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December ,  2015  

The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 50 year history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 

jayhawkrugby.com  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 
OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  

 

Featured In the next Issue: Featured In the next Issue: Featured In the next Issue: Featured In the next Issue:     

    

Spring ForecastSpring ForecastSpring ForecastSpring Forecast    

If you are interested in  

financially supporting the club, 
charitable gifts can be made to:  
 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc. 

PO Box 1074 

Lawrence, KS, 66044 

 

We want more stories and photos from the past. 
 

Send material to pd4bicycles@aol.com before February 1, 2016.  Please pro-
vide your contact information. 
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The fall really went fast and what a 
great one for the Kansas Jayhawks 
RFC. 

 

 We had success on 
and off  the field. I 
won’t talk about the on field play 
except to say that we had a regular 
coaching staff of Matt Schwartz, 
Doug McCauley, Jason Wil-
liams and Louie Riederer that 
put together very professional and 
productive practices that were at-
tended by 20-30 kids every Tues-
day and Thursday. I believe this 
staff will provide some continuity 
for the next 2-3 years and hope-
fully longer. Our trainer Wendy 
Bach had her hands full getting 
everyone ready to play and keeping 
them patched up with blood glue! 

 

 We had 38 college players regis-
tered and 14 club side players. 

We had 32 different 
starters for the col-
lege games, which 
shows we are putting 
together a true squad 
with lots of  depth.  
Success breeds success it is only 
going to get better! 

 

 I believe we have had even more 
success off the field. Our infra-
structure is in as good a shape as 
ever and we are poised for big 

things to happen. We have a posi-
tive bank balance and Griff Hast-
ings (CEO) has led a resurgence in 
our executive committee. We have 
the involvement of the players and 
alumni in all the support work that 
needs to be done for a successful 

program. What we have 
is a “program” and 
not a “team”.  There are a 
lot of moving parts and a lot of 
people have gotten involved to 
help share the responsibilities. 

 

Here are some of  the 
highlights: 

 
1. The alumni have committed 
over $10,000 a year to help with 
yearly expenses.  

 

2. Steve Lange has worked on 
updating the Facebook and en-
couraged the University Daily 
Kansan to cover the club with sev-
eral featured stories. 

 

3. Paul Diedrich has provided 
valuable insight to the executive 
committee on how to get things 
done. 

 

4. Conor Taft has taken the lead 
on our player exchange program 
and has gotten positive things go-
ing with universities in Australia & 
England. 

5. 20-30 alumni have shown up to 
the games to provide support. 

 

6. Jimmy Bartle and Fritz Ed-
monds have worked on the lease 
of Westwick with the Kansas 
Rugby Foundation. 

 

7. We have had great crowds (100-
150) at our home games (many 
nice looking college girls). 

 

8. The parents of the players 
have stepped up and shown their 
support at games and helped with 
hosting and fundraising activities. 

 

9. Grant Lechtenberg has drawn 
up plans and raised money to up-
grade our restroom and changing 
facilities at Westwick that will be 
completed by the Spring of 2016. 

 

10. Plans are underway for our 

Tour of  New Zealand 
in the summer of 2017. 

 

11. The players are committed to 
working out in the off season and 
we have reserved the indoor field 
for January and February so we 
will be ready for the Spring season. 

 

 It is always great to be a Jay-
hawk, but the future of the Kan-
sas Jayhawk RFC is as bright as 
ever. See you in the tavern or on 
the pitch. **** 

Notes on the Fall 2015 Season 
  Rick Renfro,   Life Member KJRFC 
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Dir
ecti

on Of  The Club 

Players 
• Seek to get another wave of  great 

freshmen next fall to compliment 
the past two falls. 

• Study Abroad program to cultivate 
the addition of  more foreign players 
with advance skills to play for a se-
mester. Also have KU players go 
abroad to play and return to KU. 

• Have a high-profile image on cam-
pus, so interested students hear 
about the club in their early college 
years when they can be developed 
into great players. 

Funding 
• Seek a sustainable source of  funding 

to cover the club’s current $25,000 
annual shortfall beyond the players 
dues and fund raising. 

• The club’s games are drawing specta-
tors and the club is charging a mod-
est entry fee to see a game at West-
wick. We need to improve facilities to 
grow the spectator base. 

• The contributions from a large num-
ber of  alumni are assisting in cover-
ing the shortfall in the budget. 
THANK YOU FOR GIVING! 

Facilities 
• Basic structures need to be erected 

to give the players a place to change 
into their uniforms, a hut for the 
trainer to work on the players before 
a game, and improved toilet facilities. 

• Because of  zoning restrictions, the 
club is going to build some multi-
purpose metal storage buildings on 
the far side of  the property for the 
above ends. The investment cost will 
be modest, but long over-due. 

 

Publicity 
• This is an area that has enjoyed a 

quantum leap in the past year.  

• The University Daily Kansan is fol-
lowing the club with great articles. 

• The club’s Facebook page is updated 
weekly and includes a full summary 
of  games so parents of  players, 
alumni, and interest player candidates 
can follow the Jayhawks. 

• The club’s website is now updated 
and linked to the Facebook page’s 
content. It will never be stale again. 
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This past fall season, the Jayhawks 
had two excellent Student Abroad 
players on the club from Australia. 
Thomas Wakim (scrum half) and 
Marty Brown (center & fullback). 
Both were here for a semester 
during their 3rd year of college.  

 

Neither knew about the KU rugby 
club early in their plans for com-
ing to Kansas. So they played for 
us by coincidence. This has been 
the story about nearly every one of 
our foreign student players.  

 

So imagine cultivating 
rugby players  to enter into 
the Study Abroad program 
between KU and our sister 
schools in rugby-playing 
countries.  

 

We would continue to get our 
usual flow of coincidental 
players, but we might also get 
a steady flow of more players. 

 

A huge bonus would be get-
ting our KU players onto a 
foreign university’s team for a 
season of training and games 
and then have them return to 
KU to play with their elevated 
skills. 

 

It’s a win-win-win for the 
school, the players, and the 
rugby clubs. Being part of a 
rugby club when in another coun-
try gives the touring player an in-
stant family and friendships that 
will last a lifetime.  

 

The KU Student Abroad staff has 
been terrifically supportive in our 
efforts. We have contacted the 
rugby club execs in the various 
sister schools around the globe 

who are in the reciprocal Student 
Abroad program and are getting a 
number of foreign teams and play-
ers interested to get into the proc-
ess. 

 

The current KU squad has two 
players that are getting ready to go 
abroad next year.  We are working 
with the foreign rugby clubs and 
the schools to work out all the 
logistics to make this happen as 
intended. **** 

 Student Abroad Update 
 Conor Taft 
 Director of  Foreign Exchange Students 
 Kansas Jayhawks Rugby Football Club 

Thomas Wakim # 9, talks to Marty Brown # 15 during a 
pause in the game with the Kansas City Blues 
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Q: How much experience in 
rugby did you have prior to 
KU? 
A: 6 years – I was lucky to go to a 
middle school in Lake Forrest, 
Illinois (Chicago suburb) that had 
a rugby club. I was a big kid and 
the school’s dean encouraged me 
to play. I came to practice and we 
played a 3 game season when I 
was 12. I was hooked. I continued 
to play through high school on a 
team that represented my town, 
the Lake Forrest Harriers. 
 
 Q: When KU toured Ireland 
last spring, I heard your father 
set up some meetings and tours 
at the headquarters of World 
Rugby, the entity that manages 
all pro rugby in the world.  Are 
you one of several 2nd genera-
tion rugby players on the club 
this season? Did your dad get 
you into rugby? 
A: No actually I might have gotten 
my dad into rugby. He has a ticket 
brokering business that enables 
fans at the beginning of a season 
to buy options on buying playoff 
tickets at face value, if their favor-
ite club goes into post-season 
playoffs. After I got into rugby, he 
started exploring bringing his busi-
ness model to pro rugby around 
the world. That’s how he knew 
rugby execs in Ireland. 
 
 Q: Did KU’s rugby club influ-
ence your decision to come to 
KU for college? 

A: Yes. I definitely wanted to go 
to a school with a rugby club. My 
uncle went to KU and my dad 
went to KU for a year. I found 
KU’s rugby club website and 
learned that the club was almost 
50 years old. I came down here for 
a visit and saw the campus and it 
was beautiful. I didn’t know what 
to expect. I thought Lawrence 
would be flat as pancake and it has 
these beautiful hills. 
 
 Q: What did you think of the 
50th anniversary banquet in 
2014? 
A: I was actually surprised. I was 
only a couple of months into be-
ing at school. I wasn’t that close 
with any players on the rugby 
team yet. It was so cool. I ex-
pected maybe a couple of tables of 
past players to show up. Instead 
there were over 200 past players at 
the alumni game. At the banquet, 
I could go up and talk to the for-

mer players from 30 and 50 years 
ago and they all still got along and 
were still excited about their time 
with the club. It got me excited 
about the KU rugby club. 
 
 Q: You have just been captain 
of the club during a terrific fall 
season. How did all that come 
together for you? 
A: Last year when I was a fresh-
man, we had a core of a dozen 
freshmen who had all played be-
fore and were the same age. We 
liked training and hanging out 
with each other. We had a lot of 
fun. That kept us focused when 
we lost those early games a year 
ago. It’s kind of unusual for a 
team sport. Usually you have prac-
tices where you get 30 to come 
out to one practice and only 10 
players show up the next. But we 
had a group that trained hard and 
the whole team took it seriously. 
We were able to run scrimmages 
with full sides and not just run 
drills. Then this fall we had an-
other wave of players come on 
board and the whole thing got 
better. We feel like we could really 
accomplish something with this 
club at the rate its going. – Also 
the coaching staff of Matt 
Schwartz, Louie Riederer, 
Doug McCauley, Jason Wil-
liams, and Rick Renfro have 
been fantastic. They all have dif-
ferent personalities and can related 
to different players. It helps to 
have the 5 of them at practice. 

 A Player’s Perspective of  the Club 
  Matt Harmon 
  Jayhawks Sophomore Rugby Club Captain 
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 Q: One thing that was kind of 
unusual this fall was that your 
starting lineup rotated so many 
players as starters from week to 
week. Many clubs would gel a 
starting 15, but the Jayhawks 
didn’t. What was your thought 
process on that rotation of 
starters? 
A: First, if you only have a few 
players, they pretty much have to 
play as starters every single week. 
But the Jayhawks had two full 
sides at practice nearly every week, 
so we had the ability to rotate the 
players. Second, we played some-
thing like 10 games this fall. A sea-
son like that takes a toll on your 
body. By rotating the players, we 
let their bodies rest. Maybe we 
would get them in a game for a 
half and then let them sit out the 
rest of the game. Thirdly, we had a 
number of player candidates that 
were just as good as some other 
guys. They came to practice regu-
larly and deserved a start. 
Fourthly, when you only get in the 
game periodically, you make the 
most of your playing minutes. We 
got some terrific effort from our 
players because of that. Finally, we 
looked at the type of team we 
were going to be playing and tried 
to pick the roster that would give 
us the best success. We may have 
gone for size or we went for 
speed. 
 
 Q: What games can the alumni 
look for this coming spring that 
would be great games to at-
tend? 
A: Missouri and Kansas State 
will both be Merit Table Matches 
in Lawrence this spring. Both will 
be terrific games. The spring 
schedule won’t be firmed up for a 

few months, but the alumni 
should target these two matches. 
We beat MU this fall in a very 
close “friendly” game in Swope 
Park. I know they want to get 
some revenge for that. - We lost 
to K-State in Manhattan last 
spring in the closing moments and 
in a way that left a sour feeling 
with us. We want to get our own 
payback for that. 
 
 Q: You are 3-1 in the Heart of 
America Union in Merit Table 
matches. What would it be like 
to be the union’s champions 
and go into the national play-
offs this spring? 
A: It would obviously be exciting 
for us as players, but it would be 
phenomenal for the club. The 
newspaper would write stories 
about us and develop even more 
interest in the club. The fact that 
we would be a club in the national 
championships would set us apart 
for high school athletes consider-
ing universities with rugby clubs. 
The high school players would 
gravitate to a school that goes to 
playoffs, rather than just a school 
with a club. So our future recruit-
ing would go a lot better if we 

could get into the national play-
offs this spring. 
 
 Q: Do you know about the 
club’s plans to build some ba-
sic changing rooms and bath-
room facilities at Westwick this 
winter? 
A: Yes. The Westwick lease hit its 
20-year renewal negotiation this 
past fall. We learned about the 
establishment of the pitch and the 
lease’s requirement that the club 
do improvements to the place. It 
has uprights, a sprinkler system, 
and lights on poles for evening 
practices to that end, but still 
needs some basic structures. It’s 
already one of the best facilities 
around, but it really needs chang-
ing areas so the players aren’t get-
ting dressed behind a car. Our 
trainer should have a better situa-
tion than a folding table by the 
field. The toilets need to be more 
than porta-potties, especially if 
you want to get paying crowds to 
come to games.  
 
 Q: What’s next for you after 
college? 
A: I’m studying pre-med, so I’ll 
study to be a doctor. **** 
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KU’s Fall Season At A Glance 
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Jayhawks Beat USA Division III 
Champions on their Home Field - 

Saturday Sept 12th  at Wichita Kan-
sas 
 

The KJRFC opened the fall season 
with a dramatic 27-22 win over de-
fending DIII National Champion 
Wichita Barbarians RFC.  The field 
conditions in Wichita were the best 
ever for their field and the weather 
was a warm 82 degrees for kickoff. 
The Jayhawks traveled with 28 players, 
3 coaches and our trainer WENDY 
BACH (who earned her keep by keep-
ing players on the field with glue and 
tape). The Barbarians had 29 players 
on the sideline and about 50 fans. 
About 20 parents and friends came to 
support the Jayhawks. DANNY LAY-
LICH, SEAN ROTHWELL, and 
JERRY JONES were the alumni rep-
resentatives on the sidelines. 
 

 The game started with Wichita in con-
trol the first 15 minutes with good ball 
protection using their big forwards and 
trying to punch a hole in the defense. 
But the Jayhawk defense held strong, 
lead by the fierce tackling of sopho-
more captain MATT HARMON 
( h o o k e r ) ,  MAX  PALMER 
(sophomore flanker), newcomer and 
Australian exchange student MARTY 
BROWN (inside center), and “Man of 
the Match”, sophomore JOE CON-
NOR (flanker).  In the 25th minute 
Wichita scored a penalty kick from the 
30 and 8 minutes later the Wichita 
fullback, team captain, Steve Wright 
dummied through the defense for a 30 

meter try under the posts. The kick 
after was good for a 10-0 lead for 
Wichita with 10 minutes left in the 
half. 
 

 With more good defense, KU was 
able to get a turnover and after 5 
phase play with everyone involved. In 
the 37th minute of the half, MARTY 
BROWN chipped a soft kick through 
from the 20 and our wing, junior 
DAVE MARR streaked down and 
touched it down in the corner just 
ahead of the Wichita defender. The 
conversion kick was wide. Score: 10-5 
Wichita.  

  

KU took the ensuing kickoff all the 
way for a try. The kickoff was received 
by RYAN HARRIMAN (freshman 
all-state high school 2nd row from 
Florida) who broke through 1 tackle 

and dished to MATT HARMON 
who broke 3 open field tackles and 
had 3 tacklers on him before he passed 
to DAVE MARR who offloaded at 
the Wichita 5 meter line to sophomore 
2nd row, BEN ANDERSON who 
scored the try.  The conversion kick 
was wide.  
 

 HALFTIME SCORE: 10-10. 
 

 The second half opened with Wichita 
scoring a try 5 minutes in and coming 
back and scoring another try and a 
kick to put Wichita up 22-10 with only 
10 minutes gone in the second half. 
KU rallied and the game was played 
back and forth for 20 minutes with 
both teams coming close to scoring.  
Then with 10 minutes left in the game, 
the fitness and grittiness of KU 
showed-up.  DAVE MARR had his 

Summary of  the Fall Season’s Games 
The club made an effort this year to write detailed descriptions of  
games, including who and how the players scored. These were posted 
immediately following all games for parents, alumni, and the players to 
see. These Facebook posts are repeated here, to make a more permanent 
summary of  the past fall.  - If  you have the time, please enjoy the ac-
counts of  these great games.  

Senior fly half Danny Buteyn gets first score of match against Iowa State. He ran a 
loop of Sam Tanner, who did a dummy pass and set up Buteyn with a gap to score. 
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SECOND try of the game as he fin-
ished a hard 30 meter run after multi-
ple phases. Score: 22-15. Then KU 
scored on a nice grubber kick along 
the ground from substitute hooker 
KIERAN HENDERSON that was 
scooped up for a finishing run by 
SAM TANNER (sophomore wing). 
SCORE: 22-20. Then 2 minutes later 
LUKE BUESCHER (freshman #8 
who came in as a sub) scored with no 
time left after a massive team effort 
with multiple players keeping the ball 
alive. The kick was made by MARTY 
BROWN. 

FINAL SCORE: KU 27- Wichita 22.  

_____________________________ 

Jayhawks Defeat Iowa State in 

Merit Table 27-12 

September 19, 2015 at Westwick 

Rugby Complex, Lawrence, KS 

The significance of this match is that 

KU qualifies for the College Division 

1-AA national rugby playoffs based on 

a round robin series of games with 

Iowa State, Kansas State, Missouri, 

Oklahoma State, Arkansas, Truman 

State, and Northeastern State 

(Oklahoma). This sub-group of col-

leges in USA Rugby is called the Heart 

of America Rugby Football Union. 

The round robin play is conducted in 

“Merit Table Matches” over the 

course of the fall and subsequent 

spring season. The team with the best 

record in the Heart of America then 

goes into single elimination games 

against other such local union champi-

ons to determine regional and then 

finally national champions. 

So besides this being the Jayhawks’ 

home opener, this win earned them a 

1-0 record in the Heart of America. 

This win is a compliment to the Jay-

hawks victory last week, where they 

beat the defending national champions 

in the Men’s Division III (men’s clubs 

not linked to full-time college student 

enrollment). The Jayhawks’ depth al-

lowed them to start some different 

players and try players in different po-

sitions from the roster the prior week. 

– This is an exciting time to watch this 

developing squad. 

The game conditions were sunny and 

in the high 60’s with a steady 10 mph 

wind blowing down field from the 

north. The Jayhawks faced the wind in 

the first half and its effects could be 

seen. Iowa State played the entire first 

20-25 minutes of the half at the Jay-

hawks’ end of the field. When the Jay-

hawks kicked up field, the ball would 

fail to get out of bounds, nor would it 

get beyond the easy fielding by the 

Cyclones’ deep wings and fullback. As 

a result, the Cyclones caught the ball 

and attacked, while the smaller-sized 

Jayhawk players had to rely on their 

tackling skills. It was a grinding stale-

mate in those opening minutes. 

In the 25th minute, the Jayhawks fi-

nally got beyond the halfway point on 

the field and made the most of the 

field position. After winning a line out 

on the 22 on the right sidelines, the 

ball came to sophomore, SAM TAN-

NER playing center. He dummied a 

pass to his left and kept advancing. 

UDK reporter Claudia Close stands on a 
rock to interview lanky freshman 2nd row, 
Ryan Harriman, who was on the Florida 
rep team in high school. Harriman is 
quoted for his hopes of going undefeated. 

Improving an already great player, sophomore Sam Tanner moved from wing and 
found a home at inside center. His passing skills, dummy passes, and elusive 
running were enhanced with more touches of the ball. He scored or directly fed a 
score in nearly every ballgame. 
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The Cyclones closed on him and gave 

a momentary gap for senior 

DANNY BUTEYN at fly half to 

run a loop of Tanner and sprint for a 

try between the posts. Buteyn had 2 

Jayhawks to his left, but both were 

covered by Cyclones. The easy kick 

was made and the Jayhawks were on 

the board first with a 7-0 SCORE. 

Late in the first half the Cyclones 

were awarded a penalty kick 22 me-

ters from the Jayhawks’ goal. Instead 

of going for what would have been a 

pretty easy shot at a 3 point kick with 

their tailwind, they elected to run the 

ball. It was toed and given to their big 

forwards who smashed into the Jay-

hawks and worked a couple of phases 

until a Cyclone broke through and 

crossed the Jayhawk goal line in the 

left corner. He then ran to the left 

post before he downed it. The Cy-

clone kicker went for the extra points 

from clear out at the 22 meter line 

and pushed it wide. SCORE: 7-5 KU 

Halftime 

The game continued its stalemate 

play at the beginning of the second 

half, until in the 10th minute, junior 

# 8 DANIEL BUESCHER kept a 

ball coming from a scrum about 20 

meters from the Cyclone goal line. 

He broke a couple of tackles and 

found a clear shot to the goal line, 

scoring by the left upright. This time 

it was the Jayhawks who missed a 

dead-on conversion kick at the south 

goal posts. SCORE: 12-5 KU 

A few moments later an Iowa State 

player was sent to the “sin bin” for 

10 minutes for a lifting/pile driving 

tackle. The Cyclones were then play-

ing a man short. The Jayhawks took 

advantage of the extra man. 

DANIEL BUESCHER broke an-

other series of tackles and looked like 

he was going to pull a repeat score, 

but was contained about 10 meters 

from the Cyclone goal. He was able 

to pass the ball to freshman 2nd row 

RYAN HARRIMAN who downed 

the ball right of the posts. This time, 

the Jayhawks made the conversion 

kick and the SCORE: 17-5 KU. 

Midway in the half, the Jayhawks got 

in close field position to the Cyclones 

goal line and ran a “ground and 

pound” of a fast series of attack 

phases until finally the Jayhawks big 

loose head freshman prop JEFF 

SCHUMAN, downed the ball by the 

left upright. The haunted south goal 

posts again denied a conversion kick 

from point-blank range. SCORE: 22-

5 

In the ensuing play, Iowa State was 

on their 22 meter line and tried to 

feed the ball out to their wing on the 

right side of the field, but a bad pass 

in the interior backs generated a se-

ries of worse and worse passes. The 

final was thrown over the reach of 

the Cyclone wing who had to retreat 

to gather it off the ground. The Jay-

hawks’ sophomore JOE CONNOR 

(who moved from flanker to scrum 

half in the second half) trapped the 

Cyclone wing who was isolated from 

his teammates; near his own goal line. 

The swarming Jayhawks carried the 

ball and Cyclone player into the goal 

area, but the chaos resulted in a 5 

meter scrum. Junior Australian ex-

change student MARTY BROWN 

playing fullback chipped the ball close 

to the right flag of the Cyclone goal 

line, but the Cyclones recovered the 

ball and were able to kick it up field 

and out of bounds. 

Iowa State rallied and had a break-

away run to the right corner of the 

Jayhawks goal line. The play was 

called back to a 5 meter scrum. The 

Cyclones won the scrum and ran 6 

phases of “ground and pound” on 

the Jayhawk doorstep until finally 

spinning the ball wide left to their 

wing who scored in the left corner. 

Their kicker made a stunning conver-

sion kick from the left sidelines, 

against the wind, to make the 

SCORE: 22-12 

In the closing minutes of the game, 

Jayhawks’ wing ARNOLD DINH 

squirted through the Cyclone defense 

about 10 meters from the Jayhawk 

goal line and found himself in a foot 

race up field with a Cyclone behind 

each shoulder. After a 70 meter 

sprint, the Cyclones finally caught 

him around the Cyclone 22 meter 

line, but DINH was able to dish the 

ball to junior outside center DYLAN 

FLOYD who completed the run and 

scored under the posts. The south 

3 Generations of LaRocca KU Ruggers 

(L-R) Tony, AJ, and John LaRocca 

Freshman, AJ scored on Truman from 
wing. He was also the club’s steadiest place 
kicker in the late season. 
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end posts continued their voodoo and 

the kick went wide. 

Final Score KU 27, Iowa State 12 

For a slideshow go to YouTube: 

Lange-Jayhawk-9-19-15 

___________________________ 

3 and Oh!!! 

Jayhawks Defeat Truman State 70-

5 in Merit Table Match in Law-

rence 

September 26, 2015 

You can thank the Jayhawks’ coaches 

for this. Head Coach MATT 

SCHWARTZ and Assistant Coaches 

DOUG McCAULEY, JASON 

WILLIAMS & LOUIE REI-

DERER have the temperament and 

skill to work with this young team and 

get them playing unselfish rugby as a 

unit. The young squad remains unde-

feated on the year. More importantly 

they have another round-robin victory 

in the Merit Table system, which is a 

step towards being eligible for na-

tional playoff competition. They need 

to beat the other college teams in the 

Heart of America Union to enter the 

national playoffs. 

Truman State has one of the best col-

lege coaches in the country in Bill 

Sexton. He has been there for 25 

years and some of his squads have 

been ranked as high as number 10 in 

the country…but not this year. He 

has a thin group and ran into the buzz 

saw that has become the Jayhawks, 

who pull 3 full teams of players to 

practice. The majority are freshmen 

and sophomores. 

The game was played in ideal condi-

tions. It was in the high 70’s with a 

trace of wind blowing from the side-

lines. It was also “Free T-Shirt Day 

for KU Co-eds”, so the crowd was 

especially attractive. 

12th Minute of first half – KU had a 5 

meter scrum on the Truman goal line 

in left corner. KU #8 DANIEL-

BUESCHER picked up the ball as it 

came from the scrum and ran to the 

short side. He got held up by Truman, 

so he flipped the ball to scrum half 

(Australian Exchange student) 

TOMMY WAKIM, who scored by 

the left flag. SAM TANNER kicked 

the extra points. SCORE 7-0 KU 

14th minute – SAM TANNER at fly 

half dummies a pass to his left that 

freezes the Truman players, Tanner 

keeps running 50 meters to score right 

of posts. Tanner conversion is good. 

SCORE 14-0 KU. 

19th minute – KU hooker RYAN 

RUSSELL scooped up a loose ball 

and sprints to cross the goal line in 

the right corner and then runs to the 

posts to down the ball. Tanner makes 

conversion kick. SCORE 21-0 KU 

25th minute – RYAN RUSSELL on 

right side of field has ball in a crowd 

30 meters from Truman goal. He 

kicked a short punt and tackled the 

Truman player who was catching it 

and knocked the ball loose right in 

front of the Truman goal. The ball 

was scooped up by DANIEL 

BUESCHER who scored right of 

the posts. Tanner’s conversion was 

wide. SCORE 26-0 KU. 

30th minute – RYAN RUSSELL is 

close to goal line in a crowd, has ball 

and feeds to flanker MAX PALMER 

who scores right of goal with a crowd 

of Truman players attached to his 

body. Tanner’s kick is wide.  

SCORE 31-0 KU 

35th minute – RYAN RUSSELLhas 

ball on right sideline and momentarily 

gets loose from the Truman players 

and is running in open at midfield. He 

runs into opposition and feeds to 

DANIEL BUESCHER, who scores 

through a crowd of Truman players 

right of the posts. Tanner’s kick is 

wide. SCORE 36-0 KU 

37th minute – Flanker MAX 

PALMER gets loose at midfield and 

out-runs all the Truman players, scor-

ing in left corner. Tanner is wide. 

SCORE 41-0 KU 

Halftime  

 5th minute – Wing AJ LaROCCA 

(yes…a kin of founding player JOHN 

LaROCCA is playing) uses his speed 

to score in the left corner. Tanner is 

wide. SCORE 46-0 KU. 

 

 Ensuing kickoff is caught by 2nd row 

RYAN HARRIMAN who scoots up 

field and dishes ball to wing, SAM 

BILLMAN who score right of posts. 

Tanner is wide. SCORE 51-0 KU 

 

20th minute – KU wins scrum near 

Truman goal line. #8 DANIEL 

BUESCHER keeps it for a short run 

and dishes to flanker JOE CON-

NOR who runs to posts. Tanner’s 

kick is good. SCORE 58-0 KU. 

 

Ensuing kickoff is caught by RYAN 

HARRIMAN who sprints up field. A 

Truman player tries to hit the lanky 

Harriman low, but Harriman is so 

quick; he cleanly hurdles the Truman 
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player, which unfortunately is a pen-

alty. Truman gets the ball and runs it 

down to the KU goal line for one of 

the few times in the match. There 

upon KU blunders and tries to pass 

the ball all the way through the KU 

backfield while on their own goal 

line. One pass is sloppy and is picked 

off by Truman for an easy try left of 

posts. Truman’s conversion kick is 

wide. SCORE 58-5 KU 

30th minute – KU Captain prop 

MATT HARMON battles a crowd 

of Truman players on the Truman 

goal line and touches the ball to the 

posts. The ref disputes he had control 

and really pushed the ball into the 

posts, so we had a scrum instead of a 

score. Not to be denied, in the loose 

play that follows that scrum, MATT 

HARMON gets his hands on the 

ball and grinds through Truman play-

ers to down the ball between the 

posts. Tanner’s is wide. SCORE 63-5 

KU 

Closing moments – Flanker JOE 

CONNOR has ball and is closing in 

for a try and is stood up by Truman 

players. Connor flips the ball to 

MATT HARMON who scores be-

tween posts. Tanner’s kick is good. 

SCORE 70-5 KU  

 Final 

For a slideshow go to YouTube: 

Lange-Jayhawks-9-26-15 

__________________________ 

Jayhawks vs KC Blues Division 2  

34-34 Tie 

October 10, 2015 @Westwick 

I’ve never seen anything like it. I need 

help with a word that transcends the 

over-used “teamwork”. I invite read-

ers to post a comment “Word = …” 

and offer a word or phrase. 

The Jayhawks have been on a streak 

and most sports teams would be re-

luctant to change ANYTHING, 

however the Jayhawks shake up their 

starting line-up every single week. It 

doesn’t make any difference if you 

scored in your last game, are a senior, 

or an international player with ele-

vated skills. The coaching staff real-

izes they have a deep squad that is 

full of very talented players and the 

coaches are rotating them into the 

featured game every weekend. The 

players on the sidelines genuinely 

cheer for their players on the field. 

It’s absolutely brilliant... It’s not 

about being on the FIRST team 

(since there really isn’t one); it’s about 

being ON the team. 

Even if a player starts, he may be 

asked to play a totally different posi-

tion. It’s as though you could put this 

whole squad of players in a box, 

These Jayhawks celebrate their first trophy at the Red Dirt Tournament, In Stillwater, OK 
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shake out a random 15, and they 

would file out and play a great game. 

They all know where they are sup-

posed to be on the field and what to 

do. They know their teammates will 

be in position, too. So they aren’t 

good because they play directly next 

to the same guy week after week. In-

stead, the Jayhawks are good because 

they are a machine with interchange-

able parts. The machine shares a sin-

gle thought process like some sort of 

hive. 

So help me with that idea for a word 

or a phrase. 

This week’s game was with the Kan-

sas City Blues Division 2 squad. This 

game doesn’t mean anything in col-

lege playoff standings. The Blues are 

NOT a “college team” in the Heart of 

America and games with them do not 

count in our local college Merit Table 

standings for national playoffs. In 

USA Rugby, the men’s club’s Division 

1, 2 & 3 compete in a different classi-

fication from the college clubs. The 

men’s club teams do not have links to 

being enrolled in college and do not 

have graduating seniors leaving their 

ranks. As such, the men’s clubs hold 

onto their rosters longer and tend to 

have bigger players with more experi-

ence than a college team. The men’s 

club teams are supposed to beat col-

lege teams. When the Jayhawks play a 

men’s club, they open their roster to 

some graduate player. Today the Jay-

hawks started 3 forwards who weren’t 

college players. 

The KC Blues field a Division 1 and 

Division 2 Men’s side and an Under 

19 side. All are consistently competi-

tive year to year. As such, they are a 

measuring stick for other clubs. To 

beat the Blues is saying some-

thing...Well in spite of the tie; today 

the Jayhawks “said something”. The 

Blues fielded a very big bunch of for-

wards, yet the Jayhawks played them 

tough. The Jayhawks players are so 

young, they are destined to get bigger 

and better in their coming years at 

KU. - Here is how the day’s game 

went down: 

Field conditions were a sunny 70 de-

grees with a wind blowing down field 

from the south 10-12 mph. The Jay-

hawks had the wind at their backs in 

the first half. Although the wind did-

n’t feel like a factor, the KC Blues had 

repeated difficulty kicking the ball 10 

meters at the start of play on kickoffs 

and both sides struggled with straight 

thrown-ins on lineouts all day. 

5th Minute – Blues won a scrum near 

the Jayhawks goal. One of the Blues 

backs scored left side of posts. The 

Blues attempted a drop kick for the 

conversion and it was wide. SCORE 

0-5 Blues 

8th Minute – KU scrum half THO-

MAS WAKIM (Australian exchange 

student) kicked a penalty kick down to 

the Blues’ goal line. Jayhawks hooker 

RYAN RUSSELL threw to the front 

man, gigantic tight head prop GRIFF 

HASTINGS. He collected the ball 

and pushed to within a foot of the 

goal line before he was downed. 

While on the ground, he surged an 

additional foot with Blues on his back. 

Nice effort; but it was a penalty. Blues 

kicked to midfield sideline. 

12th Minute – THOMAS WAKIM 

penalty kicked to corner. After Jay-

hawks won the line out, Captain # 8 

MATT HARMON scored a try in 

the left corner. Inside center SAM 

TANNER’s kick was wide. SCORE 

5-5 Tie 

16th Minute – Blues were on Jay-

hawks goal line. The Blues fullback 

was tackled just short of scoring a try. 

Just like Griff Hastings, the Blues 

fullback crawled with opponents on 

his back. Ref awarded Jayhawks a 

penalty kick and the ball went back to 

a lineout in midfield. 

19th Minute – Jayhawks had the ball 

at midfield and tested the Blues with 

one phase after another. The ball was 

worked left through the backs and the 

last man outside the wing was the Jay-

hawks big prop GRIFF HASTINGS 

who rumbled 20 meters to score left 

of posts. SAM TANNER’s kick was 

good! SCORE 12-5 Jayhawks 

24th Minute – After the Jayhawks 

won a midfield lineout and several 

attacking phases, outside center DY-

LAN FLOYD had ball and made a 

break on left side of field. Floyd fed 

to wing DAVE MARR who entered 

try zone in left corner and ran near 

left post to down the ball. Kick was 

wide. SCORE 17-5 Jayhawks 

33rd Minute – Blues won a lineout at 

midfield, but Jayhawk flanker JOE 

CONNOR (playing in helmet in at-

tached photos) pried a bad Blues pass 

out of the air and ran it down to the 

Blues 5 meter line. The Blues were 

penalized for reaching into the ruck 

and a penalty was awarded Jayhawks. 

THOMAS WAKIM toed the ball 

and flung it to prop GRIFFIN 

HASTINGS on left sidelines, who 

smashed to left corner of goal line for 

try. (See photo sequence) Kick was 

wide. SCORE 22-5 Jayhawks 
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35th Minute – Jayhawks had ball and 

ran phases from midfield down to 

Blues 22 meter line. Inside center 

SAM TANNER got ball and “took 

it to the house” between Blues up-

rights (See photo sequence, he’s # 

12). TANNER volunteered his kick-

ing duty to fullback MARTY 

BROWN (Australian exchange stu-

dent) who made the easy chip shot. 

SCORE 29-5 Jayhawks. 

Closing minute of half – Blues had 

lineout on right side near Jayhawks 

goal line. They ran a few phases and 

their back scored right of posts. Blues 

kick was wide. SCORE 29-10 Jay-

hawks 

Halftime – Jayhawks now face the 

wind 

6th Minute – Blues had a very heavy 

# 8 who had ball 20 meters out from 

Jayhawks’ goal. He broke tackles and 

scored between posts. Blues made 

kick. SCORE 29-17 Jayhawks 

18th Minute – Blues were awarded a 

penalty kick 22 meters from Jayhawks 

goal. The Jayhawks were light some 

players on their left side and called 

for a shift in manpower to defend. 

Blues worked their phases to Jay-

hawks left side and exploited the 

player shortage, scoring in corner. 

Blues kick was wide. SCORE 29-22 

Jayhawks 

25th Minute – Blues worked multiple 

phases in midfield. They worked the 

ball to their left and had an extra 

player on left sideline who scored in 

left corner. Blues kick was wide. 

SCORE 29-27 Jayhawks 

30th Minute – Blues big # 8 again got 

loose 22 meters out and the Jayhawks 

failed to knock his legs out from un-

der him. He scored left of posts. 

Blues made kick. SCORE 29-34 

Blues 

36th Minute – Blues were on their 

own goal line and under pressure. 

They kicked to right sideline at mid-

field, but ball failed to go out of 

bounds. Jayhawks wing took ball and 

evaded Blues tacklers and went in 

track race down left side line, crossed 

goal line in left corner, and downed 

bal l  left  of posts .  MARTY 

BROWN’s kick was wide making 

game a tie. SCORE 34-34 tie 

Closing minute – Blues had ball near 

midfield on their left side. Substitute 

outside center BRETT CADY inter-

cepted their pass and knifed diago-

nally towards posts and was running 

through the Blues backfield for win-

ning score!!! Blues caught him 10 me-

ters from their goal. (See photos) En-

suing play was stopped for a knock 

on and the game was over. 

END SCORE 34-34 

For a slideshow go to YouTube: 

Lange-Jayhawks-10-10-15 

__________________________ 

Border War Game 

KU Downs MU 26-21 in Close 

Match – Staying Undefeated 

October 24 in Swope Park, Kansas 

City MO 

You could see this match coming for 

weeks. The Missouri Tigers had al-

ready dispatched rivals Illinois and 

Kansas State. The Kansas Jayhawks 

were coming off winning the Red 

Dirt Rugby Tournament last weekend 

in Oklahoma. KU came into the 

game undefeated and ranked by Goff 

# 28 in college Division 1. MU was 

ranked # 29. The weather was perfect 

for the game. It was 60 degrees, 

cloudy, and the wind was a mild 10 

mph blowing down field. The Jay-

hawks had the wind behind them at 

kickoff. MU controlled the ball a 

good 90% of the first 10 minutes and 

forced the Jayhawks into an endless 

tackling drill. 

17th Minute – Jayhawks outside cen-

ter MARTY BROWN was awarded 

a penalty kick and chose to punt the 

ball down to the MU 5 meter line. It 

was KU’s linout so KU’s hooker, 

RYAN RUSSELL threw to the first 

man in the lineout, KU’s big captain 

MATT HARMON who pushed 

towards the MU goal line. The Tigers 

massed on him and offered a mo-

mentary break for HARMON to flip 

the ball back to RUSSELL in the gap 

between Harmon and the sideline. 

RYAN RUSSELL scored a try in 

the left corner. – KU wing AJ La-

ROCCA’s attempt for the extra 

points was a difficult kick from the 

sidelines and was wide. SCORE 5-0 

KU 

25th Minute – MU was awarded a 

penalty kick and punted to the side-

lines 40 meters from KU’s goal line. 

MU won the lineout and began a se-

ries of attacking phases that ended up 

with a stood up MU player on the 

KU goal line. The MU players 

worked the ball through the standing 

crowd (what’s called a “maul” in 

rugby-land) and scored a try left of 

the posts. MU’s conversion was 

good. SCORE 5-7 MU 

37th Minute – KU was awarded a 

penalty kick on the MU 5 meter line 
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on the right side of the field. KU 

scrum half THOMAS WAKIM toed 

the ball and fed it to their big for-

wards. KU ran one attacking phase 

and then flipped the ball to the big 

freshman loose head prop JEFF 

SCHUMAN who punched in for a 

try left of the posts. AJ LaROCCA’s 

kick was good. SCORE 12-7 KU 

Halftime – The Jayhawks now face 

the wind. 

3rd Minute – The game was just un-

derway and the Jayhawks were on 

their own 22 meter line attacking in 

phases. MU snatched a ball in a 

poorly controlled ruck and did a cou-

ple of quick phases, breaking tackles, 

and scoring on KU right of the post. 

As MU was making their conversion 

kick, the Jayhawks goal area was alive 

with KU player-to-player reminders 

that they had to tackle MU in the legs 

to improve. SCORE 12-14 MU 

9th Minute – MU was at midfield and 

kicked a soft punt to the middle of 

the field and the ball was caught by 

KU freshman 2nd row RYAN 

HARRIMAN who promptly turned 

up field, shedding Tigers. When he 

was 10 meters from MU’s goal line, 

he flipped the ball to freshman wing 

AJ LaROCCA to his right who ran 

for the right corner. He was tackled 

by the Tigers, so the ball was fed 

across the field to the left where it 

ended up in the hands of the Jay-

hawks wing ARNOLD DINH, who 

scored at the left post. AJ La-

ROCCA’s easy kick was good mak-

ing the SCORE 19-14 KU 

15th Minute – The Jayhawks were 

awarded a scrum 10 meters from the 

MU goal line on the far left side of 

the field. KU won the hook and the 

ball was fed to the backfield that was 

arrayed to the scrum’s right. AR-

NOLD DINH was the wing playing 

the sideline to the left and behind the 

scrum. He launched into the back-

field between fly half DANNY 

BUTEYN and inside center SAM 

TANNER. The Tigers closed on  

 

DINH who blew through a wall of 3 

Tigers and scored right through the 

uprights (See photos - its amazing). 

AJ LaROCCA made the easy chip. 

SCORE 26-14 KU 

35th Minute – MU punted the ball 

about 22 meters from their own goal 

line and it was fielded by reserve #8 

DANIEL BUESCHER who broke 

tackles and was downed in a mass of 

players on the Tiger goal line. The ref 

was not happy with the play on the 

ground as KU struggled to down the 

ball across the goal line amid a mass 

of Tigers. MU was awarded a penalty 

kick and drove it to the sidelines at 

midfield. MU won that line out and 

Ex-Marine Corp & freshman, Jeff Schuman is a BIG loose head prop. 

Here he is going in for a try in the Missouri game. He is one of several 
newcomers that have made this year’s recruiting class great. 



 

continued phased attacks closer and 

closer to KU’s goal line. The hitting 

and pace of play was the highest in-

tensity of the match as the Tigers 

knew their time was short. 

39th Minute – MU was awarded a 

penalty kick 5 meters from the KU 

goal line. MU toed the ball and con-

tinued several minutes of attacking 

phases until MU finally scored right of 

the posts. Their kick was good. 

SCORE 26-21 KU 

In the closing minutes of the ball 

game, MU was able to control the ball 

and get into the KU half of the field 

running attacking phases. The Jay-

hawks finally got possession of the 

ball and booted it out of the field on 

their right sideline at midfield. The ref 

called the game for time. FINAL 

SCORE 26-21 KU 

So now that # 28 beat # 29 on a neu-

tral field, where do the undefeated 

Jayhawks go in national ranking? 

__________________________ 

Jayhawks Rally Late But Lose to 

Oklahoma 

OU 22 – KU 19 

October 31, 2015 at Westwick 

The Jayhawks came into the game 

ranked # 28 and Oklahoma was 

ranked # 22. Both clubs sit atop their 

respective unions. The match was not 

for any sort of union position such as 

a Merit Table Match in the Heart of 

America and in the whacky world of 

rugby, they call a match like this a 

“friendly”… It was hardly that. 

The Jayhawks ongoing practice of 

doing a heavy rotation of players in 

featured matches paid off. There were 

a number of players not available who 

played against Missouri last week and 

Arnold Dinh is another great 
newcomer to the club. He is 
an Ex-Marine Corp sopho-
more and plays wing. He 
was also a Decathlon athlete 
on the KU Track Team. 

 

Besides his speed, he is an 
amazingly tough runner. 

 

In the MU game, in this se-
ries of shots, he was the wing 
on the short side, behind a 
scrum.  

• The ball comes out of the 
scrum. Look at the way 
the MU backs sprint to 
foil the KU passing 
movement. 

• The ball gets to fly half 
Danny Buteyn and he 
coils to pass to Arnold 
Dinh who as a surprise is 
coming into the line from 
that wing position. See 
the MU players slam-
ming on the brakes. 

• Dinh readies to charge 
into a trio of MU players. 

• Boom! - Dinh flattens the 
MU # 12. 

• Arnold Dinh goes in for a 
try. 

 

Against Oklahoma, Dinh 
was so fast, the OU fullback 
fielded a deep kick, only to 
have Dinh run up to him, 
snatch the ball from his 
hands, and sprint down field 
for a try.  
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yet the Jayhawks side remained 

strong. 

The field had some areas of standing 

water from the over-night rains. It 

was a cloudy 56 degrees with a light 

10 mph wind blowing out of the 

northwest corner of the field. KU 

kicked off with the wind in their face. 

3rd Minute – The Jayhawks were 

called for an offside. Oklahoma was 

awarded a penalty kick on the Kansas 

22 meter line, in the center of the 

field. The Sooners elected to go for a 

field goal and made the rather easy 

shot with the favoring wind. SCORE 

Kansas 0, Oklahoma 3 

10th Minute – Sooners were awarded 

a penalty kick 5 meters from the Jay-

hawks goal line. The Sooners 

bunched their big forwards who then 

ran up to the ball just as it was toed 

and handed to them. The Jayhawks 

held off this anvil-smash play and 

ended up kicking the ball back to 

midfield. The Sooners had several 

more opportunities to run this same 

play throughout the game and the 

Jayhawks held them off on every sin-

gle attempt. It was some great tack-

ling by the Jayhawks. 

13th Minute – Sooners won a scrum 

close to the KU goal line and a 

Sooner got across the line, only to be 

tied up before he could down the 

ball. Sooners won another scrum and 

ran several phases until they scored 

through the posts. The conversion 

kick was easily made. SCORE Kansas 

0, Oklahoma 10 

20th Minute – Jayhawks had a lineout 

5 meters from the Sooner goal line. 

RYAN RUSSELL threw to MATT 

HARMON and Harmon pounded 

the ball across the line in the right 

corner (see photos). AJ LaROCCA’s 

kick was wide as he kicked directly 

into the wind from the sidelines. 

SCORE Kansas 5, Oklahoma 10 

25th Minute – Jayhawks called for a 

high tackle close to their own goal 

line. Sooners’ penalty kick was an-

other forward drive that failed to 

score. 

30th Minute – Jayhawks called for 

reaching into a ruck. Sooner were 

given a penalty kick 30 meters from 

KU’s posts on the right side of the 

field. Although that made the attempt 

for 3 points straight down wind, the 

kick went wide. 

39th minute – Sooners had a lineout 

on Kansas’ 22 meter line. KU won 

the lineout, but lost the ball on a bad 

pass near their own goal line. An 

Oklahoma player kicked the ball into 

the Kansas goal and fell on it right of 

the posts. The conversion kick was 

good. SCORE Kansas 5, Oklahoma 

17 

Halftime – Jayhawks now have wind 

to their backs. 

12th Minute – Sooners given a pen-

alty kick 10 meters from the Jayhawks 

goal. They elected to again attempt 

the bunched forward drive and again 

the Jayhawks stuffed the charge. In 

the ensuing ruck, the Oklahoma 

scrum half began stomping into the 

ruck on a prone Jayhawk. Both side-

lines erupted with calls about the 

rough play and Jayhawks sophomore 

hooker RYAN RUSSELL was hav-

ing none of it. He retaliated by charg-

ing around the ruck and shouldering 

the Sooner off his feet, knocking the 

wind out of the OU #9. The ref 

whistled the play dead and sent Rus-

sell off on a 10-minute yellow card. 

The Sooner player was not called. 

The Jayhawks would play a man-

short, while Russell did his penalty 

time. 

18th Minute – Oklahoma got close to 

the Kansas goal line and ran attacking 

phases until they scored left of the 

posts. The kick was pushed to the 

right by the wind. SCORE Kansas 5, 

Oklahoma 22 

20th Minute – The ball was fed to 

Jayhawks fly half DANNY BUT-

EYN who uncorked a booming punt 

diagonally down field that traveled 

with a tailwind deep into the Sooner 

end of the field, near the Jayhawks 

left sideline. The Sooner fullback re-

covered it from the ground, but as he 

turned up field he was smothered by 

ARNOLD DINH, the Jayhawks 

wing. Arnold pried the ball from the 

Sooner’s hands and galloped for a try 

left of the posts. AJ LaROCCA’s 

kick was good. SCORE Kansas 12, 

Oklahoma 22 

21st Minute – The Jayhawks 

DANNY BUTEYN did a repeat 

and boomed a punt deep and to the 

left sideline. This time the Sooner 

fullback misjudged the bounce of the 

ball and actually dove over and past 

the ball on the ground without touch-

ing it. Jayhawks outside center DY-

LAN FLOYD was closing in fast 

and running shoulder to shoulder 

with his inside center SAM TAN-

NER. Floyd kicked the ball towards 

the Oklahoma goal line. Sam Tanner 

scooped it up and scored a try left of 

the posts. AJ LaROCCA’s kick was 

good and Jayhawks had put 14 points 

on the board in 1 minute of play. 
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SCORE Kansas 19, Oklahoma 22 

The final minutes of the game had 

the Jayhawks and Sooners moving up 

and down the length of the field. 

Both clubs realizing the game was 

very much on the line. In the closing 

moment, Jayhawks inside center 

SAM TANNER had the ball and ran 

to midfield. He cut right towards his 

sidelines and made a scissors pass to 

Jayhawks wing AJ LaROCCA. La-

Rocca was contained and the Sooners 

booted the ball to touch as time ex-

pired. 

FINAL SCORE Kansas 19. Okla-

homa 22 

____________________________ 

Arkansas 39 - Kansas 24 

11-14-15 at Westwick 

This is a disappointing loss, but I 

want to put it all in perspective. This 

season has been a lot of fun to watch 

as a fan and alumni. The freshman 

class of 2014 is probably the best 

single recruiting class since 1968*. 

There…I said it. I’m not saying 

you are the best college team to 

ever play at KU (because KU has 

had some whoppers), but you are 

maybe one of the best ever. Most 

of you had 4 years of experience in 

rugby before you came to KU, which 

most teams from the past needed 

their senior year to achieve. You are 

great athletes. More importantly, you 

have the commitment to come to 

practice and play away games. Finally, 

you have the mental toughness to 

work through a game where the score 

is down and fight your way back to a 

victory. This defined who you were 

all season…and will define who you 

will be as individuals the rest of your 

lives. It’s been a pleasure to watch 

you. You have gotten progressively 

better in every game since your first 

game in the fall of 2014. You all went 

to Ireland together last spring. The 

spring 2016 season is coming and you 

are in a great position to win the 

Heart of America and enter the na-

tional championships. Nothing could 

be sweeter for you and the alumni 

base of the club. Keep rocking it, 

KU! 

The weather today was sunny and in 

the mid 60’s, with the wind blowing 

downfield out of the southwest at 17-

22 mph. In a game like this, the wind 

become the 3rd team on the field. 

You want to exploit that wind to your 

advantage when you have it. KU re-

ceived the 1st half kick with the wind 

to their backs. 

5th Minute – Kansas awarded a pen-

alty kick on the left side of the Arkan-

sas 22 with wind to their backs. KU 

elected to go for posts. AJ La-

ROCCA’s attempt was wide. 

10th Minute – KU 2nd row RYAN 

HARRIMAN ran with the ball, got 

tackled, and fed to outside center 

DYLAN FLOYD at the Arkansas 22 

meter line, who broke tackles and 

crossed the goal line midway on the 

right goal line. He then ran between 

the posts to down the ball. KU wing 

AJ LaROCCA’s kick was good. 

SCORE 7-0 Kansas 

15th Minute - Kansas had the ball 

and mishandled it on their own goal 

line. There were a series of scrums. 

The Arkansas scrums consistently 

drove the Kansas scrums backwards 

all day. (This can be fixed. See Joe 

Kieltyka). An Arkansas player was 

finally called offside and Kansas 

kicked the ball back to the sidelines at 

midfield. 

19th Minute – KU’s fly half 

DANNY BUTEYN (playing in his 

last game as a 5th year senior) punted 

the ball deep into the Arkansas end 

of the field. It bounced around the 

Arkansas 20 and ended up in KU’s 

outside center DYLAN FLOYD’s 

hands. Floyd broke tackles and got 

his 2nd try midway on the left side of 

the posts. AJ LaROCCA’s kick was 

wide right. SCORE 12-0 Kansas 

21st Minute – KU’s hooker RYAN 

RUSSELL stole the Arkansas ball in 

a ruck on the KU 10 meter line and 

fed it back to his side. There were 

some bad passes on the Kansas goal 

line. Arkansas got the ball and scored 

midway to left of the posts. Kick was 

good. SCORE 12-7 Kansas 

31st Minute – KU’s Fullback 

MARTY BROWN (Australian ex-

change student playing in his last 

game) had a penalty kick that he 

punted to the Arkansas 5 meter line. 

RYAN RUSSELL threw in the line-

out to KU # 8 MATT HARMON 

who bashed into the left corner for a 

try. AJ LaROCCA’s kick was wide. 

SCORE 17-7 Kansas. 

37th Minute – Arkansas penalty kick 

on the KU 10 meter line. Arkansas 

toed the ball and threw a skip pass to 

the short, left side that went to their 

big wing on a dead run, who scored 

in the left corner. The Arkansas 

kicker had a tough kick directly into 

the wind from the left sideline and 

made it. SCORE 17-14 Kansas 

39th Minute – Arkansas won a ruck 

70 meters from KU’s goal. The ball 

was fed to their left side and 5 or 

more Arkansas players carried it to 

the Kansas goal, scoring in the left 

corner. The Arkansas kicker had an-

other tough kick into the wind from 
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the left sidelines. SCORE 17-19 Ar-

kansas 

Halftime – Kansas now had the wind 

in their face. 

5th Minute – Arkansas won a scrum 

on KU’s 22 on right side of field. 

They played to the short side and fed 

their wing for a score in the right cor-

ner. Arkansas kick was wide. SCORE 

17-24 Arkansas 

9th Minute – Arkansas kicked down-

wind to the right corner. The ball 

bounced into their hands and they 

scored on the right side. Kick was 

wide. SCORE 17-29 ARKANSAS 

10th Minute – KU kicked from their 

goal line to midfield on their right 

side. The ball did not go out of 

bounds. Arkansas counter attacked 

and scored on their left corner. Kick 

was good. SCORE 17-36 Arkansas 

15th Minute – KU’s hooker RYAN 

RUSSELL got ball and absolutely 

bored through Arkansas players for 

20 meters at midfield. He fed to DY-

LAN FLOYD who broke tackles and 

got down to the Arkansas goal where 

he fed KU’s big flanker MAX 

PALMER who ground into a wall of 

Razorbacks. Somewhere, the players 

got on the ground. The ref awarded 

Arkansas a penalty kick on their goal 

line and the ball was punted to the 

sidelines at midfield. 

20th Minute – KU fullback MARTY 

BROWN chipped a kick from mid-

field to right side of the field on the 

Arkansas 22. KU’s wing COLE 

TRIPP scooped it up, broke tackles, 

and scored right of the posts. AJ La-

ROCCA’s kick was wide. SCORE 24-

36 Arkansas 

31st Minute – Arkansas # 8 ran 

through tackles from 30 meters out 

and crosses KU goal line, but was 

smothered in Jayhawks who pre-

vented him from downing the ball. 

KU won the 5 meter scrum and 

pushed the ball to the 10 meter line. 

KU took the ball from the scrum and 

punted to 

right sidelines at midfield. 

35th Minute – Arkansas chipped the 

ball to the KU goal line. The Arkansas 

# 8 was running for ball and horse 

collared a KU player without the ball 

who was running in front of him. 

KU's penalty kick punt returned the 

ball to sidelines at midfield. 

36th Minute – KU called for off sides 

on a tackle around a ruck, 38 meters 

from KU’s posts in middle of field. 

Arkansas went for the posts and made 

the kick. FINAL SCORE 24-39 Ar-

kansas 

Thank you for the season, KU. Last 

games were played by DANNY 

BUTEYN and MARTY BROWN. 

We also thank Australian exchange 

student THOMAS WAKIM who 

missed the game due to injury. Danny 

Buteyn, you were an exemplary cap-

tain and ambassador for the sport. 

What you told your teams after victo-

ries or defeats was always poetry. 

Good luck. 

*1968 was the 5th year of the 

club. The players from 1968-

72 were a pure college team 

that played in the finals of the 

Aspen Ruggerfest versus the 

Denver Barbarians and 

played close matches with Air 

Force in other years. A few 

years after graduating and 

after the establishment of 

USA Rugby, some of these 

players were Eagle candi-

dates. **** 

Marty Brown, Danny Buteyn, and Matt Harmon share a laugh after a game. 
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