electronic means; overseas military voters. Provides that a person 

qualified to vote by absentee ballot because of his status as a member of a uniformed 

service on active duty may choose to receive and return his absentee ballot by electronic 

means. The bill requires the State Board of Elections to develop standards for the secure 

transmission and return, storage, and processing of these ballots, including methods for 

authentication and the encryption of ballots. The bill has a delayed effective date of 

January 1, 2017.

2016-12 Privileges & Elections, 

Elections SubCom

Homeless 

ness

HB 240 - Lingamfelter - 

Homeless veterans; Secretary 

of Veterans and Defense 

Affairs to initiate an enhanced 

system to help.

Secretary of Veterans and Defense Affairs; assistance to homeless veterans. Requires 

the Secretary of Veterans and Defense Affairs to initiate an enhanced system to help 

homeless veterans obtain proper identification to ensure that they receive the care to 

which they are entitled. Such system shall include a formalized approach to identify 

communities where homelessness for veterans is prevalent and focus outreach efforts in 

such communities to properly document homeless veterans to ensure that they receive the 

federal and state services they need to get back on track financially or recover from other 

problems that have adversely affected their lives.

Gen Laws, SubCom#4; 

1/21: Reported out of 

SubCom by voice vote; 

1/26: Rereferred to 

Appropriations, Public 

Safety SubCom 

National 

Guard

HB 249 B. Marshall - 

National Guard; recruitment 

and application policies, 

female applicants.

National Guard; recruitment and application policies; female applicants. Requires 

that female applicants for enlistment in the National Guard be informed that they may be 

subject to front-line combat. The bill also provides that the recruitment and application 

policies of the National Guard shall be as prescribed in National Guard regulations.

Militia, Police & 

Public Safety, 

SubCom#3; Laid on 

the Table

N/A

Education; 

National 

Guard

HB 261 - Yancey - Armed 

Forces of U.S. or Va. National 

Guard, former members; 

provisional teaching licenses.

Former members of the Armed Forces of the United States or the Virginia National 

Guard; provisional teaching licenses.Requires the Board of Education to provide for the 

issuance of a provisional license, valid for a period not to exceed three years, to any 

former member of the Armed Forces of the United States or the Virginia National Guard 

who has received an honorable discharge and has the appropriate level of experience or 

training but does not meet the requirements for a renewable teacher license.

Education, Elem&Sec 

Ed SubCom; 1/20: 

Reported out to Full 

Cmte (9-0); 1/27: 

Reported out of Full 

Cmte (22-0); 1/29: 

Engrossed & 

Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 2/1: Passed 

House (98-0)

Ed & Health

Disabled 

Vets; 

Service 

Animals

HB 270 - Cole-  Persons with 

disabilities; rights in public 

places, fraudulent 

representation of service dog

Rights of persons with disabilities in public places and places of public 

accommodation; fraudulent representation of a service dog; penalty. Provides that 

any person who knowingly, willfully, and fraudulently fits a dog with a harness, collar, 

vest, sign, or identification card commonly used by a person with a disability in order to 

represent that the dog is a service dog to fraudulently gain public access for such dog in a 

public place is guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor. 

Courts of Justice, 

Criminal Law 

SubCom; Laid on the 

Table

N/A
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Tax code HB 316 - Miyares - Income 

tax, state; subtraction for 

military veterans with a 

service-connected, permanent 

disability.

Income tax; subtraction for military veterans with a service-connected, permanent 

disability. Establishes beginning January 1, 2016, an individual income tax subtraction 

for the military retirement income of veterans who have been determined by the U.S. 

Department of Veterans Affairs to have a service-connected, permanent disability.

Finance, SubCom#1; 

2/3: Passed by for the 

Day

Title Loans HB 391 - Krizek - Motor 

vehicle title loan offices; 

distance from military base.

Motor vehicle title loan offices; distance from military base. Prohibits the State 

Corporation Commission from issuing a license for the operation of a motor vehicle title 

loan office if such office is within 10 miles of a military base.

Commerce & Labor; 

Special Sub-Consumer 

Lending SubCom

Licensure; 

Spouses of 

Military

HB 405 - Yancey - 

Professional and occupational 

licenses; temporary licenses 

for spouses of military service 

members.

Professional and occupational licenses; temporary licenses for spouses of military 

service members. Extends from six months to 12 months the temporary license, 

certification, or permit issued by any regulatory board in Title 54.1 to applicants who are 

spouses of military service members to allow the respective regulatory board to complete 

its review of the documentation provided by the applicant or for the applicant to complete 

any specific requirements that may be required in Virginia that were not required in the 

jurisdiction in which the applicant holds the license, permit, or certificate.

Gen Laws, SubCom#4; 

1/28: Reported from 

SubCom 

w/Amendment (6-0); 

2/2: Reported out of 

Full Cmte (21-0) 

Tax code HB 421 - Helsel - Real 

property tax; exemptions for 

military members and their 

surviving spouses.

Real property tax exemptions; military members and their surviving 

spouses. Extends the property tax exemptions for the principle residences of certain 

disabled veterans and surviving spouses of members of the armed forces killed in action 

to include real property improvements made to the land surrounding such residences so 

long as the principle use of the improvement is for other than a business purpose. Article 

X, Section 6-A of the Constitution of Virginia exempts from local real property taxes the 

principle residences of (i) veterans with a 100 percent service-connected, permanent, and 

total disability and (ii) surviving spouses of members of the armed forces killed in action. 

Under the Code of Virginia, in general, up to one acre upon which the principle residence 

is situated is also exempt from local property taxes. This bill extends the exemption to 

other improvements made to such one acre so long as the principle use of the 

improvement is for other than a business purpose. The provisions of the bill are effective 

for tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2017.

Finance, SubCom #2; 

2/3: Recommended to 

Full Cmte 

w/Amendments (9-0)

Education HB 450 - Taylor - 

Comprehensive community 

colleges; veterans advisors 

and veterans resource centers.

Comprehensive community colleges; veterans advisors and veterans resource 

centers. Requires each comprehensive community college in the Commonwealth to 

employ at least one full-time veterans advisor to provide comprehensive and intensive 

enrollment and advising services to current and prospective students who are veterans 

and establish a veterans resource center on campus to provide access to federal and state 

veterans resources; serve as a quiet place for veterans to study; enable veterans to connect 

to other veterans, helping them renew the bonds of military service; and be the central 

hub for all activities on campus related to veterans.

2016-08 Education, Higher Ed 

SubCom; 2/1: 

Reported & Rereferred 

to Appropriations; 

Higher Ed Subcom
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Bonds; 

Veterans 

Care 

Centers

HB 477 - Cox -  Veterans care 

centers; issuance of bonds for 

certain projects.

Bonds; veterans care centers. Authorizes the Virginia Public Building Authority to 

issue bonds in the amount of $29.3 million plus financing costs to construct veterans care 

centers in Northern Virginia and Hampton Roads.

2016-01 Appropriations, Gen 

Govt & Capital Outlay 

SubCom; 1/20: 

Reported to Full Cmte 

(7-0); 1/20: Reported 

out of Full Cmte (22-

0); Engrossed & 

Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 1/27: Passed 

House (99-0) 

Finance

DVS; VSF HB 603 - J. Bell - Veterans 

Services Foundation; 

Department of Veterans 

Services to provide support.

Veterans Services Foundation. Requires the Department of Veterans Services to provide 

administrative and other support services to the Veterans Services Foundation (the 

Foundation). Current law requires the Secretary of Veterans and Defense Affairs to 

designate a state agency to provide such support. Existing law specifies the composition 

and duties of the Foundation's board of trustees but is otherwise silent on Foundation 

membership; the bill provides that the membership of the Foundation shall be composed 

of the board of trustees, supporting staff, donors, volunteers, and other interested parties.

Gen Laws, SubCom#4; 

1/28: Rolled into 

HB1341 (Freitas) 

N/A

Title Loans HB 634 - J. Bell - Payday 

loan offices and motor vehicle 

title loan offices; distance 

from military installation.

Payday loan offices and motor vehicle titleloan offices; distance from military 

installation. Prohibits the State Corporation Commission (SCC) from issuing a license 

for the operation of a payday lending office or motor vehicle title lending office if such 

office is within five miles of a military installation. The measure includes limitations on 

the SCC's authority to revoke or suspend an existing license when a violation of the five-

mile provision exists on July 1, 2016, or when a violation would be created by the 

opening of a military installation after a license was issued.

Commerce & Labor; 

Special Sub-Consumer 

Lending SubCom

Education HB 696 - Kory - Teacher 

licensure; technology 

education, military technology 

training.

Teacher licensure; technology education; military technology training. Requires the 

Board of Education to establish criteria in its regulations to effectuate the substitution of 

military technology training for the coursework required to obtain a license with an 

endorsement in the area of technology education.

Education, Elem&Sec 

Ed SubCom; 2/3: 

Continued to 2017

N/A

Guns HB 784 - Adams - Firearms; 

possession by persons 

adjudicated delinquent, 

military service exception.

Possession of firearms by persons adjudicated delinquent; military service 

exception. Provides that individuals who have previous adjudications of delinquency and 

have either completed a term of enlistment of no less than one year in the Armed Forces 

of the United States or received an honorable discharge from the Armed Forces of the 

United States are not disqualified from obtaining a concealed handgun permit and may 

possess or transport any firearm or ammunition for a firearm, any stun weapon, or any 

explosive material.

Militia, Police & 

Public Safety, 

SubCom#1

Courts, 

Veteran 

Dockets

HB 795 - Leftwich - 

Chesapeake, City of; pilot 

program for problem-solving 

docket.

City of Chesapeake; pilot program for problem-solving docket. Authorizes the City of 

Chesapeake to establish a pilot program to promote public safety and reduce recidivism 

by creating a problem-solving docket to address substance abuse, mental illness, issues 

unique to military service experienced by veterans, and issues related to previously 

incarcerated persons. The bill directs the Department of Behavioral Health and 

Developmental Services, the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services, and the 

Department of Veterans Services to provide assistance to the City of Chesapeake as 

requested. The bill provides for the City of Chesapeake to report on the pilot program to 

the Commissioners of the assisting agencies on or before November 30, 2017. The bill 

has an expiration date of July 1, 2018.

Courts of Justice; 

Criminal Law SubCom
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Health 

Care

HB 825 - Stolle - Military 

medical personnel; pilot 

program for personnel to 

practice medicine.

Military medical personnel; pilot program. Directs the Department of Veterans 

Services, in collaboration with the Department of Health Professions, to establish a pilot 

program in which military medical personnel may practice and perform certain delegated 

acts that constitute the practice of medicine under the supervision of a licensed physician 

or podiatrist. The bill requires the Department of Veterans Services to establish general 

requirements for participating in the program.

2016-06 Health, Welfare & 

Institutions; 1/26: 

Amended to include 

Coast Guard & 

Reported out of Cmte 

(21-0); 1/29: 

Engrossed & 

Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 2/2: Passed 

House (97-1) 

Guns; 

National 

Guard

HB 840 - Webert - Possession 

of handguns by members of 

the Virginia National Guard.

Possession of handguns by members of the Virginia National Guard. Allows a 

member of the Virginia National Guard to possess a concealed handgun at National 

Guard facilities and facilities under contract with the National Guard if such member has 

a valid concealed handgun permit. The bill also provides that the member's commanding 

officer may prohibit the member from possessing a concealed handgun while 

participating in any training or other exercises where the commanding officer reasonably 

determines that such possession would interfere with the conduct of such training or other 

exercises.

Militia, Police & 

Public Safety, 

SubCom#1; Stricken 

from Docket

N/A

Jobs; 

National 

Guard

HB 921 - Mason - Members 

of the National Guard of other 

states; employment 

protection.

Members of the National Guard of other states; employment protection. Provides any 

member of the National Guard of any other state called to perform state active duty or 

military duty the right to (i) take leave without pay from nongovernmental employment; 

(ii) retain vacation or other accrued leave; (iii) be restored to the position held prior to 

active duty or a comparable vacant position upon honorable release; and (iv) not be 

denied initial employment, reemployment, retention in employment promotion, or any 

benefit of employment. Current law provides such protections only to members of the 

National Guard of Virginia and Virginia Defense Force.

Militia, Police & 

Public Safety, 

SubCom#3, 2/1: 

Rolled into HB111 

(Lingamfelter)

N/A

Impersonat

ion of 

Veterans/ 

Military

HB 950 - Keam - Fraudulent 

representation about receipt of 

military decorations; penalty.

Fraudulent representation about receipt of military decorations; penalty. Provides 

that any person who, with the intent to obtain money, property, or other tangible benefit, 

fraudulently holds himself out to be a recipient of certain military decorations or medals 

is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Courts of Justice; 1/27: 

Rolled into HB1319 

(Collins)

N/A

Health 

Care

HB 1007 - Levine 

Recognition of EMS 

Personnel Licensure Interstate 

Compact; created.

Recognition of EMS Personnel Licensure Interstate Compact. Creates the Recognition 

of Emergency Medical Services Personnel Licensure Interstate Compact, includes 

SECTION 7. VETERANS, SERVICE MEMBERS SEPARATING FROM ACTIVE 

DUTY MILITARY, AND THEIR SPOUSES

Health, Welfare & 

Institutions, Stricken 

from Docket

N/A

National 

Guard; VA 

Defense 

Force

HB 1051 - Pillion - Virginia 

Defense Force; Virginia 

National Guard; discipline.

Virginia Defense Force; Virginia National Guard; discipline. Clarifies that state active 

duty and training duty are subject to discipline and that the discipline is limited to 

nonjudicial punishment.

Militia, Police & 

Public Safety, 

SubCom#2, 1/21: 

Reported out of 

SubCom (8-0); 1/29: 

Reported out of Cmte 

(21-0); 2/2: Engrossed 

& Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 2/3: Passed 

House (97-0)
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VA 

Defense 

Force

HB 1052 - Pillion - Virginia 

Defense Force; training duty.

Virginia Defense Force; training duty. Clarifies the definition of training duty for the 

Virginia Defense Force.

Militia, Police & 

Public Safety, 

SubCom#2, 1/21: 

Reported out of 

SubCom (8-0); 1/29: 

Reported out of Cmte 

(21-0); 2/2: Engrossed 

& Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 2/3: Passed 

House (97-0)Courts; 

Dockets

HB 1057 Establishment of 

separate court dockets; 

guidelines.

Establishment of separate court dockets; guidelines. Requires the Supreme Court of 

Virginia to promulgate guidelines for the establishment of separate dockets by any court 

in the Commonwealth. The bill provides further that cases heard on a separate docket 

established by any court shall be treated in the same manner and subject to the same 

dispositions as cases not heard on such special docket.

Courts of Justice; 

Criminal Law SubCom

Education; 

VMSDEP

HB 1099 - Villanueva - 

Virginia Military Survivors 

and Dependents Education 

Program; eligibility.

Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program; eligibility. Extends 

the benefits of the Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program to the 

spouse or child of a veteran with at least a 90 percent permanent, service-related 

disability. Under current law, the spouse or child would be eligible for benefits only if the 

veteran's disability was incurred during military operations against terrorism, on a 

peacekeeping mission, as a result of a terrorist act, or in any armed conflict. The bill also 

requires the Department of Veterans Services to define "armed conflict" pursuant to 

regulation. The provisions of the bill are contingent on funding in a 2016 general 

appropriation act.

2016-11 Education, Higher Ed 

SubCom; 2/2: SubCom 

Recommends Rerefer 

to Appropriations

National 

Guard

HB 1175 - Anderson - 

National Guard and Virginia 

Defense Force; pay 

allowance.

National Guard and Virginia Defense Force; pay allowance. Clarifies the pay 

calculation for both the National Guard and Virginia Defense Force on state active duty.

Militia, Police & 

Public Safety, 

SubCom#2; 1/21: 

Reported out to Full 

Cmte (8-0); 1/29: 

Reported out of Cmte 

(21-0); 2/2: Engrossed 

& Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 2/3: Passed 

House (97-0)Education; 

National 

Guard

HB 1176 - Anderson -  In-

state tuition; members of the 

Virginia National Guard.

In-state tuition; members of the Virginia National Guard. Provides that any member 

of the Virginia National Guard residing in Virginia shall be eligible for in-state tuition at 

a public institution of higher education.

2016-10 Education, Higher Ed 

SubCom

Tax code HB1203 - Yost - Real 

property tax exemption; 

disabled veterans and the 

spouse of a service member 

killed in action

Real property tax exemption; disabled veterans and the spouse of a service member 

killed in action. Provides that the real property tax exemption for the residence of a 

disabled veteran, or the residence of the spouse of a service member killed in action, (i) 

includes trailers whether or not the wheels and other equipment previously used for 

mobility have been removed and (ii) applies to a house or trailer whether or not the 

veteran or the spouse own the land on which the house or trailer is located.

Finance, SubCom#2; 

2/3: Recommended to 

Full Cmte 

w/Amendment (9-0)

Education; 

VMSDEP

HB 1222 - Cole - Virginia 

Military Survivors and 

Dependents Education 

Program; eligibility.

Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program; eligibility. Includes 

stepchildren between the ages of 16 and 29 of certain military service members in the 

definition of "qualified survivors and dependents" for the purposes of eligibility for the 

Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program. (By Request)

Appropriations 
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War 

Memorial

HB 1240 - Ingram - 

Department of Veterans 

Services; Virginia War 

Memorial division; names and 

homes of record.

Department of Veterans Services; Virginia War Memorial division; names and 

homes of record designation for Virginians killed during line of duty training. Adds 

the names of Virginians killed during line of duty training in preparation for 

reengagement to combat operations after having previously served in a U.S. Department 

of Defense designated combat zone under honorable conditions to the Virginia War 

Memorial. (By Request)

General Laws; 

SubCom #4 

Impersonat

ion of 

Veterans/ 

Military

HB 1319 - Collins - 

Fraudulent representation 

about receipt of military 

decorations; penalty.

Fraudulent representation about receipt of military decorations; penalty. Provides 

that any person who, with the intent to obtain money, property, or other tangible benefit, 

fraudulently holds himself out to be a recipient of certain military decorations or medals 

is guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.

Courts of Justice; 1/27: 

HB54 (Lingamfelter) 

& HB950 (Keam) 

Rolled into HB1319

DVS; VSF HB 1341 - Freitas - Veterans 

Services Foundation.

Veterans Services Foundation. A BILL to amend and reenact § 2.2-2715 of the Code of 

Virginia, relating to the Veterans Services Foundation.

General Laws; 

SubCom#4; 1/28: 

HB603 Rolled into 

HB1341 & Reported 

out to Full Cmte; 2/2: 

Reported out of Cmte 

(21-0)

Education *HB 209 - LeMunyon -  

Educational Institutions; 

revising and recodifying laws.

*Because of VMSDEP and GI Bill benefits, this bill dealing with the reorganization of 

Virginia Educational Institutions, does indirectly affect DVS & veterans. Revision of 

Title 23, Educational Institutions. Creates proposed Title 23.1 (Institutions of Higher 

Education; Other Educational and Cultural Institutions) as a revision of existing Title 

23 (Educational Institutions). The bill organizes the laws in a more logical manner, 

removes obsolete and duplicative provisions, and improves the structure and clarity of 

statutes pertaining to institutions of higher education and other educational and cultural 

institutions in the Commonwealth. The bill is a recommendation of the Virginia Code 

Commission and has a delayed effective date of October 1, 2016.

Education, Higher Ed 

SubCom; Passed by 

for the week

ISSUE 

AREA

BILL NUMBER LIS SUMMARY JLC SENATE ACTION HOUSE ACTION

Building 

Projects; 

Military 

Installation

s

SB 24 - Reeves - MMIE 

projects; Virginia Public 

Building authorized to 

finance.

Virginia Public Building Authority; Military Mission Improvement and Expansion 

projects. Authorizes the Virginia Public Building Authority to finance or assist in the 

financing of certain activities connected with Military Mission Improvement and 

Expansion projects (MMIE projects), defined by the bill as a project or projects 

recommended by the Commission on Military Installations and Defense Activities and 

approved by the Governor that are designed to improve, expand, develop, or redevelop a 

federal or state military installation to enhance such installation's military value.

Gen Laws; 1/18: 

Reported out of Cmte 

(15-0); 1/21: 

Engrossed & 

Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; Floor motion 

to rerefer to Finance 

Committee--Passed & 

Sent back to SFC
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Courts; 

Veteran 

Dockets

SB 26 - Reeves - Problem-

Solving Docket Act; 

established, report.

Problem-Solving Dockets; established. Establishes, by the Problem-Solving Docket Act 

(the Act), problem-solving courts as specialized court dockets within the existing 

structure of Virginia's court system, offering judicial monitoring of intensive treatment 

and supervision of offenders who have special conditions and needs based on military 

service, mental illness, or societal reentry. The bill establishes a state problem-solving 

docket advisory committee and requires localities intending to establish such dockets to 

establish local problem-solving docket advisory committees. The bill gives the Supreme 

Court of Virginia administrative oversight of the implementation of the Act. The Act is 

modeled on the Drug Treatment Court Act (§ 18.2-254.1).

2016-09 Courts of Justice, 2/1: 

Rolled in w/SB317 & 

Continued to 2017 

(15-0) 

N/A

Courts SB 27 - Reeves - 

Servicemembers Civil Relief 

Act; appointment of counsel 

to represent servicemember.

Servicemembers Civil Relief Act; appointment of counsel to represent 

servicemember. Requires any counsel appointed to represent a defendant pursuant to the 

Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (SCRA) to exercise due diligence in such 

representation. The bill also requires the plaintiff in a case in which counsel has been 

appointed under the SCRA to promptly deliver all discoverable electronic and print files 

to the appointed counsel upon request. The bill further provides that counsel appointed 

pursuant to the SCRA shall not be selected by the plaintiff or have any affiliation with the 

plaintiff.

Courts of Justice; 1/18: 

Reported out of Cmte 

w/Substitute (15-0); 

1/20: Engrossed & 

advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 1/21: Passed 

Senate (38-0) 

Courts of Justice

Tax Code SB 99 - Cosgrove - Real 

property tax exemption; 

spouse of military service 

member killed in action.

Real property tax exemption; spouse of military service member killed in 

action. Clarifies that "killed in action" includes a service member who dies of wounds 

received in action after reaching a medical treatment center, for purposes of the real 

property tax exemption on the residence of the surviving spouse.

Finance; Amended & 

reported out of 

Committee (15-0); 

Engrossed & advanced 

to 3rd Reading; 1/26 - 

Passed Senate (40-0) 

Finance

Health 

Care

SB 233 - Reeves - 

Recognition of EMS 

Personnel Licensure Interstate 

Compact.

Recognition of EMS Personnel Licensure Interstate Compact. Creates the Recognition 

of Emergency Medical Services Personnel Licensure Interstate Compact, includes 

SECTION 7. VETERANS, SERVICE MEMBERS SEPARATING FROM ACTIVE 

DUTY MILITARY, 155 AND THEIR SPOUSES

Education & Health; 

Health Professions 

SubCom; 1/28: 

Reported out of Cmte 

(14-0); 2/1: Engrossed 

& Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 2/2: Passed 

Senate (39-0)

National 

Guard

SB 293 - Lewis - Virginia 

National Guard Morale, 

Welfare, and Recreation 

Program and Fund.

Virginia National Guard Morale, Welfare, and Recreation Program and 

Fund. Establishes the Virginia National Guard Morale, Welfare, and Recreation Program 

and Fund to provide leisure, recreation, and lodging opportunities for Virginia National 

Guard members and their families, Virginia Defense Force members and their families, 

employees of the Department of Military Affairs and their families, and other users of 

Department facilities as authorized by the Adjutant General.

Gen Laws; 1/25: 

Reported out of Cmte 

(14-0); 1/28: 

Engrossed & 

Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 1/29: 

Reported out of Senate 

(40-0) 

Militia, Police & 

Public Safety
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Courts; 

Veteran 

Dockets

SB 317 - Alexander - 

Veterans Dockets; 

established.

Veterans Dockets; established. Establishes, by the Veterans Docket Act (the Act), 

problem-solving courts as specialized court dockets within the existing structure of 

Virginia's court system, offering judicial monitoring of intensive treatment and 

supervision of offenders who have special conditions and needs based on military service. 

The bill establishes a state veterans docket advisory committee and requires localities 

intending to establish such dockets to establish local veterans docket advisory 

committees. The bill gives the Supreme Court of Virginia administrative oversight of the 

implementation of the Act. The Act is modeled on the Drug Treatment Court Act (§ 18.2-

254.1).

2016-09 Courts of Justice, 2/1: 

Rolled in w/SB26 & 

Continued to 2017 

(15-0) 

N/A

Education; 

National 

Guard

SB 330 - Lewis - In-state 

tuition; eligibility of members 

of Virginia National Guard.

In-state tuition; members of the Virginia National Guard. Provides that any member 

of the Virginia National Guard residing in Virginia shall be eligible for in-state tuition at 

a public institution of higher education.

2016-10 Education & Health; 

1/28: Reported & 

Rereferred to Finance 

(15-0)

War 

Memorial

SB 337 - Miller - Virginia 

War Memorial; names and 

homes of record designation 

for Virginians "Killed in 

Action."

Department of Veterans Services; Virginia War Memorial Division; names and 

homes of record designation for Virginians "Killed in Action." Clarifies that 

Virginians Killed in Action as a result of military operations against terrorism in a U.S. 

Department of Defense designated combat zone under honorable conditions shall be 

included on the Shrine of Memory at the Virginia War Memorial of Virginians. The bill 

also requires the names and homes of record designation of all Virginians killed in action 

as a result of military operations against terrorism be placed on the Virginia War 

Memorial within six months of the date of death.

Gen Laws; 1/18: 

Amended to say "one 

year" instead of "six 

months" & Reported 

out of Cmte 

w/Amendment, (14-1); 

Engrossed & 

Advanced to 3rd 

reading; Passed out of 

Senate (38-0) 

General Laws

Disabled 

Vets; 

Service 

Animals

SB 363 - Reeves - Persons 

with disabilities; rights in 

public places, fraudulent 

representation of service dog.

Rights of persons with disabilities in public places and places of public 

accommodation; fraudulent representation of a service dog; penalty. Provides that 

any person who knowingly, willfully, and fraudulently fits a dog with a harness, collar, 

vest, sign, or identification card commonly used by a person with a disability in order to 

represent that the dog is a service dog to fraudulently gain public access for such dog in a 

public place is guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor.

Education & Health; 

1/21: Rereferred to 

Rehab & SocServices 

(14-0); 1/21: Reported 

out of Rehab (9-6); 

1/26: Floor 

Amendment offered & 

agreed to; Engrossed 

& Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 1/27: Passed 

Senate (36-4)

Courts of Justice

Tax Code SB 366 - Chafin - Real 

property tax exemption; 

disabled veterans and the 

spouse of a service member 

killed in action.

Real property tax exemption; disabled veterans and the spouse of a service member 

killed in action. Provides that the real property tax exemption for the residence of a 

disabled veteran, or the residence of the spouse of a service member killed in action, (i) 

includes trailers whether or not the wheels and other equipment previously used for 

mobility have been removed and (ii) applies to a house or trailer whether or not the 

veteran or the spouse own the land on which the house or trailer is located.

Finance; Amended & 

reported out of Cmte 

(15-0); Engrossed & 

advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 1/26: Passed 

Senate (40-0) 

Finance
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Health 

Care

SB 437 - Barker - Military 

medical personnel; pilot 

program.

Military medical personnel; pilot program. Directs the Department of Veterans 

Services, in collaboration with the Department of Health Professions, to establish a pilot 

program in which military medical personnel may practice and perform certain delegated 

acts that constitute the practice of medicine under the supervision of a licensed physician 

or podiatrist. The bill requires the Department of Veterans Services to establish general 

requirements for participating in the program.

2016-06 Education & Health; 

Health Professions 

SubCom, 1/26: 

Referred to Full Cmte 

w/Substitute (SB622 

conformed & rolled 

into SB437); 1/28: 

Passed out of Cmte (15-

0); 2/1: Engrossed & 

Advanced to 3rd 

Reading; 2/2: Passed 

Senate (39-0) 

Voting/ 

Elections

SB 490 - DeSteph - Uniform 

Military and Overseas Voters 

Act; applying for and casting 

military-overseas ballots.

Uniform Military and Overseas Voters Act; applying for and casting military-

overseas ballots. Provides that any active duty member of a uniformed service who has 

been called to duty for deployment to a combat zone shall be permitted to use his digital 

signature associated with his Common Access Card issued by the U.S. Department of 

Defense to sign his application for a military-overseas ballot, the statement of voter 

accompanying his cast military-overseas ballot, and any other related documents. The bill 

also requires the system through which a covered voter may apply for and receive voter 

registration materials, military-overseas ballots, and other information to be capable of 

accepting the submission of voted military-overseas ballots cast by active duty member of 

a uniformed service who has been called to duty for deployment to a combat zone.

2016-12 Privileges & Elections, 

2/2: Failed to Report    

(6-6); Sen. DeSteph 

working w/Sec. Harvey

Jobs; 

Technolog

y

SB 517 - McPike - Virginia 

Information Technologies 

Agency; utilization of service 

disabled veteran businesses.

Virginia Information Technologies Agency; utilization of service disabled veteran 

businesses. Requires the Virginia Information Technologies Agency to include as a 

component of any small business enhancement measure implemented by the Governor 

pursuant to subsection B of § 2.2-4310 of the Code of Virginia a requirement for a 

minimum of five percent utilization by the Virginia Information Technologies Agency of 

service disabled veteran businesses as defined in § 2.2-2001 of the Code of Virginia.

Gen Laws; Continued 

to 2017 (15-0) ; 1/25: 

Reconsidered by Gen 

Laws; 2/1: Reported 

out of Cmte 

w/Substitute (17-0) 

Education; 

VMSDEP

SB 528 - Stuart - Virginia 

Military Survivors and 

Dependents Education 

Program; eligibility.

Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program; eligibility. Extends 

the benefits of the Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Education Program to the 

spouse or child of a veteran with at least a 90 percent permanent, service-related 

disability. Under current law, the spouse or child would be eligible for benefits only if the 

veteran's disability was incurred during military operations against terrorism, on a 

peacekeeping mission, as a result of a terrorist act, or in any armed conflict.

2016-11 Education & Health; 

1/28: Reported & 

Rereferred to Finance 

(15-0)

Tax Code SB 533 - Surovell - Sales and 

use tax; exemption for certain 

nonprofit entities.

Sales and use tax; exemption for certain nonprofit entities. Provides exemptions from 

sales and use tax and local license taxes for certain nonprofit veterans organizations.

2016-05 Finance; 2/3: 

Continued to 2017

N/A
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Health 

Care

SB 550 - Cosgrove - Virginia 

Veterans Recovery Program.

Virginia Veterans Recovery Program. Creates the Virginia Veterans Recovery Program 

for the purpose of providing diagnostic services, hyperbaric oxygen treatment, and 

support services to eligible veterans who have post-traumatic stress disorder or a 

traumatic brain injury. The program reimburses eligible facilities that provide hyperbaric 

oxygen treatment to an eligible veteran at no cost to the veteran and reimburses the 

eligible veteran for any necessary travel and living expenses required to receive treatment.

Education & Health; 

Health SubCom; 

Health 

Care

SB 585 - Barker - Certificates 

of public need; conditions. 

(disabled veterans)

Certificates of public need; conditions. Authorizes the State Health Commissioner to 

condition the approval of a certificate of public need upon an agreement of the applicant 

to support charitable organizations specifically concerned with the provision of health 

care services to disabled veterans and that have a memorandum of understanding with the 

State Department of Health to meet specific unmet or partially unmet community health 

needs identified by the Department. The bill contains technical amendments.

Education & Health

Health 

Care

SB 622 - Dunnavant - 

Military medical personnel; 

pilot program.

Military medical personnel; pilot program. Directs the Department of Veterans 

Services, in collaboration with the Board of Medicine and the Department of Health 

Professions, to establish a pilot program in which military medical personnel may 

practice and perform certain delegated acts that constitute the practice of medicine under 

the supervision of a licensed physician or podiatrist. The bill requires the Department of 

Veterans Services to establish general requirements for participating in the program and 

directs the Board of Medicine to establish protocols to be used in the program.

2016-06 Education & Health; 

Health Professions 

SubCom, 1/26: 

Conformed and 

Rolled into SB437

N/A

Emergency 

Preparedne

ss

SB 634 Secure 

Commonwealth Panel; 

membership; reporting.

Secure Commonwealth Panel; membership; reporting. Adds the Secretary of Veterans 

and Defense Affairs to the Secure Commonwealth Panel and changes from quarterly to 

annual the Panel's report to the Governor concerning the state's emergency preparedness, 

response, recovery, and prevention efforts. Includes the Secretary of Veterans & 

Defense Affairs on the panel.

Rules

Emergency 

Preparedne

ss

SB 645 Virginia Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA); 

exempt records concerning 

critical infrastructure.

Virginia Freedom of Information Act (FOIA); exempt records concerning critical 

infrastructure, government infrastructure, or security information. Defines the terms 

"critical infrastructure," "government infrastructure," "interdependency," and "security 

information" for purposes of FOIA and revises the related FOIA public safety record 

exemption to incorporate those terms. The bill also sets out conditions precedent in cases 

where a custodian of any public safety records elects to exercise his discretion to release 

such records. The bill contains technical amendments.

Gen Laws, SubCom#2 

SB 762 - Dance - Special 

license plates; PROUD 

WOMAN VETERAN.

Special license plates; PROUD WOMAN VETERAN. Authorizes the issuance of 

special license plates for supporters of Virginia Women Veterans bearing the legend 

PROUD WOMAN VETERAN.

Transportation; 2/3: 

Continued to 2017

N/A

ComRes SJ 44 - Reeves - Commending 

the Virginia National Guard.

Commending the Virginia National Guard. 1/14: Passed by Senate 1/15: Laid on the 

Speaker's Desk; 1/29: 

House Agrees to by 

voice vote

ComRes SJ 101 - Norment - Purple 

Heart State; designating as the 

Commonwealth of Virginia.

Purple Heart State. Designating Virginia as a Purple Heart State. Rules
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ComRes SJ 102 - Norment - Purple 

Heart Day; designating as 

August 7, 2016, and each 

succeeding year thereafter.

Purple Heart Day. Designates August 7, in 2016 and in each succeeding year, as Purple 

Heart Day in Virginia.

Rules

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+sum+SJ102#
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+sum+SJ102#
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+sum+SJ102#
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?161+sum+SJ102#


COMPANION 

BILLS

HB63 

(Lingamfelter); 

SB533 (Surovell)

HB950 (Keam); 

HB1319 (Collins)

HB21 (Farrell); 

SB533 (Surovell)

HB119 (Webert)



SB26 (Reeves); 

SB317 

(Alexander)

HB90 (Taylor)

HB1203 (Yost);  

SB99 (Cosgrove)



SB233 (Reeves)

SB490 (DeSteph)

SB363 (Reeves)







SB437 (Barker); 

SB622 

(Dunnavant)

HB54 

(Lingamfelter); 

HB1319 (Collins)

HB222 (Stolle); 

SB233 (Reeves)



HB1222 (Cole); 

SB528 (Stuart)

SB330 (Lewis)

HB127 (Knight); 

SB99 (Cosgrove)

HB1099 

(Villanueva); 

SB528 (Stuart)



HB54 

(Lingamfelter); 

HB950 (Keam)

COMPANION(S)



HB96 

(Lingamfelter); 

SB317 

(Alexander)

HB127 (Knight)

HB222 (Stolle)



HB96 

(Lingamfelter); 

SB26 (Reeves)

HB1176 

(Anderson)

HB270 (Cole)



HB221 (Stolle); 

SB622 

(Dunnavant)

HB237 

(Lingamfelter)

HB1099 

(Villanueva)

HB21 (Farrell); 

HB63 

(Lingamfelter)



SB437 (Barker); 

HB221 (Stolle)




