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The Jerusalem Cross (pictured) has long been associated with the Holy Land. First used with the 
coat of arms of soldiers during the Crusades a thousand years ago, it’s been variously 
interpreted as symbolizing the Gospel being carried to the four corners of the earth, associated 
with the four Gospel writers: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, and the five crosses together may 
be seen as the five wounds of Christ. In the 20th century the symbol was used by The Episcopal 
Church as a service cross for those serving in the Great War (WW1).  
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Welcome 

 
Be you a regular worshiper, first-timer, or occasional visitor, we hope you will enjoy our 
fellowship! St John’s worship, Sunday Adult Forums, and other programs are always open to 
everyone. Come and check us out! Children are always welcome at worship in St. John’s 
Church! 
 
First time in our Church? 
We are delighted that you are here!  For some visitors our customs are very familiar, for 
others they are completely new. If you are among the latter group, RELAX, there is nothing 
that you can do by accident that will cause offense! Ask an usher, watch your neighbors, go 
with the flow. Introduce yourself to our Rector and sign our guest book after the service. 
 
Restrooms: There are three: one on each level at the far end of the building from our 
worship space. Exit the door opposite the organ and follow the signs. 
 
Children in Church: Children of all ages are welcome in church. We want children and parents 
to enjoy church and we support you in doing what you need to do toward that goal. It's OK 
for children to sound like children; we won't be offended. Please use the play area at the 
front of the pews on the right, or the Thompson Room, at any time, no matter what part of 
the service is going on, if they will help you or your child(ren). The Thompson Room has a 
table, chairs, couches, carpeted space, and a PA system that will let you hear what is going 
on in church. Nursing mothers may breastfeed there or in church. Your child’s comfort, 
safety, and well-being are your proper concern, and we support you in fulfilling that 
obligation. 
 
Access Needs: If you need help at the step leading up to the altar or would find it easier to 
receive Holy Communion in your pew, please speak to an usher. Hearing Assistance devices 
are also available. If you would like to try one out, please speak to an usher.  
 
Everything you need is included in this leaflet, except for the hymns which are found in the 
blue Hymnal 1982 in the pew racks or at the ends of the front pews. 
 
 

StJohnsGloucester.org 
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TODAY WE WELCOME THE RIGHT REVEREND GAYLE HARRIS  

Bishop Suffragan of the Diocese of Massachusetts. 
 
Bishop Harris was consecrated in January 2003, and serves as a suffragan (assisting) bishop 
alongside the diocesan bishop, the Rt. Rev. Alan M. Gates. 
 
She is the past vice chair of the Church Pension Fund Board of Trustees and has served on 
the Board of Directors of CREDO (a national resource program fostering Episcopal Church 
clergy leadership and wellness) and the Steering Committee of Bishops Working for a Just 
World. She currently serves on the House of Bishops Pastoral Development Committee. In 
the Diocese of Massachusetts she is vice president of Episcopal City Mission, and she is the 
president of the Massachusetts Council of Churches. 
 
A native of Cleveland, she was ordained to the priesthood in 1982 in the Diocese of Newark. 
Prior to her consecration, she served most recently as rector of St. Luke and St. Simon 
Cyrene Church in Rochester, N.Y., where she was also an adjunct professor at Colgate 
Rochester Divinity School. 

 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE Bishop Gayle E. Harris will be leading a mission pilgrimage in Israel 
and Palestine, Nov. 9-21, and invites members of the diocese to join her. The trip is an 
opportunity to connect with the mission of God in the Diocese of Jerusalem, she said, and 
will include visits to holy sites in Jerusalem, Bethlehem, the Jordan Valley and Dead Sea, 
Nazareth, Galilee, Nablus and Ramallah.   
 

"Our mission pilgrimage is designed to bring us in touch with holy sites associated with our 
faith, understand the culture of the area in biblical times, experience the mission of God 
today in Palestine and Israel, strengthen our ties with the Diocese of Jerusalem and discern 
how God calls us to mission in our daily lives," Harris said. "Come with us and be ready to 
encounter God!"  
 

The deadline for registering is Aug. 1. Estimated cost is $3,700 per person (double 
occupancy), with all payments due by Oct. 10. All participants will meet several times in 
September and October to prepare together for the pilgrimage. More information is 
available by contacting Marsha Searle at 617-482-4826, ext. 445 ormsearle@diomass.org. 
 
CASH OFFERINGS TODAY will be designated for the Bishops' Discretionary Funds for 
Theological Education; checks may be made out to St. John’s with “Bishop's Discretionary 
Fund” in the memo line. 
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But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him Habakkuk 2:20 

Choir Responsory Gerre Hancock (1934-2012) 
The Lord is in his holy temple: Let all the earth keep silence before him. 

The Lord preserve thy going out and thy coming in: from this time forth for ever more. Amen. 
 
Voluntary Intrada Alan Viner (b. 1951) 

 
At the procession: Hymn 460 Hyfrydol 
 
Celebrant:  ALLELUIA.  CHRIST IS RISEN. 
The People respond:  THE LORD IS RISEN, INDEED.  ALLELUIA! 
 
The Easter chant  Vidi Aquam is sung: 

I saw wa ter- flow ing- from the right side of the tem ple,- Al le- lu- ia.-


Cantor:       All:                    

It brought God’s life, and his sal va- tion,- and the peo ple- sang in joy ful- praise:
                      

Al le- lu- ia,- al le- lu- ia,- al le- lu- ia,- al le- lu- ia.-
          

We are sprinkled with blessed water as a reminder of our Baptism.

           

 

          Glo ry- to God, in the high est- and peace to his peo ple- on earth.

Gloria in excelsis: The Sewanee Service

Intro:

                          
Malcolm Archer

 
(b. 1952)

Lord God, heav'n ly- King. Al migh- ty- God and Fa ther,- We wor ship- you, we

                      

give you thanks, we praise you for your glo ry.- Lord Je sus- Christ, on ly-

                        

Son of the Fa ther,- Lord God, Lamb of God, You take a way- the sin of the world, have
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mer cy- on us. You are seat ed- at the right hand of the Fa ther,- re ceive- our prayer. For


                          

     

you a lone- are the Ho ly- One, you a lone- are the Lord. you a lone- are the most high, Je sus- Christ,

                  
          

with the Ho ly- Spi rit,- in the glo ry- of God, the Fa ther.- A men,- A men.-

                              

©St. James Music Press, 2010 www.sjmp.com. Used with permission, All rights reserved.

 
Celebrant The Lord be with you 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. —silence—the Collect of the day—Amen. 

Please be seated for the readings.  

First Reading  Response after the Reading: Thanks be to God. Acts 1:15-17,21-26 
A period of silent prayer follows the reading 

Psalm 1, BCP 585 Sung antiphonally between organ and Lectern sides. Beatus vir qui non abiit 



(   ) 

 
(   ) 

*    
(  )   

 

Cantor 1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the / wicked, *—pause— 

nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats \ of the scornful! 

Lectern side 2 Their delight is in the law of the / LORD, *—pause— 

and they meditate on \ his law day and night. 
 

Organ side 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, 

    bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not / wither; *—pause— 

everything they \ do shall prosper. 

Lectern side 4 It is not so with the / wicked; *—pause— 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

 

Organ side 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when / judgment comes, *—pause— 

nor the sinner in the council \ of the righteous. 

ALL 6 For the LORD knows the way of the / righteous, *—pause— 

but the way of the \ wicked is doomed. 
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Second Reading  Response after the Reading: Thanks be to God. 1 John 5:9-13 

A period of silent prayer follows the reading 

 
Anthem The Lamb John Tavener (1944-2013) 

         Little Lamb who made thee?          Little Lamb I'll tell thee, 
         Dost thou know who made thee?           Little Lamb I'll tell thee! 
Gave thee life & bid thee feed.  He is called by thy name, 
By the stream & o'er the mead; For he calls himself a Lamb:  
Gave thee clothing of delight, He is meek & he is mild,  
Softest clothing wooly bright; He became a little child:  
Gave thee such a tender voice, I a child & thou a lamb,  
Making all the vales rejoice!  We are called by his name. 
         Little Lamb who made thee?           Little Lamb God bless thee.  
         Dost thou know who made thee?          Little Lamb God bless thee. 

 
Please stand for the The Great Alleluia S-70. Please turn to face the book of the Gospels for the reading. 

Al le- lu- ia.-

Cantor first, then all. Repeat after verse.

                     

 
Acclamation before the Gospel: Glory to you, Lord Christ 

Holy Gospel Acclamation after the Gospel: Praise to you, Lord Christ John 17:6-19 

Please join in singing, overleaf. 

Easter Troparion Christ is risen adapted from Jeremiah Ingalls, 1805 

Christ is ri sen- from the dead, tramp ling- down death by death

WLP 817

        
Sung Thrice, softly, louder, and loudest

      
               

                
              

and on those in the tombs be stow- ing- life, be stow- ing- life!

                   
                   

                    

Early American, Adapt. Richard Fabian (b. 1942)
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Homily  The Right Rev. Gayle Harris, Bishop Suffragan 
 

After a period of reflective silence following the homily we stand and sing: 

A metrical setting of the Apostles Creed WLP 769




                  
Arfon

I be lieve- in God's own Spir it,- bond ing- all the saints with in-
I be lieve- that Je sus- suf fered,- scourged and scorned and cru ci- fied;-
I be lieve- in God al might- y,- Au thor- of all things that be,




              

                   
                   




                  

one Church, cath o- lic- and ho ly,- where for give- ness- frees from sin;
tak en- from the cross, was bur ied-- True Life there had tru ly- died.
Ma ker- of the earth and heav ens,- Keep er- of the sky and sea.




              

                 
                 


                    

in the bod y's- res ur- rec- tion,- for the break ing- of death's chain
I be lieve- that on the third day Christ was raised up from the grave.
I be lieve- in God's Son, Je sus,- now for us both Lord and Christ


               

               
                




                  

gives the life that's ev er- last- ing.- This the faith that I have claimed.
then as cend- ed- to God's right hand. He will come to judge and save.
Of the Spi rit- and of Mar y- born to bring a bun- dant- life.




              

                   
                   

Words:  Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955-1993) ©  1991 GIA Publications
Music:  ARFON (Major), Welsh, harm Carlton R. Young, alt. arr. ©  1964 Abingdon

Reprinted with permission OneLicense.net A715980  
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Prayers of the People  

Celebrant: Not belonging to the world, we intercede for the world. Let us offer prayers to God for 
all persons everywhere, to protect them from the evil one. 

Intercessor: For this holy gathering and all who enter our circle of faith. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor: For those studying for confirmation. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor: For the holy churches of God, Alan and Gayle our bishops, the presbyters and deacons, 
our new brothers and sisters, this holy gathering, and all the holy people of God. 

People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor: For the leaders of the nations and peace in the world. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor: For this city and the community around us. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor: For all in any pain and all who sorrow. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor: For the dying and the dead. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor: For ourselves, our families, and those we love. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor: That Christ may fill us with the joy and happiness of his holy resurrection. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 
Intercessor: That we may enter the chamber of the divine wedding feast and rejoice without limit with 

the angels and saints. 
People: Glory and praise to you, O living God. 

Intercessor: Lifting our voices with the ever Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint John, apostle and evangelist, 
and all the saints, let us offer ourselves and one another to the living God through Christ.  

People: To you, O Lord. 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who sent your Son into the world. Hear our prayers 
for all your creation and sanctify us in the truth of your word; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

People: Amen. Ormonde Plater. oplater.net/prayer.htm 

 
Celebrant:  The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People: And also with you. We offer a sign of peace to those nearby. 

Parish notices & announcements 

Celebrant:   ALLELUIA.  CHRIST IS RISEN. 
The People respond:  THE LORD IS RISEN, INDEED.  ALLELUIA! 
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At the Liturgy of Holy Communion 

Christ has a ris- en- to set us free. Al le- lu- ia,- to him prais es- be.
"Go spread the news; he's not in the grave. He has a ris- en,- mor tals- to save."
The an gel- said to them, "Do not fear. You look for Je sus- who is not here.
For three long days the grave did its worst un til- its strength by God was dis persed.-

Christ has a ris- en,- al le- lu- ia!- Re joice- and praise him, al le- lu- ia,-

Offertory Hymn: Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia




                 
Mfurahini, haleluya

        



  









   


 

Je sus- is liv ing,- let the earth sing; He reigns tri um- phant,- heav en- ly- king.
Je sus'- re deem- ing- la bors- are done. Ev en- the bat tle- with sin is won."

See for your selves,- the tomb is all bare. On ly- the grave cloths are ly ing- there.
Christ who gives life did death un der- go,- and in its con quest- his might did show.

for our re deem- er- burst from the tomb, e ven- from death, dis pel- ling- its gloom.




                 

        



  









   


 

 

Let us sing praise to him with end less- joy. Death's fear ful- sting he has come to de stroy,-

Refrain:


                    

     















    

















our sins for giv- ing,- al le- lu- ia.- Christ has a ris- en,- al le- lu- ia!-




                 

        



  









   


 

Text Bernard Kyamanywa  tr Howard Olson © 1968 Augsburg Fortress
Music: Tanzanian traditional

All rights reserved. Used with permission. OneLicense.net A-715980   
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The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A, Book of Common Prayer p. 361 
 

 
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful 
thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, But chiefly we are bound 
to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was 
sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By 
his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again 
he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

          Ho ly,- ho ly,- ho ly- Lord, God of pow'r and might,

Sanctus: The Sewanee Service


Introduction

                            
Malcolm Archer (b. 1952)

heav en- and earth are full of your glo ry.- Ho san- na- in the high est.-

                    

Bless ed- is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the name of the Lord.

                    

Ho san- na- in the high est,- ho san- na- in the high est.-

                    

©St. James Music Press, 2010 www.sjmp.com. Used with permission, All rights reserved.

 
At the acclamation in the eucharistic prayer: 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

At the conclusion of the eucharistic prayer 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, 
and praise for ever and ever.   Amen.  
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Our Fa ther- in hea ven,- hal lowed- be your name, your King dom- come, your will be done,

The Lord's Prayer S148

                    
Ambrosian Chant, harmonized by Mark Howe

 
     


    


     

  


on earth as in hea ven.- Give us to day- our dai ly- bread. For give- us our sins,

                    

 
    





       


    


as we for give- those who sin a gainst- us. Save us from the time of tri al,-

                   

 
         


      





and de liv- er- us from e vil.- For the king dom,- the power and the

                 

         


       

glo ry- are yours. Now and for ev er.- A men-

              

©1991 Mark Howe. All rights reserved, used with permission. 

 
   

     








 

Al le- lu- ia.-

Fraction Anthem WLP 879

 
Cantor:   

                
Dorothy Papadakos (born 1960)

© 1996 Dorothy J. Papadakos
All rights reserved. Used with permission. OneLicense.net A-715980



 
All sing: Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; 

     therefore let us keep the feast. 
Christ has been raised from the dead, 
     the first fruits of those who have fallen a-sleep. 

For since by a man came death, 
     by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 
For as in Adam all die, 
     so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alle-lu-ia. 
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RECEIVING COMMUNION: The altar in our church belongs to God. All are welcome and encouraged 
to come forward during the distribution of Holy Communion.  

To receive communion, stand or kneel at the rail, stand against the plaster wall inside the rail, or notify an 
usher that you need to have communion brought to you at your seat. After you receive communion at (or inside) the 
rail, please remain in place until the chalicist says “Go in peace.” The response after receiving each kind (bread and 
wine) is “Amen,” or you may remain silent. If you wish to receive a blessing instead of communion, please cross your 
arms over your chest before the Bread comes by. 

We do not practice “intinction,” that is, dipping bread in wine. If you do not wish to drink from the chalice, 
please cross your arms over your chest so the chalicist knows this. Receiving the Sacrament in either kind alone 
constitutes a full and valid Communion. 

Gluten-free wafers are available; simply ask the person distributing the Bread. 
Saint John's is committed to achieving the full inclusion of all people in Christ's Body, the Church. Please feel 

free to ask the rector if you have any questions. 

Please join in singing the Communion music: 

If you say He saved you from your sin, Now you're weak, you're bound and
There are bless ings- you can not- re ceive- Till you know Him in His

There's a sweet, sweet Spi rit- in this place, And I know that it's the

Communion Hymn WLP 752

1.  
2.
3.




             
  

Sweet, Sweet Spirit

can not- en ter- in, You can make it right if you will
full ness- and be lieve.- You're the one to pro fit- when you
Spi rit- of the Lord. There are sweet ex pres- sions- on each


                

yield; You'll en joy- the Ho ly- Spi rit- that we feel.
say, "I am going to walk with Je sus- all the way."
face, And I know they feel the pre sence- of the Lord.


      

           

Sweet Ho ly- Spi rit,- Sweet heav en- ly- Dove, Stay right here with us,


               

  

fill ing- us with Your love. And for these bless ings- we lift our hearts in


            


      

praise; With out- a doubt we'll know that we have been re vived- When we shall leave this place.


                      

Words and Music: Doris Akers (1922-1995) © 1962 Manna Music
All rights reserved, used with permission OneLicense.net A715980
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And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, The
My sin, oh, the bliss of this glor i- ous- thought! My

Though Sa tan- should buf fet,- though tri als- should come, Let
When peace, like a riv er,- at tend- eth- my way, When

Hymn 188 (LEVAS II)


              

It is well with my soul


              

            

  
         





 

clouds be rolled back as a scroll; The trump shall re sound,- and the
sin, not in part but the whole, Is nailed to the cross, and I
this blest as sur- ance- con trol,- That Christ has re gard- ed- my
sor rows- like sea bil lows- roll; What ev- er- my lot, Thou has


               
               

              

  
   


   


 





    

Lord shall de scend,- Ev en- so, it is well with my soul.
bear it no more, Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
help less- es tate,- And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

taught me to say, It is well, it is well, with my soul.


         


   

  
         


   

  

             

 









        






 

It is well, it is well, It is well, it is well, with my soul.


                

 


Refrain

             
 

with my soul, with my soul

    
    






 




    







Words: Horatio Spafford (1828-1888)

Music: Philip P. Bliss (1838-1876)
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      Gra cious- Spi rit,- help us sum mon- oth er- guests to share that feast
      Turn our wor ship- in to- wit ness- in the sac ra- ment- of life;
      As we ga ther- at your ta ble,- as we lis ten- to your word,

Communion Hymn WLP 763

 
Organ

                    
Raquel

where tri um- phant- Love will wel come- those who had been last and least.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring ing- peace where there is strife.
help us know, O God, your pre sence;- let our hearts and minds be stirred.

                

There no more will en vy- blind us, nor will pride our peace des troy,-
Give us, Christ, your great com pas- sion- to for give- as you for gave;-
Nour ish- us with sac red- sto ry- till we claim it as our own;

                

as we join with saints and an gels- to re peat- the sound ing- joy.
may we still be hold- your i mage- in the world you died to save.
teach us through this ho ly- ban quet- how to make Love's vic t'ry- known.

                

Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr (b1944) © 1989 Hope Pub.
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission. OneLicense.net A-707589

Music: Skinner Chávez-Melo (1944-1992) ©1989  

All who hun ger,- sing to geth- er,- Je sus- Christ is liv ing- breat.
All who hun ger,- nev er- strang ers;- seek er- be a wel come- guest.
All who hun ger,- glad ly- ga ther,- ho ly- man na- is our bread.

Communion Hymn: 761 in Wonder, Love and Praise




                   
Holy Manna

Come from lone li- ness- and long ing.- Here in peace we have been fed.
come from rest less- ness- and roam ing.- Here in joy we keep the feast.
Come from wil der- ness- and wan dering,- here in truth we will be fed.




                   

Blest are those who from this ta ble- live their days in grat i- tude.-
We that once were lost and scat tered- in com me- nion's- love have stood.
You that yearn for days of full ness,- all a round- us is our food.


                 

Taste and see the grace e ter- nal,- taste and see that God is good.




                   
Words: Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955-1993) © 1991 GIA Pub.

Music: from Columbian Harmony, 1825
All rights reserved. Used with permission. OneLicense.net A-715980
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After all have received, a period of silence and reflection precedes the postcommunion rite 

At the Postcommunion and Going Forth for Ministry  

Postcommunion Prayer   

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 

Celebrant:  ALLELUIA.  CHRIST IS RISEN. 
The People respond THE LORD IS RISEN, INDEED.  ALLELUIA! 

Easter Blessing Church of England:  Common Worship 2000 
 

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 
open to you the gates of everlasting life.  Amen. 
 

God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 
give you joy as you share the Easter faith. Amen. 
 

God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 
empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  
 

At the procession: Hymn 214 Llanfair 
The Dismissal        Response: 

Thanks be to God. Al le- lu- ia.- al le- lu- ia.-

          |          
 

Voluntary Sortie Richard Lloyd (born 1933) 

If you leave during the Music, please do so quietly so as not to disturb those who remain to listen. 
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May 17, 2015: THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

 Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
 Presiding and Preaching The Rt. Rev. Gayle E. Harris, Bishop Suffragan  
 Assisting The Rev. Bret Bowie Hays, Rector 
 Bishop’s Chaplain The Rev. Laurel Deery, Deacon 
 

 

 Lectors Rick Britton & Bob Stewart 
 Eucharistic Ministers Marjorie Fergusson & Carolyn Stewart 
 Intercessor The Rev. Laurel Deery 
 Acolytes Sue Lupo & Barbara Soreng 
 Ushers Don Cole & Jonathan Pope 
 Greeters Tom & Claudette Chmura  
 

 Preparing for the Liturgy 
 Altar Guild Malcolm Henderson & Marjorie Fergusson.  
 Flower Guild Catherine McGeary 
  Bread bakers Kim Prentice, Janet Williams, Catherine McGeary & Sue Lupo. 

 

 FOOD BANK for next week:  Peanut Butter  

The Cape Ann Food Pantry can only accept unexpired items in original packaging. 

 St. John’s Action Shelter Sandwich Program this week is by Mary Jane Sawyer. 

 THE ALTAR FLOWERS TODAY are given in honor of Bob’s birthday and 45th wedding 
anniversary of Bob and Carolyn Stewart. 

 Flowers at the Paschal Candle are given in memory of Ernest Nelson. 

 THE SANCTUARY LAMP burns this week in memory of Sharon A. Murray given by Tamara 
Moulton. 

  

St. John’s Intercession List 
 

Short term: Sherry Beaulieu, Emelia Currier, Francisco Silva and Allan Downie. 
 

Long term: Elvira “Mary” Spinney, Christopher Secrest, Janet Williams, Eric Runnells, Ruth 
Campos, Cynthia Linkas, David Arnold, Sally Brown, Jon Brown, Nancy McCarthy, Christine 
deLima, Dick and Phyllis McGinnis, Annette Biggar, Neil Woodberry, John Cobb & Mary Frear, 
Ben Shepard, Charlie Currier, Guy Maychszak, Glo Richardson, Nancy Poland, Maxine Lupo, 
Susan Richardson, Ted and Linda Lavery, Mary McIntyre, Elizabeth Kaul, Mark Brophy, Nancy 
Feldman, Emilie Stotzer, Tamara Moulton, Marilyn Prentiss, Anne Brantley Betts. 
 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Russell Moulton. May his soul and the souls of all 
faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

Artist on display in the Thompson Room Hallway is Alby Mason Waugh. Paintings are 
available for purchase. 
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SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES: May 17, 2015 

SUMMER SUNDAYS AT 9 AM STARTS NOW! 
 
Pentecost Sunday (“wear red”) May 24 (Memorial Day weekend). The Choir will be singing 
an unusual anthem to mark the day. The music is for unison choir, organ and pre-recorded 
sounds. The composer is Richard Felciano (richardfelciano.com) and the music is from 1967 
and utilizes all sorts of electronic sounds to color the excitement and mystery of the 
Pentecost story. Vocal techniques such as glissando (“sliding”), whispering and singing with 
hands over the mouth are also utilized. Felciano was well recognized at the time for his work 
and there is a setting of Mass music commissioned for and published in the Hymnal 1982. 
Sadly it is not often used. Mark will also play an organ piece by him: “God of the Expanding 
Universe”. It is important to know about and understand our past, and also to realize that 
this kind of unusual music often reaches folks that other more “normal” music might not.  
 
May 24: We’ll celebrate after that service with a short patriotic & Memorial Day sing-along. 
 
MUSIC NOTES  

The Choir sings a setting of Blake’s famous poem “The Lamb” with music of John 
Tavener. Deeply spiritual, Tavener’s music is inspired by his Orthodox faith’s music tradition. 
His music rose to prominence in the public eye when the “Song to Athene” was sung at the 
funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales in 1997. Tom Service writes in his obituary for Tavener in 
the Guardian: “The Lamb, a choral setting of William Blake from 1982, is another of Tavener’s 
most celebrated works, music that’s once heard, never forgotten, its delicate radiance 
realizing a rapt timelessness.”  

The offertory hymn comes to us from African Lutherans and appears in the Episcopal 
hymnal “Lift Every Voice and Sing II”. Written originally in Swahili while the Rev. Bernard 
Kyamanywa was in seminary in Tanzania. The style is of the African story teller telling the 
Easter Gospel.  

Music at Communion is from the African-American tradition. “There’s a sweet, sweet 
spirit in this place is a heartfelt gospel tune by Doris Akers, a member of the Gospel Music 
Hall of Fame! This hymn is in both LEVAS II and Wonder, Love and Praise (WLP). “It is well 
with my soul” was written in response to the grief of the loss of children in the sinking of the 
SS Ville du Havre in the Atlantic Ocean in 1873. Author Horatio Spafford and his wife had more 
children, including a son who died at the age of 4 of scarlet fever. He and his family went on 
to live in Jerusalem as part of a group called the American Colony later joined by Swedish 
Christians, they engaged in philanthropic work of residents there, regardless of religious 
affiliation, creating good will among Jews, Moslems and Christians. During WW1 this group 
played an important role in supporting these communities the great suffering there by 
providing soup kitchens, hospitals and orphanages. Thanks to BOB STEWART (and warmest 
birthday greetings!) for helping out on the piano for these hymns! 
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THANKS for NEPAL donations from St. John’s parishioners: $468. A check has been sent to 
Episcopal Relief and Development. Episcopalrelief.org  
 
VESTRY NOTES, Monday May 11. 

 The Parish Picnic will take place on August 2nd. 

 The Vestry will be hosting the coffee hour for the Bishop this Sunday. 

 There are several new committees that are in need of volunteers including the 
Stewardship Committee, Strategic Planning Committee, Communications Committee 
and the Nursery Committee. If you are interested in joining any of these committees 
please speak to a vestry member or the rector. 

 The Vestry Covenant was signed by the vestry members. 

 The Vestry approved Sara Stotzer to replace Kim Prentice’s term through 2017. 
 
THERE IS A TREE in the back of the church. It is a tree of hope for the animals, and was a 
central part of the Earth Church on May 3rd. It will be with us through Trinity Sunday. Please 
feel free to add your own prayers. There is a table with material for that purpose on the 
other side of the aisle. Lynn Runnells 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY AT ST. JOHN’S EXPERIENCE THE “GOOD NEWS” each week through 
drama, art, music and movement. Sunday School begins at 8:45 am.  
 
ADULT FORUM Sundays at 9:15  
Adult Forums will pick up again in September. Thank you for your support and effective 
help! 
 
SPRING CLEANUP Saturday May 30, 2015 – 9 am until Noon – After an extremely long and 
snowy weather the parish grounds are ready for some much needed cleaning. Bring your 
gloves, brooms, shovels, clippers or any other tools you may need. ALL HANDS ON DECK! 
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A NOTE FROM BOB STAINS AND JILL JACKSON 
Ten years ago last month we visited St. John’s for the first time. After visiting other churches 
for two years, we were drawn in. We found a welcome at St. John’s, with many of you going 
out of your way to make us feel at home. We have appreciated our time with you, but we are 
saying good-bye. Some of you know that Bob had cancer this winter. The operation was a 
success and he is — thank God — cancer free. But this experience, Bob’s travel and our life 
in general have led us into a period of discernment about how and where we want to be 
connected with a community of faith. We have come to realize that in order to be involved in 
the ways we’d like to be, we need to be in a church closer to our home. We are writing to 
thank you for the last 10 years together and to say goodbye. 

We want to be clear that we’re not leaving because we are disaffected with anything 
or anyone at St. John’s. We will miss you and are leaving with many good memories of 
church fairs, the Andrews Sisters, creative alternative services, good sermons from Bret and 
the rich sharing in forum. We are so very grateful for the opportunities you’ve given us to 
serve: in worship, on Vestry, in Adult Forum. Our last Sunday will be May 10. We hope to say 
goodbye to everyone that day.  
We part with you in love and peace, Jill and Bob 
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Nurture and Challenge Your Spirit with us at St. John’s! 
Our mission in Christ is to nurture and equip members 

for spiritual growth and active participation in ministries 
of compassion, justice, and peace in the church and beyond. 

 
WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sundays 8:45 am Sunday School (in Parish House) 
 9 AM Summer schedule—single service—begins May 17. 
 7:30 pm Sunday & Sober Alcoholics Anonymous 
Mondays 9-noon Ms. Fixits Women gathering to tend to the fabric of the church.  
 6 pm  Women’s Cursillo Reunion Group (resumes in the Fall)  
 7 pm Bible Study First Monday of the month led by Lynn Runnells. 978.526.7546  
Tuesdays 5 pm Free Harvest Meals, sponsored by Cape Ann Interfaith Commission 
Wednesdays 7 am Men's Bible Reflection, (Bible study)  
 8:30 am Grace Center, an open drop-in center for people from the community 
 7 pm Fish City Alcoholics Anonymous 
Thursdays 10 am Education for Ministry (EfM) third Thursday of the month 
 4:30-5:30 pm Choir School Children from ages 4-10 
 6 pm Evensong First Thursday of the month 
 7:30-9 pm Parish Choir rehearsal 
Saturdays 9am-noon Common Threads Fourth Saturday each month—knitting, crocheting in a group 

creating fiber arts for people in need. Contact Kim: kdprentice@hotmail.com or 508.284.7237 
 Action Shelter Lunch-Making carolynkstewart@comcast.net 
 8 pm Big Book Alcoholics Anonymous  
 

 
 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church — StJohnsGloucester.org 
48 Middle Street, Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930-5795 

Parish Office Telephone: 978.283.1708—Pastoral Emergencies 978.290.6331 

Parish Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 8am-noon during which the Church is open for prayer and meditation. 
 

Alan McIntosh Gates, Bishop of Massachusetts & Gayle E. Harris, Bishop Suffragan 
 

The Rev. Bret Bowie Hays, Rector Wardens: Gwen Kopka & Astrid afKlinteberg 
Mark Edward Nelson, Music Director Clerk: Libby Browning 
Jay DiPrima, Director of Youth Ministry Treasurer: Elizabeth Redmond 
Betsy Levick, Parish Administrator Assistant Treasurer: Karen Kasper 
Marjorie I. Bishop, Church Assistant VESTRY 
Staff e-mail: first name+@stjohnsgloucester.org 2016 – Naomi Astyk, Lin York-Robbins, Martha Whitney 
 2017 – Norm Barr, Ian Bedford, Sara Stotzer 
Cloe the Dog, Parish Mascot  2018 – Len Berry, Lydia Priest, Carole Secrest 

 

 


