
MEDINA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION LAW DAY 2016 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 
 The Medina County Bar Association is pleased to announce its 2016 Law Day 

Scholarship Contest.  A $5,000.00 one-time scholarship is available to one high school senior, 

residing in Medina County, Ohio, who writes an outstanding essay on the theme of Law Day 

2016. 

 

 President Dwight Eisenhower established the first Law Day in 1958 to mark the nation's 

commitment to the rule of law. In 1961, Congress issued a joint resolution designating May 1 as 

the official date for celebrating Law Day, which was subsequently codified (U.S. Code, Title 36, 

Section 113). Every president since then has issued a Law Day proclamation on May 1 to 

celebrate the nation's commitment to the rule of law.  

 

 In 2016, our Nation marks the 50th anniversary of perhaps its best-known U.S. Supreme 

Court case, Miranda v. Arizona. The Miranda Warning has become ingrained in law 

enforcement and has permeated popular consciousness through countless recitations in films and 

television shows. Yet Miranda is only part of the story when it comes to the procedures for 

ensuring justice. The 2016 Law Day theme – “Miranda:  More than Words” – will explore the 

procedural protections afforded to all of us by the U.S. Constitution, how these rights are 

safeguarded by the courts, and why the preservation of these principles is essential to our liberty. 

     

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MIRANDA V ARIZONA—More than Words 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436 (1966), decided by the Supreme Court by a 5-4 

majority, held that the Constitution’s Fifth Amendment prohibition against self-incrimination 

applied to an individual in police custody or ‘deprived of his freedom of action in any 

significant way.’ In order to safeguard this right, the Court ruled that prior to being 

questioned suspects have to be informed of their right to remain silent, that anything they say 

can be used against them in court, that they have the right to the presence of an attorney, and 

that if they cannot afford an attorney one will be appointed prior to questioning if they so 

desire. 

 

 Ernesto Miranda was arrested after a crime victim identified him, but police officers 

questioning him did not inform him of his Fifth Amendment right against self-incrimination, 

or of his Sixth Amendment right to the assistance of an attorney. While he confessed to the 

crime, his attorney later argued that his confession should have been excluded from trial. The 

Supreme Court agreed, deciding that the police had not taken proper steps to inform Miranda 

of his rights. 

 

In speaking for the majority,  Chief Justice Warren stated:  ". . . the prosecution may not use 

statements, whether exculpatory or inculpatory, stemming from custodial interrogation of the 

defendant unless it demonstrates the use of procedural safeguards effective to secure the 

privilege against self-incrimination."  

 

Quote from the majority opinion of Chief Justice Earl Warren: 



 

 “….Our holding will be spelled out with some specificity in the pages which follow but 

briefly stated it is this: the prosecution may not use statements, whether exculpatory or 

inculpatory, stemming from custodial interrogation of the defendant unless it demonstrates 

the use of procedural safeguards effective to secure the privilege against self-incrimination. 

By custodial interrogation, we mean questioning initiated by law enforcement officers after a 

person has been taken into custody. . . . As for the procedural safeguards to be employed . . . 

the following measures are required. Prior to any questioning, the person must be warned 

that he has a right to remain silent, that any statement he does make may be used as evidence 

against him, and that he has a right to the presence of an attorney, either retained or 

appointed. The defendant may waive effectuation of these rights, provided the waiver is made 

voluntarily, knowingly and intelligently. If, however, he indicates in any manner and at any 

stage of the process that he wishes to consult with an attorney before speaking there can be 

no questioning. Likewise, if the individual is alone and indicates in any manner that he does 

not wish to be interrogated, the police may not question him. The mere fact that he may have 

answered some questions or volunteered some statements on his own does not deprive him of 

the right to refrain from answering any further inquiries until he has consulted with an 

attorney and thereafter consents to be questioned. . . .” 
        

RULES AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE ESSAY CONTEST: 

 

1. The essay must be approximately, but not longer than, three pages, typewritten, double-

spaced, in a font which is no larger than 12-point, but no smaller than 10-point.  It shall be 

accompanied by a completed Scholarship Application.  The student’s name shall not be affixed 

to the essay, but the scholarship application (with student’s name) should be stapled to the essay.  

 

 The essay and application must be received by the Medina County Bar Association, 93 

Public Square, Medina, Ohio 44256 (the Common Pleas Courthouse on the Square) by 4:00 

p.m., April 16, 2016. Questions should be directed to Brian Kerns at 330-952-0440, or via email 

bkerns@bsphlaw.com 

 

2. All essays and applications will become the property of the Medina County Bar 

Association, which reserves the right to publish and distribute the winning essay to its members 

and others.  Essays and related application material will not be returned to applicants.  No 

plagiarism shall be allowed.   

 

3. Each applicant must reside in Medina County, Ohio but does not need to attend a high 

school located in Medina County.   

 

4. One winner shall be selected from all entries.  That winner will receive a one-time cash 

award of $5,000.00, paid directly to the college, university or other post-secondary educational 

institution he or she will attend in the fall of 2016. 

 

5. The winner will also be invited to be the Bar Association’s guest at the Medina County 

Law Day luncheon on May 6, 2016, at the Weymouth Country Club. 

 

THE ESSAY QUESTION:   

 

Why does it matter whether people suspected of a crime are advised of their rights? With 

the Miranda warnings so well-known in our American culture, is it still necessary to 

exclude information or confessions given without the warning? 

 



 
 
 

MEDINA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION LAW DAY 2016 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 
 

 
 

Student’s Name: ____________________________________________ 
 
Home Address: _____________________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number: _________________________________________ 
 
Parents: ___________________________________________________ 
 
High School: ________________________________________________ 
 
College/University/Other Post Secondary Educational Institution attending 
in fall of 2016:______________________________________________  
 
Major or area of study, if known: _______________________________ 
 
High School, Extracurricular and Community Activities: 
__________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________  
__________________________________________________________  
 

 


