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Happy Easter Monday! Go Plant a Tree

Nobel Laureate Wangari Maathai of Kenya
proposes an Easter Monday Celebration

     Yesterday was the fourth Easter that the world has been 
without Wangari Maathai.  She passed away in September 
2011 at the age of 71. Professor Maathai founded the Green 
Belt Movement in 1977.  Its mission, as described, was 
³WR�SODQW� WUHHV�DFURVV�.HQ\D� WR�¿JKW�HURVLRQ�DQG� WR�FUHDWH�
¿UHZRRG�IRU� IXHO�DQG� MREV�IRU�ZRPHQ�´� � ,Q�������VKH�ZDV�
DZDUGHG�WKH�1REHO�3HDFH�3UL]H��EHFRPLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�$IULFDQ�
ZRPDQ�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�HQYLURQPHQWDOLVW�WR�ZLQ�WKH�SUL]H��:KLOH�
*UHHQ�%HOW¶V�³%LOOLRQ�7UHHV�&DPSDLJQ´�PD\�EH�FDOFXODWHG�LQ�
the number of seedlings planted, Professor Maathai’s legacy 
may be best understood in her statement: “The planting of 
trees is the planting of ideas.  By starting with the simple act 
of planting a tree, we give hope to ourselves and to future 
JHQHUDWLRQV�´
     In 2005, Professor Maathai gave an interview to Mia Mac-
Donald of Beliefnet�ZKLFK�ZDV�HQWLWOHG�³+HDYHQ�,V�*UHHQ�´��
When asked how she had sought to engage religious leaders 
in environmental activism, she replied:

For the last few years, I have been trying to commu-

nicate with leaders of various Christian churches to 

urge them to bring protection and conservation of the 

environment into the mainstream of their faith and their 

teachings. I have been suggesting that Easter Monday 

could be a very good day for the entire Christendom to 

plant trees. If we could make that Monday a day of re-

generation, … it would be a great celebration of Christ’s 

UHVXUUHFWLRQ��$IWHU�DOO��&KULVW�ZDV�FUXFL¿HG�RQ�WKH�FURVV��
In a light touch, I always say, somebody had to go into 

the forest, cut a tree, and chop it up for Jesus to be cruci-

¿HG��:KDW�D�JUHDW�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�KLV�FRQTXHULQJ�>GHDWK@�
it would be if we were to plant trees on Easter Monday 

in thanksgiving.

Maundy Thursday: 
$SULO��������
New York Times

1$,52%,��.HQ\D�²�6RPDOL�PLOLWDQWV�EXUVW�LQWR�D�XQL-
versity in eastern Kenya on Thursday and killed nearly 
150 students in the worst terrorist attack since the 1998 
bombing of the United States Embassy here, laying bare 
the nation’s continuing vulnerability after years of bat-
tling Islamist extremism.

$�VPDOO�JURXS�RI�PLOLWDQWV��PRVW�OLNHO\�EHWZHHQ�IRXU�DQG�
10, roved from dorm to dorm, separating Christian from 
Muslim students and killing the Christians, the author-
ities said. Students described being awakened before 
GDZQ�E\�WKH�VRXQG�RI�JXQ¿UH�DQG�ÀHHLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�OLYHV�
as masked attackers closed in.

Easter Sunday:
5HDOO\�3URIHVVRU�0DDWKDL"���3ODQW�D�WUHH�RQ�0RQGD\"

2QO\��ZH�VXSSRVH��LI�GHDWK�WUXO\�ZDV�FRQTXHUHG�
-A.O.B.


