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The loss of the $350,000 U.S. Housing and Urban Development Emergency Solutions Grant that 

Santa Cruz County’s Homeless Services Center would have received this year has left many 

clients and faculty of the organization wondering how it will adequately distribute services. 

Fortunately, local funding from the County of Santa Cruz has stepped in and reimbursed the 

functioning of many services that would have otherwise been shuttered, including the Paul Lee 

Loft, the Mail Room, the Rebele Family shelter, and the 100-bed winter program.   

 The 50-bed Paul Lee Loft residential center has reopened and is guaranteed to remain open until 

December to provide emergency shelter to single men and women, who are on a clear pathway 

to housing through programs such as case management. However, walk-in visitors will be 

excluded from receiving day services, such as daily meals and showers, that continuing residents 

will still receive. For information on where to receive these services at other locations, dial 211 

and/or check out a local advocate’s Santa Cruz Free Guide.   

The Rebele Family Shelter, sheltering up to 28 families per night, is maintaining housing 

services as a top priority. Other services within the shelter, such as counseling and education, are 

variably available at this time. Currently, the waitlist to enter the facility is frozen but families 

are encouraged to come fill out an interest form on Tuesdays from 1-3pm. 

The Mail Room will be given $66,000 in additional funding from the County to remain open 

through December from 10:30am through 4:00pm (closed for lunch from 12-1pm) Monday thru 

Friday.  

The 100-bed winter program is also given funding through December, however what will happen 

in 2016 remains uncertain until an adequate amount of funding is secured. Donations are 

currently being accepted. 

Other services such as the Page Smith Community House, the Recuperative Care Center, the 

180/2020 program, Supportive Services to Veteran Families (SSVF), CHAMP, and AB 109 
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remain available to clients. As of July, the waitlist for the Page Smith Community House is 

closed, but monthly check ups are recommended to see if the waitlist has reopened.  

Smart Solutions to Homelessness supports the vital services that HSC provides to so many of our 

community members experiencing homelessness. We encourage our supporters and allies to 

donate and spread the word. 

To learn more about our position on this issue, read United Way’s June Special to the Sentinel. 
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