
 

 

 

 

SAINT JOHN’S CHURCH NEWS AND NOTES: October 25, 2015 
 
BAPTIZED TODAY is Riley Flannagan. Welcome to the body of Christ! 
 
NEXT SUNDAY: November 1 at 4pm there will be an All Souls Service with poetry, music, prayer and 
small altars or shrines.  
 
November 1 is also the CONSECRATION AND INSTALLATION of The Rev. Michael Curry as the 27th 
presiding bishop of The Episcopal Church beginning at noon. We will have a live video and audio feed 
from the service at the National Cathedral in the Parish Hall. Parishioners are invited to bring lunch and 
enjoy the service together. 
 
COUNTRY CUPBOARD FAIR. Preparations for the fair on November 21st are picking up, and we need 
your help. On Tuesday, we made over 2 dozen jars of applesauce from the abundance of our parking 
lot apple trees. Apple jelly and apple butter have also been made. But what can we call them? St. 
John’s Parking Lot Apple products? Saintly sauces? We’d love your ideas. Just put them on the apple-
motif sheet in PHI and whosever name we choose will get an apple product of their choice. For more 
information call Gwen Kopka at 978-283-6951 or gwenkopka@comcast.net. 
 
MUSIC NOTES This morning’s anthem is Vaughan Williams setting of “O Taste and See,” the words 
from Psalm 34, verse 8. Written for the coronation of Queen Elizabeth at Westminster Abbey in June of 
1953. It’s interesting to note the first 4 notes of the piece are identical to the All Saints hymntune by 
Vaughan Williams “For All The Saints,” which we will sing next week. The Entrance Hymn 299 was 
chosen for the text about Baptism. The very powerful Welsh tune Lledrod (names for a village and 
parish in Ceredigion, Wales) appeared in the Hymnal 1940 (“Father in Heaven who lovest all”), the 
predecessor to our present hymnal.  
 

Don't miss this: Seacoast Stompers (Traditional New Orleans Jazz) will be here on Sunday November 8 
at 4 pm. $15-adults/$12-seniors and students at the door. Refreshments. Search YouTube for “Seacoast 
Stompers” for some great music. This is a great way to introduce friends and neighbors to great music 
in a wonderful space. At the moment we have collected approximately 1/3 of the expense for this 
program and we welcome more support. The proceeds from this program will be divided equally 
between the Music Guild and the general mission of St. John's Church.  

 
Andy Harris is leading the FORUM on Oct. 25. We begin Part Three of our study with Chapter 7 (pages 
87 through 103). We evaluate how well St. John’s is evangelizing with 9 groups of people who are not 
currently part of our parish. The groups range from the easiest candidates (friends our children and 
grandchildren) to the most difficult (non-Christians from parts of Cape Ann not well represented by 
our parish). We will devote the first half of our time together to sharing thoughts about Chapter 7 and 
the remaining time to our Prayer Journals for week 4 (pages 177 through 183). 
October 18 FORUM focused on Chapter 6 of in Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life Evangelism; the final 
chapter in Part Two of our study. We shared our answers to three questions:  

1. Which one day from your prayer journal (pp. 170-175) was particularly significant?  
2. What has been especially helpful so far in your prayer-partner relationship?  
3. Who did you interview and how did you feel during this new experience?  
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Renewing the Annual Parish Retreat Kim Prentice is organizing a parish retreat for next fall with the 
Society of St. John the Evangelist, either at Emery House in West Newbury or at the monastery in 
Cambridge. The retreat would be led by one of the brothers with periods of silence and solitude and 
the opportunity to pray the daily offices with the brothers. Please let Kim know if you are interested in 
the retreat, so she can plan appropriately. Emery House can host 6-10 of us; the monastery can 
accommodate a group of 8-13. Please talk to Kim or email her at kdprentice@hotmail.com if you are 
interested, or have any other thoughts or ideas. 
 
VESTRY MEETING Monday October 12, 2015 

 Karen Kasper reported that there have been some new attendees to services, all of whom are 
being followed up with. 

 Compliments were given to Julian, Sebastian and Iona Murray-Brown for their homily on Sunday. 

 The Stewardship Committee is sponsoring a Pot Luck Supper on Friday, October 23rd at 6:00 PM, 
to be followed with the updated Part III of the history of St. John’s. Everyone is cordially invited. 

 The Vestry and Bret are scheduling a Mutual Ministry Review for early 2016. 

 The Nursery is up and running, but needs a second nursery worker. If you know someone 18 years 
or older who would be interested in working Sunday mornings from 9am-12pm, please contact a 
vestry member. Pay is $10/hr. 

 Bret had charged the vestry to come prepared to discuss ideas on how to increase revenue for St. 
John’s. A wealth of ideas were shared in this initial brainstorming effort. We welcome any and all 
ideas from the parish as well. 

 
NURSERY We now have a nursery! Parents who would like to join us in Sunday service may enroll their 
child in our new nursery care program from 9am – 12:30 pm. A nursery filled with games, puzzles, art, 
and music - all awaits your child (all children up to age 4 are welcome). Staffed by a former teen leader 
who is sensitive, creative, attentive and engaging, Ms. Carson AfKlinteberg. So please, do not let child 
care prevent you from enjoying your Sunday worship. We have it covered – nursery care (up to age 4) 
and Sunday school for ages 4 – teen. This program adds to our existing programs for our young, 
including the Cape Ann Choir School. Come, join us in worship and fellowship. All are welcome!  
 
THE NEWS FROM “DOWN UNDER” AKA “The Thrift Shop”  
People always ask … What kind of things do you need for the Thrift Shop? Although we can take 
almost anything you are ready to pass along, with a few exceptions for electronics, there are some 
specific items requested by customers. Right now we have someone looking for any Red Sox or 
Patriots items, or sports cards of any kind. But mostly the recent requests have been from people who 
are finding the change of season worrisome or threatening. I was unable to fill a gentleman’s request 
for a pair of socks this week, although I found him a warm jacket and a pair of pants. Someone else has 
started his search for a pair of Men’s size 10 waterproof boots. Sheets and blankets will move quickly 
this time of year, also. As you change out your summer clothes for the warmer items you will use 
through the winter, please pass along anything you are willing to share with another. There is a 
collection shelf at the top of the basement stairs. Thank you! Leave a message at 978-210-6808 or at 
whitneym777@yahoo.com for Martha for more information. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES AT ST. JOHN’S CHURCH Reports from Marge Bishop, Church Assistant. 
Continued … Upon getting to know Hayley more I came to appreciate the sincerity in her personality. 
Despite the terrible years of abuse by her father and classmates she had come through to this point 
intact! She said, “mom, I have always wanted to become a wife and take care of a husband, make his 
breakfast, etc. I have saved up $35,000 and I am going to Canada for surgery to make me completely 
female.” My first reaction was “You go, girl!” She proceeded to do just that. Later, she asked to come 
to Gloucester to do dinner with “her mom and dad!” Sadly it would be the last time Charlie and I would 
see her. She said, “You both know how much I want to live a normal life and the only way I will be able 
to do this is to leave my past behind.” And of course, that also means “her mom and dad” in 
Gloucester. We hugged and told her we understood where she was coming from and wished her 
happiness. We have not seen or heard from her since. 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY AT ST. JOHN’S EXPERIENCE THE “GOOD NEWS” each week through drama, art, 
music and movement. Sunday School begins at 9:15 am.  
 
Stewardship AKA SUSTAINABILITY TALK—Lydia Priest 

“Gratitude and recognition are what has brought me to St. John’s Community and what keeps 
me here. I have been a Roman Catholic for 40 years, although I was brought up mostly secularly.( I was 
baptized in the Reformed tradition at age 18.) I had a bone-deep conversion experience after my 
stroke though, and, what with one thing and another, I became a Roman Catholic, in 1973. 

Along my pilgrim path in that tradition, I joined a group called “Voice of the Faithful.” The 
group was formed in response to the erupting scandal of children being sexually abused by ordained 
predators. To my amazement, the Roman Catholic clergy of Cape Ann could not offer their parish halls 
for us to meet. So, we went to other church and temple communities. They could not accommodate us 
either, except for one. Guess what THAT church community was??? You got it! Thank you!! 

The other matter that gave me a voice was the program, Education for Ministry. I found out 
about that from Rev. Lyn Brakeman, whom I ran into through my profession as a lay Chaplain in the 
Roman Catholic tradition, working at what was then, the Northeast Health Systems. Lyn said that I 
might check out the Education for Ministry (EfM) at her church. Since it was ecumenical, I did and went 
through the 4 year process. 

So, along with a truer image of both God and Jesus, I have discovered that the value of 
personal experience is one of the three legs the Anglican theology stands on. (The others are tradition 
and scripture, which I already knew about.) But I discovered what made me somewhat of a heretic in 
my old tradition, was very mainstream in what was becoming my new. So, gulping, I made the leap. 

And, since that evolution, I also have recognized that St. John’s parishioners’ mission, in the 
words of a Gloucester citizen, over-heard by a member of our vestry, “St. John’s! That’s one church 
that REALLY lives the Gospel!” is constantly being borne out in a very pragmatic, physical way. St. 
John’s parishioners really care, for everybody without exception! I have further recognized that Christ 
Jesus in the Eucharist is fully with them in an incredibly generous manner, without any hoops to jump 
through! 

So, St. John’s Community has become my faith family now, thanks be to God. 
A final point: any family needs income, to survive, let alone sustain itself. A faith family is no 

different. Thank you for all you do to sustain our St. John’s, including pledges, donations, and 
endowments. Please, if you haven’t pledged yet, do, and if you have, if possible, increase it! 
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October 25, 2015: The Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Readings: Jeremiah 31:7-9— Psalm 126 BCP p. 782—Hebrews 7:23-28—Mark 10:46-52 Hymn at 8: 535 
 

 Participating in the Liturgy The People of God gathered in St. John’s Church 
 Presiding & Preaching The Rev. Bret Bowie Hays, Rector  
 

 (8) Lector Norm Barr 
 Euch. Minister/Intercessor Paul McGeary 
 Acolyte Norm Barr 
 Usher Pam Sweet 
 

 (10:30) Lectors Lynn Runnells & Jim LaBelle 
 Eucharistic Ministers Cecily Merrell & Marjorie Fergusson 
 Intercessor Alex Garcia-Mata 
 Acolyte Barbara Soreng 
 Ushers Ian Bedford & Jonathan Pope 
 Greeters Len & Faith Berry  
 

 Preparing for the Liturgy 
 Altar Guild Kim Prentice & Melanie Murray-Brown 
 Flower Guild Carolyn Stewart 
  Bread bakers Kim Prentice, Janet Williams,  
  Catherine McGeary & Sue Lupo 
 
 
 

 FOOD BANK for next week:  Cereal   PLEASE: unexpired items in original packaging ONLY  

 St. John’s Action Shelter Sandwich Program this week is by Bob & Carolyn Stewart. 

 The Coffee Hour today is hosted by Mark Nelson, David Oliver and Sara Stotzer  

 The Altar Flowers today are in memory of Mary Hooper Lupo given by her daughter Sue. 

 The Sanctuary Lamp burns this week in memory of the McGeary and Raynor family members 

who have entered into eternal rest given by Catherine and Paul McGeary. 
 
 
 

St. John’s Intercession List 
Short term: Daniel, Jean Harker, Clayton Dyett, Laura Boddie, Sandy Withers, Kate Culhane, Gail, Carla 
Giengregorio, the Senft family, Lois Schenck, Bob McTeague, Christine Gillis, Jeanne Martin, Denise 
McKenzie, Tamara Moulton and. 

 
 

Long term: Billy Secrest, Christopher Spellman, Penney, Elvira “Mary” Spinney, Christopher Secrest, 
Janet Williams, Eric Runnells, Ruth Campos, David Arnold, Sally Brown, Jon Brown, Nancy McCarthy, 
Dick and Phyllis McGinnis, Annette Biggar, Neil Woodberry, Ben Shepard, Charlie Currier, Guy 
Maychszak, Glo Richardson, Nancy Poland, Maxine Lupo, Susan Richardson, Ted and Linda Lavery, 
Mary McIntyre, Elizabeth Kaul, Mark Brophy, Nancy Feldman, Marilyn Prentiss, Anne Brantley Betts. 


