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TO: Penny Leff, UC Davis Small Farm Advisors 

FROM: Lisa Bodrogi, Cuvée Connections 

DATE: July 26, 2016 

RE: Winery Ordinance Re-write in Santa Barbara County 

During recent hearing on the Santa Barbara County Winery Ordinance county officials referred to the goal 

of the re-write to “limit the amount of wineries” and "restrict winery growth”.   

The county’s pursuit to limit winery growth puts further skids on growing an agri-tourism industry.  Many 

communities throughout the State are realizing the benefits of inviting people out to local farms to get a 

first hand experience of where their food comes from and the effort it takes to grow our food.  The whole 

concept of tasting before you buy and knowing where your food comes from originated with the wine 

movement. 

One of the most egregious rules being brought forth in the proposed winery ordinance is to require a 

special event permit if a winery has more than 50 visitors in their tasting room at any given time.  Another 

concern tied to agri-tourism activities is the requirement of a Major Conditional Use Permit for cooking 

classes and ag educational tours.  Requiring the highest level of discretionary review will virtually render 

these activities cost prohibitive to pursue. 

The Economic Study of Agricultural Contributions in Santa Barbara County noted that wineries account 

for 84.1% of total revenues and 85.3% of total employment of the $938.5 million dollars in total outputs 

from locally-sourced, value-added food processing.   The wine industry is clearly a major contributor to 

our local economy in creating jobs and revenues. 

By narrowing the opportunities for people to get out and enjoy our rural environment, connecting with 

agricultural areas they are not accustomed to in big city surroundings, we are broadening the gap between 

urban and agriculture.  This creates a larger disparity of appreciation for those who grow and produce our 

food and is counter-intuitive to statewide efforts to encourage and recognize agri-tourism as a legitimate 

agricultural activity. 

The next hearing on the Santa Barbara County Winery Ordinance will be held on Wednesday, August 3, 

2016 in the Planning Commission Hearing Room 123 East Anapamu Street Santa Barbara, CA  

The County Planning Commission meeting begins at 9:00 a.m. All letters should be addressed to the 

County Planning Commission at dvillalo@countyofsb.org 

Please see the posted agenda and staff report available on the Wednesday prior to the meeting at 

http://sbcountyplanning.org/boards/pc/cpc.cfm
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