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INSIDE THIS EDITION 
 

THE  JAYHAWKS  ENJOY  A  MILESTONE  
YEAR  IN  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  
THEIR  COLLEGE  S IDE .  COMMITTED  
FRESHMAN  CLASS  GIVES  CLUB  A  
TREMENDOUS  FUTURE .  
 
WANTED: A  P A I R  O F  Y O UN G  A T H L E T E S  6 ’ 2 ”  T O  

6 ’ 5 ”  A N D  2 0 0 - 2 3 0  L B S .   NO  EX PER IENCE  NEEDED .  

PROMISE :  Y O U  W I L L  P L A Y  ON  A  P H E N OMEN A L  

R U G B Y  C L U B  

June ,  2015  

The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 50 year history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 
http://www.kurugby.org/  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 
OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  

 

Featured In the next Issue: Featured In the next Issue: Featured In the next Issue: Featured In the next Issue:     

• What to expect in What to expect in What to expect in What to expect in 
the coming fallthe coming fallthe coming fallthe coming fall    

If you are interested in  

financially supporting the club, 
charitable gifts can be made to:  
 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc. 

PO Box 1074 

Lawrence, KS, 66044 

 

We want more stories and photos from the past. 
 

Send material to pd4bicycles@aol.com before September 1, 2015.  Please 
provide your contact information. 
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“Destiny is just a matter of  timing and right now, we 
are right on schedule!” General George S. Patton, Jr. 

This has been a pivotal 
year for the Jayhawks. It’s a 
year where past, present, and future inter-
sected in a monster way. The club is situ-
ated better now than I could have imag-
ined back in 2011 when we started the 
planning efforts for the 50-year reunion.  
 

Let’s review what is going on: 
 

PAST:  
We hosted the 50-year reunion last fall 
where so many of the former players 
from all past eras came back to see old 
teammates and revisit their time on the 
club. The momentum of the club’s long 
past is helping push its current and future 
activities. 
 

PRESENT:  
A game-changing marketing plan brought 
in a load of experienced freshman players. 
It’s like last year’s entire senior class of 
rugby players from the Blue Valley High 
Schools came to KU and played. The Jr. 
Blues provided a dynamo wing in Sam 
Tanner, and former High School All-
American from Thomas Aquinas, Bren-
dan Nachbar is now the inside center. 

The college side will only lose 3 
players: scrum half David Buteyn 
graduates and will become an elementary 
school teacher in Bartlesville, OK and 
Australian foreign exchange student 2nd 
row Oliver Webb. Senior 2nd row Shelby 
Politte graduates, but will stay on the club 
side as he attends KU’s Pharmacy School.  
The club’s current captain, Dan But-
eyn returns next fall. The club is flush 
with young talent that will play for an-
other 3 years. - The Jayhawks are totally 
contrary to the assumptions of a cou-
ple of years ago, that kids at KU are 
burned out on organized sports and 
are too apathetic to take up the man-
agement of the club. A few weeks ago, 
at the elections for next year’s club offi-
cers, there were several very talented play-
ers competing for every single officer 
slot on the club. That would have been 
unheard of a year or two ago. 

FUTURE:  
Follow this…Alumni have stepped up to 
help shoulder the club’s financial burden 
and the players have stepped up to run 
the day-to-day chores of the club. All this 
has freed up Rick Renfro and other in-
terested alumni to do some of the “big 
picture stuff” that needs to be done to 
become a GREAT CLUB. The club’s 
college roster is now deep enough to field 
a good starting side, so the club can now 
move on to look for the recruitment of 
some specific role players, like a pair of 
big 2nd rows to bolster the forwards. 
 

 So what’s in that future?  - Think 
of all the good things that have occasion-
ally happened over the years by coinci-
dence. What if the situations were culti-
vated so they happened constantly as 
part of the club’s overall planning?  
 

• Unbelievably talented athletes come 
to the rugby club from the varsity 
sports.  

 

• Unbelievably talented foreign players 
show up and play the game like a 
man among boys.  

 

• KU players take a semester to study 
abroad and play in a rugby-playing 
country. They then return home to 
play for the Jayhawks with their ele-
vated experience. 

 
 On the “talented athlete” idea, we 
established ties with the coaches who 
manage KU’s walk-on programs for the 
football and basketball team. 75% of foot-
ball walk-on candidates don’t make the 
cut to be in the fall practices. The basket-
ball team’s numbers are probably slimmer. 
Imagine a club with a steady flow of big 
2nd rows like Bill Mills, Bryan Hunter, 
and Derek Mannell. – We are going to 
target these athletes as they come out of 
high school, too. (Especially the rugby 
players, so we can continue to attract 
groups of experienced freshmen like we 
landed this year.) 
 

 On the “foreign players here” and the 
“KU players in foreign country” idea, 
we established ties with the KU Student 
Abroad program. We are already lining 
up candidates to fill the pipeline in both 
directions. 
 

 Here are the tentative plans for 
playing events in the future: 
 

•  Spring 2016 – Ivy League 
Tour - On the 50th anniversary of 
the Jayhawks’ 1966 tour.  

 

•  Summer 2016 - Wyoming 
Round-Robin - An event for the 
Jayhawks as a summer get-away to 
play western college clubs. If we can’t 
fill our side, we will take a composite 
side with college players from other 
area schools. 

 

•  2017 -Bi-Annual Foreign 
Tour - The club will go to the 
southern hemisphere. It will either be 
Australia, New Zealand, or South 
Africa. 

 

 Come visit the Jayhawk club 
and watch a game. – In the litera-
ture about the New Zealand All Blacks 
coming to play the Eagles in Chicago last 
fall, there was mention of the event or-
ganizers’ concern that the USA doesn’t 
have rugby fans. A knock on the sport of 
rugby in the USA, is that guys the age of 
most of the readers of this newsletter had 
great interest in rugby as a player, but 
have shown little interest as a spectator. – 

Don’t be that guy. Come to Law-
rence and attend a game. Many of you live 
within an hour of Lawrence. The Jay-
hawks’ skills are terrific and are fun to 
watch. The Westwick Facility is a dream, 
as you saw at the 50th reunion.  
 

We want to fill the sidelines 
with Old Boys.  
Your club remembers you. **** 
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It’s hard to write a story about just one 
player on this current squad. This 
freshman class has many story lines in 
common. 
 
 Here is a list of some of the stories 
that could easily be followed: 
 

• Freshman with years of high school 
experience joins club along with lots 
of his high school teammates. 

 

• Terrific freshman player is the son of 
a rugby player. 

 

• All the supportive dads of players on 
the sidelines at the games. 

 
 KU has a bumper crop of terrific fresh-
man. Most of them have played several 
years in high school, before coming to 

KU. A few like Ryan Russell are second 
generation rugby players. Other second 
generation freshmen include Sam Tan-
ner (dad Matt Tanner) and Matt 
Harmon (dad Rick Harmon). 
 
 Former Jayhawk Matt O’Donnell was a 
teammate of Ryan’s dad Ed Russell in St. 
Louis. Ed later moved to Kansas City and 
bought a house down street from Matt. 
Ed and Matt used to get together and 
watch rugby games on TV. Matt has 
known Ryan most of his life. 
 
 Ryan came to my attention in the prepa-
ration for the 50th Anniversary last fall. He 
was the “tech guy” that took old photos 
and made them into videos with sound 
tracks. So I decided to make Russell the 
first freshman interview. Rick Renfro has 
raved about him all year. He has terrific 

passing skills. He’s fast enough to occa-
sionally start some games playing center. 
He moves to the ball exceptionally well, 
so he’s often handling the ball in support 
of the backs after a ruck.  
 
 The alumni from the 1960’s and 1970’s 
may counter and say, “Yeah, but our 
forwards were tough”. You would be 
making a mistake discounting Russell or 
any of the rest of these young Jayhawks. 
If there is an up & under punt, Russell is 
most often the clean-up tackler who 
comes in under it. In a recent club side 
game against a men’s club, there was a 
dust-up of the big forwards after a ruck. It 
was one of those 10-second exchanges of 
fists that featured several of other team’s 
“bigs” coming after the Jayhawks’ legen-
dary prop Grant Lechtenberg. It hap-
pened over most players’ back shoulder, 
who missed it, but Russell’s keen field 
awareness saw the trouble and was the 
Jayhawk that jumped into the fray to back 
up his #1. I don’t put that in the story to 
say Russell’s a brawler, because like the 
rest of his team, he’s a nice, polite kid; it’s 
just that they are the complete package 
that could have played in any era of the 
club. 
 
 Q: Tell me about your dad, Ed Rus-
sell and how that shaped you getting 
into rugby? 
He was a prop who played for the St. 
Louis Ramblers for about 20 years and 
then for the KC Blues Old Boys after he 
moved to Kansas City. I used to go watch 
him play when I was a little kid. He never 
pushed me towards rugby as I grew up. 
He let me pursue the sports that inter-
ested me. So I played soccer, basketball, 
and football. I got started playing rugby in 
my junior year at Blue Valley High 
School. The coaches were Paul Tripp 
and Matt O’Donnell. We had a pretty 
good team. We played in the Kansas finals 
every year I played, but we always got beat 
by Thomas Aquinas. 
 
 Q: Both you and your dad are front 
row players. Did his playing in the 
front row steer you towards playing 

Ryan Russell 
“Old School” Tough Freshman Hooker that Plays Like a Back 

In photo: # 2 Ryan Russell, (front) (L-R behind Russell) # 10 Dan Buteyn, # 13 
Dylan Floyd, # 12 Brendan Nachbar (white), # 4 Shelby Politte, and # 5 Australian 
Exchange Student, Oliver Webb. (In back of tent in black hat is the club’s terrific 
trainer, Wendy Bach) 
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there? 
No, I just have my dad’s build. I was kind 
of chunky in high school, so that’s just 
where they put me. My dad helped me 
with my technique, like how to get low 
and keep my back straight. 
 
 Q: How did you get into playing 
rugby?  
I was goofing around playing football 
with some friends at Blue Valley and 
some guys who were a year behind me, 
Sam Kohn and Patrick McLeroy. They 
told me I ought to play rugby. So I 
started playing that fall. My dad played it 
cool and didn’t get excited. I think he 
wanted to see if I’d like it without him 
influencing the decision. 
 
 Q: How did you decide to play for 
KU? 
At the end of my junior year, I played in 
the Kansas High School Rugby Champi-
onship game at Westwick. The Buteyn 
twins (David and Dan) came up and 
got my name, phone number, and email. 

I already knew I was coming to KU. In 
my freshman year, I came out to practice 
in August with my Blue Valley team-
mates, Max Palmer and Sam Billmon. 
 
 Q: What was it like to have a big 
group of freshman come out and start 
playing at the same time? 
We all bonded together, because we were 
all new-comers. I wish we could have had 
a bigger group of upperclassmen, so we 
could learn more from their experiences. 
We came in and maybe 9 of us were on 
the starting team right off the bat. For-
mer high school All American from Tho-
mas Aquinas, Brendan Nachbar came 
out this past spring and is another young 
player on the club. 
 
 Q: What do you have to say about 
Westwick? 
It’s awesome. You see these other fields 
when you play on the road. Missouri’s 
field had drainage issues and was still 
soggy from earlier rain. Oklahoma State’s 
field was OK, but was just an intramural 

field that wasn’t really a rugby pitch. We 
honestly have a really nice set-up on our 
field situation. We had a day of rain be-
fore and the morning of the recent Heart 
of America 7’s Tournament at Westwick. 
The Arkansas guys said that the Univer-
sity of Arkansas would have kept the 
event off their fields because of the wet 
conditions.  
 
 Q: What do you think lays ahead for 
you and your freshmen group in the 
coming years? 
I think we could stay together as we are 
and get pretty good, but if we get serious 
and work out, we could get really good. 
We have a great coach in Matt 
Schwartz. He has big hopes for the club, 
but he hasn’t been running practice like 
it’s the Army or we’re playing pro foot-
ball. He make it fun. I personally would 
like to get into the KU Student Abroad 
program during my sophomore year and 
go to Australia and play rugby for a se-
mester. **** 
 
  

Former Jayhawk & Current Blue Valley Area High School Rugby Coach - Matt O’Donnell  

(Here providing some last minute instruction to his HS players at the Heart of America Tournament 
on March 28 & 29 2015) 
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Personal Connection to Ryan 
Russell and his dad, Ed Russell 
After playing for the Jayhawks for several 
years, I moved to St. Louis in 1993. I was 
looking to continue playing rugby and the 
2 best clubs at that time were the Bombers 
and the Ramblers.  I chose the Ramblers.  
Ed Russell was a member of the Ram-
blers when I played for them ('93-'96).  He 
was a prop and I was a back, so we didn't 
hang out !!!  I was offered a job back in 
KC so I moved back in '96 and only saw 
Ed periodically. Around 2006, Ed trans-
ferred to Kansas City and moved 1 block 
from my house. Ed and I immediately 
started to hang out watching Heineken 
Cup, Super 12's , 6 Nations and ...drinking 
beer.  
 

 Ryan was in the same 7th grade class as 
my daughter Kelly and they were friends at 
school. Ryan liked to play soccer at that 
time. I began to Coach Blue Valley Dis-
trict Rugby. When Ryan got to high school 
I kept pestering him to play rugby, but for 
the 1st & 2nd years of high school he was 
pretty involved in soccer. Ed did not want 
to push Ryan to play rugby, but I would 
always make an off-hand comment to 
Ryan that when he was ready to play a 
"Man's Game" he should come out and 
play rugby for Blue Valley District Rugby 
Club.  (I think Ed used me as one of his 
pawns!!!) .   
 
 He decided to play in his junior year. Ryan 
immediately stood out because of how 
aggressive he played and his keen sense of 

field awareness.  The only problem was, 
Ryan was also a thespian and he split time 
between rugby and theater which affected 
his rugby learning-curve.  In his senior 
year, he was 100% committed to rugby 
and it showed. Blue Valley had a good 
team. His teammates included current 
KJRFC members Skyler Baker , Ben 
Anderson , Max Palmer  and Sam Bill-
mon. Ryan stood out amongst them. He 
switched from hooker to flanker his senior 
year. We went to State Finals and the suc-
cess of the season had a lot to do with 
Ryan and his fellow BV alumni that are 
now playing at KU. Ryan’s open field run-
ning and his ability to chase high kicks was 
pretty instinctive.  I really believe that his 
soccer instincts transferred to rugby as far 
as field awareness and spacing. Ryan got 

Coach Matt O’Donnell & Blue Valley HS District’s  
Connection to the Current Jayhawks 

Current Jayhawks from Blue Valley HS District 
(L-R) -  Ryan Russell, Skyler Baker, Sam Billmon, Max Palmer, David Marr (junior ) … Missing from 
the photo - Ben Anderson (freshman) 
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selected to play for the Heart of 
America Select Side after his Senior 
year and they traveled to Denver to 
compete against teams from all over the 
country.  The HOA took 1st or 2nd place 
that year and Ryan got significant playing 
time.     
  
Below are some comments about the 
current KU players that I coached at 
Blue Valley High School Rugby: 
 

•  Ben Anderson -   Ben came to 
us as a quiet inexperienced rugby 
player.  He played 2nd row.  Ben 
really worked hard at his position 
and did a great job of listening about 
his role and did a great job. 

 

•  Sam Billmon -    A lot like Ben, 
Sam came to us as a quiet, unassum-
ing player. He dedicated himself to 
the sport of rugby and it showed.  
Sam really took over in the front 
row. He was good at getting around 
in loose play and tackling.  Sam did a 
great job of taking the ball into a 
tackle and not losing possession.  By 
the end of his 2 years, Sam played 
with a lot of self-confidence and 
made a difference on the pitch. 

•  Skyler Baker - Skyler showed up 
to the first practice with a skate-
board ... I think he was looking for 
the skating park and took a wrong 
turn!!! Skyler started out his first year 
as a flanker, but eventually moved to 
center.  Between his junior and sen-
ior year, he worked hard because he 
really wanted to play center. Skyler 
did a great job of running hard and 
tackling.  

 

•  Max Palmer - Max had a couple 
nicknames - “Mad Max " and " Sin 
Bin Max "!!!  Max played prop his 
first year and then moved out to 
flanker his senior year. Max did a 
great job of tackling and running 
hard when he had the ball. You 
could always count on Max to lift 
the team with his aggressive and 
angry play.  Every team needs a few 
Max's to get the others fired up.  

 

•     David Marr - David was a foot-
ball stud on the Blue Valley High 
State Champion team.  He played 
nose guard, but he must have been 
one of the fastest nose guards in the 
Midwest!!!  David and a bunch of his 
football buddies decided to play 
rugby their senior year (the rugby 
season is only in the spring).  That 
team was by far one of the most 
athletic teams we had.  David played 
center for us.  His strength, speed, 
and his ability to never miss a tackle 
stood out. If Max can teach David to 
play angry; nobody would want to 
get in his way. 

 
 The one common thing I would say 
about every one of these players I just 
mentioned is that they were all very 
“coachable”.  They were all very re-
spectful and gave 100% of what the 
coaches asked. They were great kids - 
no attitudes. **** 

Ed Russell  - Today 

Still willing to go into a game. 

(Read more in Season Summary)  
Be a recruiter for the 
rugby club! 

 

I was driving back to work after 
lunch a few days ago and saw 
two HS age boys throwing a 
rugby ball next to a parking lot. 

 

I did a U-turn and asked them 
where they played. One was a 
graduating player from a nearby 
high school and his buddy wasn't 
a player. I asked the player if he 
was going to KU and he said he 
was going to Jo Co.  

 

I told him he should think about 
going to KU and play rugby. I 
told him I used to play and the 
KU team is mostly freshman.  

 

He said his good buddy was his 
high school team's fly half and is 
coming to KU next fall and will 
play. He was aware there were a 

bunch of freshman on the team 
this year. Apparently he knew 
other area HS kids planning on 
coming. I was gone after ex-
changing those few sentences. 

 

 I bring this up, because in KC, I 
frequently see kids throwing a 
rugby ball or having a skirmish. 
Sometimes all it may take for 
someone to stay with the sport in 
college is for somebody to en-
courage them to come play. – 
Old Boys should venture into 
a 2-minute ad for the KU club. 

 

In this article, you can see the 
impact Matt O’Donnell has had 
on the current KU club. Many 
thanks to the high school 
coaches for both the time they 
put into the sport and for en-
couraging their kids to continue 
playing at the college level.  
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March 6, 2015 - The Jayhawks 
lost a hard-fought merit table 
match at MU 26-10.  
The Jayhawks were very much "in this 
game". At the half it was 2 tries to 1. The 
first 20 minutes was an impressive display 
of Jayhawk ball control. MU is probably 
the strongest college club in the area and 
Kansas did a good job. What they lacked 
was the ability to zip the ball through 
their backfield. The Tiger backfield did a 
very good job on defense. They had Kan-
sas stopped by the time the ball was to 
the centers. There were some terrific 
individual performances: # 10 Dan But-
eyn was all over the field making try-
saving tackles. He scored late in the 1st 
half. # 2 Ryan Russell followed his 
dribbler kick into the MU goal that could 
have been a try, he caught KU’s kickoff 
in the 2nd half, and made a tackle on an 
up & under punt that was old-school 
terrific. # 5 Shelby Politte had a great 
game in all phases (lineout-loose play 
etc). He scored the Jayhawks’ late try. 

Ireland Tour 
March 14, 2015 - Jayhawks 
opened up the tour with a shut-
out win over Dolphin RFC 20-0!  
Try scorers were Griff Hastings, Daniel 

Buescher, and Sam Tanner with 2.  
 
 March 16, 2015 - The boys 
dropped a hard, physical match 
to Galbally RFC 23-12.  
Try scorers were Sam Anderson and 
Sam Tanner. The match was close at 
half time after getting down two scores, 
but a second half yellow card halted the 
Hawks’ defense and made the difference.  

 March, 21, 2015 - The boys 
dropped a tough one to defend-
ing cup champion Clontarf 
RFC 73-14.  
It was a tough loss, but the lads showed 
a lot of heart and learned a lot in the 
process. Try scorers were Dylan Floyd 
and Sam Tanner. Afterwards we were 
hosted with some delicious lamb stew 
and headed over to the beautiful club-
house where we shared some beers and 
watched Ireland take on Scotland in 
what could be the deciding game of the 
6 Nations Championship. After the 
game, both teams exchanged jerseys 
and other apparel while sharing stories. 
This club was established in 1876 and 
is the best example of where we want 
to be as a team. Unfortunately we have 
to leave this beautiful country soon, but 
it truly has been an experience of a life 
time. Thank you again to all who sup-
ported us and got us here.  
 

 March 28-29, 2015  - Heart of 
America Tournament in Kansas 
City 
 

 The Kansas City Rugby Club re-started 
the popular HoA Tourney after over a 
decade absence. Teams competed in Col-
lege men’s and women’s, as well as High 
School. Teams as far away as Baylor at-
tended. The top college seeds were two 
teams fielded by Lindenwood University 
(St. Louis), where rugby is a varsity sport.  
The event was held at the Heritage Park 
Sports Facility in southern Kansas City. 
The facilities were ideal for a rugby tour-
nament. The fields had lush grass and 

were just far enough apart that the 
neighboring game’s whistle would not 
interfere with the other games. – Many 
thanks to KCRFC for this effort. You get 
an “A+”.  
 

 SLU 
The Jayhawks started off playing St. 
Louis University. The weather was a 
cloudy, windy day in the high 30’s.  
The Jayhawks held good field position 
for the majority of the match. In the first 
half, there was a scrum on the SLU goal. 
Senior scrum half David Buteyn picked 
up the ball from his #8 and found a path 
to the goal line, in the right corner. The 
extra point kick went wide in the wind. 
Score KU 5-0 

 In the opening minutes of the second 
half, the Jayhawks sophomore #8 Dan 
Buescher had a long run from mid-field. 
SLU stopped his try attempt about 1 yard 
short. Later, KU kicked a long punt from 
deep inside their KU 22 meters line. The 

Spring 2015 Season in Review 

Shelby Politte’s Late Try @ MU 

Above  - David Buteyn scores on SLU 

Below  - # 8 Dan Beucher’s long run 
that almost scored 
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ball failed to get out of bounds, but KU’s 
big junior wing, David Marr recovered 
the ball and started to run. The ball 
ended up with junior outside center Dy-
lan Floyd, who sprinted from mid-field 
for a breakaway try between the posts. 
The easy kick was made and the Jay-
hawks finished out the game with the 
score 12-0. 
 

 Lindenwood  
The Jayhawks were in a scoreless stale-
mate, for most of the first half. At the 
half’s mid-point KU’s Brendan 
Nachbar was called for a lifting, pile-
driving tackle, which put him out of the 
game for 5 minutes in the “sin bin”. In-
credibly, the Jayhawks prevented Linden-
wood from scoring with their extra man 
advantage during the penalty minutes. 
(Did we say the Jayhawks can defend???)  
 
 KU got on the board first with a try in 
the right corner by prop Griffin Hast-
ings. KU had a lineout on Lindenwood’s 

5 meter line. Griff stood first in the 
lineout and scored on a quick in-
bound pitch. The long extra point kick 
sailed wide in the wind. Score KU 5-0. 
Lindenwood responded by getting the 
ball near the Jayhawks’ goal and recy-
cled the ball until they finally scored in 
the right corner. Their long extra point 
kick sailed wide. The first half ended 
with a 5-5 tie. 
 
 I want to pause here…The Jayhawks 
starting line up is over 50% freshmen. In 
stark contrast, Lindenwood has experi-
enced international college rugby players 
and has them on scholarship. The game 
is 5-5 at half… and 5 minutes of that 22 
minute half had the Jayhawks fielding a 
14-man squad. The chatter on the side-
lines from spectators was that KU has a 
really good side. 
 
 In the second half, KU was called for 
collapsing the scrum. Lindenwood took 
the penalty opportunity and ran a try into 

the right corner and made the 
extra points with a following 
wind. Score 5-12.  Lindenwood 
then covered a kicked ball into 
the KU goal for a try on the 
right side and made the extra 
points. Score 5-19. KU kicked 
a high punt in the center of the 
field. Freshman flanker Max 
Palmer miss-timed the ball and 
tackled a Lindenwood player 
who was jumping to catch the 
ball. Although the tackle was 
not a hard hit, the ref elected to 
not use the “sin bin” and in-

stead ruled it a red card infraction and 
ejected Palmer with over 10 minutes left. 
KU had a 14-man squad for the remain-
der of the match. Lindenwood rallied 
their forwards for a try under the posts. 
Score 5-26. Team captain Dan Buteyn 
then left the game with an injury. In the 
closing minutes Jayhawks Griff Hast-
ings scored his second try in the left 
corner, running on the short side of a 
ruck on Lindenwood’s goal. KU made 
the extra points with the wind. Score 12-
26. Lindenwood then scored in the last 
minute to make Ending Score 12-31. 

 Baylor 
As Old Boy Louie Riederer told the 
huddled squad before the game, “Sunday 
morning games are always tough, but 
they build the character of a club.” - KU 
was in the 6-team playoffs. The larger-
sized Baylor squad was matched by a 
group of only 16 Jayhawks who were 
hurting from the prior day. The Jayhawks 
played without the ball the majority of 
the first half and showed terrific heart in 
their defense. At the 20th minute, a 
Baylor forward shed some tackles and 
someone finally scored. The extra point 
kick was wide. Score 0-5. One minute 
later, the Jayhawks were awarded a pen-
alty kick in the center of field, 30 meters 
from Baylor’s goal. They elected to run 
and were pushed back down field. KU 
was back near the Baylor goal a minute 
later and was awarded another penalty 
kick 30 meters out for Baylor’s shepherd-
ing. This time KU’s fly half Brendan 
Nachbar was asked to kick for the posts 
and made the Score 3-5.  
 
 In the second half, Baylor had a scrum 
on the KU 5 meter line. Baylor won the 
ball and fed it to the short side on the 
right. It was a stunt, where the first back 

Freshman # 1 Matt Harmon’s smashing drive with the ball against SLU 

Griff Hastings (bald head) celebrates with  

forwards after his 1st score on Lindenwood 

# 9 David Buteyn zips ball against 
jumbo sized Baylor club 
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took the hit and immediately fed to the 
wing who scored. The extra point kick 
went wide left. Score 3-10. Baylor then 
came back to the KU goal line for a se-
ries of at least 10 consecutive scrums 
interrupted by only seconds of open play. 
KU finally secured a clean ball and kicked 
to mid-field. It was a very stout defensive 
performance. KU was next awarded a 
penalty kick from 35 meters out and went 
for posts. This time Nachbar’s attempt 
sailed wide right. In the games closing 
minutes, outside center Dylan Floyd 
intercepted a Baylor knock-on pass at 
mid-field and was in a track race for the 
Baylor goal line and the chance to tie the 
game. Baylor caught him 5 meters short. 
The pass to his following wing was un-
successful. Ending score 3-10. 
 

 April 4, 2015 – Jayhawks 
dropped a hard one 19-16 
against Kansas State in Man-
hattan.  
The Jayhawks were up 13-0 at half after a 
great goal line stand that saw KSU failing 
to punch it in. Trys were scored by Sam 
Tanner and Ryan Russell and 2 penalty 
kicks made by Brendan Nachbar. 
 

 April 11, 2015 – Jayhawks fin-
ished the HOA season with a 
22-12 merit table win at OSU. 
The Jayhawks were up 10-5 at the half 
after a try by Shelby Politte and Daniel 
Buescher.  The Jayhawks added second 
half trys by Matt Harmon and Max 
Palmer with one conversion kick made 
by Joe Connor.  

 April 18, 2015 - Heart of Amer-
ica 7’s at Westwick 
KU hosted the Heart of America College 
7’s on Saturday April 18. Participating 
were last year’s Champions, University of 
Arkansas, Missouri, K-State, Iowa State, 
Truman State, as well as the Jayhawks.  
 
 Heavy rain and lightning caused a morn-
ing delay until noon. The coaches hud-
dled together at the scheduled 9:00 AM 
start and decided to go somewhere to 
wait it out. Rick Renfro noted (with a 
grin) that about the only place that was 
open where the players could do that was 
at Johnny’s in North Lawrence. He called 
in extra service staff and provided the 
group free “breakfast pizzas” when they 

arrived. 
 
 In the first match in pool play against 

Iowa State, KU’s junior Dylan Floyd 
and freshman Brendan Nachbar led the 
squad to a 26-22 win. KU scored first 
and stayed in the lead through the entire 
game. 
 

 In KU’s second match against Mis-
souri, KU’s captain Danny Buteyn got 
on the scoreboard first. Unfortunately, 
those were KU’s only points in a 7-24 
loss. KU had a few “self-inflicted 
wounds” on bad passes and a kick or two 
that lost them possession of the ball. 
 
 Coming out of pool play, KU was 
matched in the semi-finals with the even-

tual champs, Arkansas. KU fell to 0-12 
and then came back to make it 7-12. In 
the end, Arkansas held on to win with 
final score 12-32.  
 

 KU was paired with K-State to play 
for 3rd  Place. The Jayhawks defeated the 
Wildcats 12-0 to place 3rd in the tourna-
ment. 
 
 Arkansas went on to defeat Missouri 12-
10 in the final. Arkansas is the champ of 
the Heart of America in both 7’s and 15’s 
Merit Table Play. This year, Arkansas will 
represent our union in the National Play-
offs in both 7’s and 15’s. Good luck 
Razorbacks! 

# 13 Dylan Floyd catching ball against Baylor 

Some of the Jayhawks 7’s team (L-R) Matt Harmon, Joe Connor, Josh Shipman, 
Ryan Russell, Sam Tanner, Max Palmer, Shelby Politte, Brendan Nashbar, and 
David Buteyn 
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 On paper, the Jayhawks have an excellent 
roster for 7’s. However the techniques 
and game plans are different from 15’s. 
They had not focused as much training on 
the sport as some of the other clubs in 
their preparation for this tournament  
 

 Filler Game with the KC Blues 
In a filler game between the pool rounds 
and the finals rounds of the 7’s Tourna-
ment, the Kansas City Blues sent their 
Division 3 team to Lawrence to play a 
game of 15’s. The questionable weather 
and kick off time made for unsure rosters 
of who would show up. In an example 
of something that is great about the 
sport of rugby, the two squads agreed 
to comingle their rosters; so hybrid 
Blues-Jayhawk sides played a match 
with 20 minutes halves and open sub-
stitution. The whole thing got contagious 
and long retired prop Ed Russell bor-
rowed a mix of clothes from the sidelines 
and went into the game. Ed made a hard 
tackle from behind on a player who 
coughed up the ball. The ball was 
snatched up and was immediately run in 
for a score for Ed’s team. All the Old 
Boys on the sidelines gave Ed the verbal 
recognition the good play deserved. (Ed 
Russell is the father of freshman Jayhawk 
Ryan Russell and a former St. Louis 
Rambler teammate of Matt O’Donnell.) 
 

 April 25, 2015 – Jayhawks lost a 
close game at Wichita Barbari-
ans 22-15. 
The Jayhawks were up 5-0 at the half after 
a kick down field by #10 Danny Buteyn 
and a scoop-in score by the speedy #13 
Dylan Floyd from 50 meters out. The 

Barbarians threatened several times inside 
the 22 on the last play of the half, but a 
stingy KU defense finally took them into 
touch right at the try line.  Second half 
trys by #9 David Buteyn and #11 Sam 
Tanner. 
 

 May 5, 2015 – KC Rugby Club 
Defeated KU 33-20 
Jayhawks Don’t Have Answer for 
Welsh Kicker 
 
 KC Rugby Club’s impressive Welsh full-
back accounted for 18 of their 33 points 
with kicks. He made 3 conversion kicks 
and 4 penalty kicks including a 51 yard 
stunner. He was 100% on attempts. 
 
 Although the Jayhawks controlled the 
ball 80% of the first half with great rucks 
and phases, Kansas City managed a break-
away try between the posts at the 6th min-
ute. SCORE - KU 0 / Kansas City 7 
 
 A light rain began to fall in the 7th min-
ute. In the 14th minute, Jayhawks captain 
# 10 Dan Buteyn scored on a close run 
in the right corner after a series of rucks 
on Kansas City’s goal. # 12, Brendan 
Nachbar’s conversion attempt was wide. 
SCORE - KU 5 / Kansas City 7 
 
 In the 20th minute Dan Buteyn had a 
penetrating run 25 yards from Kansas 
City’s goal line. He placed a BEAUTI-
FUL, soft, pop-kick behind the defenders 

and over to the right sideline where KU’s 
#13, Dylan Floyd pulled it out of the air 
on a dead run to score in the right corner, 
Brendan Nachbar was again wide on the 
extra point attempt. SCORE - KU 10 / 
Kansas City 7 
 
 In the 25th minute, KU’s # 2 Ryan Rus-
sell picked off a Kansas City pass and was 
sprinting alone in open field for a sure try, 
but the play was called dead by the ref, for 
a KU infraction that had occurred mo-
ments earlier. (Rugby refs allow the game 
to flow a few seconds after a rule break-
age if the infraction benefits the offended 
team. It’s called the “advantage rule”. If 
the play ends up not benefiting the of-
fended team, the game is stopped and 
play is brought back to the point of the 
infraction.) In this case Kansas City was 
awarded a penalty kick and their Welsh 
magician added 3 points from 42 yards 
out from right side. SCORE - TIE 10 / 
10 
 
 In the closing seconds of the first half 
KU’s #12 Brendan Nachbar had a terri-
fic run through the Kansas City backfield 
which was followed by an absolutely bril-
liant soft pass over the heads of the Kan-
sas City defenders to his #11 Sam Tan-
ner who was running in support on the 
right sideline. Tanner got the try in the 
right corner. Nachbar’s conversion 
missed. Time ran out. SCORE - KU 15 / 
Kansas City 10 
 

Ed Russell  - Far prop on right  

# 11 Sam Tanner runs for his first try on KC Rugby Club 
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 In the 10th minute of the second half, 
Kansas City pounded the Jayhawks’ goal 
line with a series of rucks, using their big 
forwards. They finally scored right of the 
posts. Easy conversion was made. 
SCORE - KU 15 / Kansas City 17 
 
 In the 15th minute, KU’s # 11 Sam 
Tanner intercepted a Kansas City pass 
and was off for an easy try. However, the 
ref was in the process of playing out the 
“advantage rule” and stopped Tanner’s 
run.  Kansas City was award a penalty 
kick in the center of the field 20 yards 
out. SCORE - KU 15 / Kansas City 20 
 
 In the 18th minute, the Welshman was 
offered to go for posts again on a penalty 
kick 51 yards out.  Joe Kieltyka and I 
were up in stands and mumbled “we are 
dead”. SCORE - KU 15 / Kansas City 
23 
 
 In the 22nd minute, KU’s terrific 
combo of Nachbar and Tanner did a 
repeat of their first half score. This time 
Nachbar got rolling at midfield and fed a 
long pass to Tanner on the left sidelines. 
Tanner downed the ball in the left cor-
ner. Conversion wide. (This was getting 
to be a great game!) SCORE - KU 20 / 
Kansas City 23.  
 

 In the 30th minute, the visitor from 
Wales gave his team another 3 from 30 
yards out on a penalty kick. SCORE - 
KU 20 / Kansas City 26 
 
 In the 34th minute, Kansas City scored in 
the left corner off a line out. Conversion 
from left side line was a work of art. FI-
NAL SCORE - KU 20 / Kansas City 
33 
 
 Post script: The KU lineup is mostly 
freshman. This was a terrific perform-
ance by a young squad. 
Freshman Max Palmer was selected 
“Man of the match” by his teammates. 

 

 May 9, 2015 – Jayhawks hosted 
the Kansas High School Cham-
pionships at Westwick  

AND…  
The Jayhawks put on a show in 
front of a huge crowd of area 
high school players and fans 
with a 61-5 victory over UMKC. 
 
 A perfect day for rugby at Westwick. 
The threatened rain never materialized 
and the fields were in perfect shape with 
overcast skies and temperatures in the 
60’s 

The KJRFC hosted the Kansas State 
High School Championships for the 8th  
year in a row. Westwick is a great venue 
for rugby playing and watching. There 
were eight teams that competed and the 
rugby has gotten better every year.  The 
championship game was not as competi-
tive as everyone anticipated with Saint 
Thomas Aquinas crushing Shawnee 
Mission Northwest 36-12 to win their 
fifth straight championship.  The rugby 
skill level and field awareness was very 
good from both teams. With two games 
going at once, there was plenty of rugby 
to watch for everyone. This was a great 
recruiting opportunity for our club 
and we expect to see 6-8 players join 
us for next year as freshmen at KU. 

The college side finished their season 
with their best performance of the year 
with dominating play and scoring nine 
trys. They were able to convert eight of 
nine kicks after trys for a final of 61-5 
over UMKC.  We scored in the 5th min-
ute and never looked back, with the score 
at half 40-5. In the second half, we 
scored 21-nil.  UMKC was not as bad as 
the score indicated KU just played awe-
some.  The trys were all “team trys” with 
lots of fourth and fifth phase play leading 
to a try. (Great backline movements all 
the way to the wing that Steve Swalwell, 
Steve Lange, Roger Walter, and Joe 
Kieltyka would have been proud to 
watch.) The defense was crushing and it 
was hard for UMKC to cross the advan-
tage line. We dominated the lineout and 
held our own in the scrum. (Like every-
one else we played this season, we were 
outweighed by plenty, but our skills and 
fitness proved no match for the Kanga-
roos.) 

Although the game was definitely a team 
effort there were some great individual 
performances. Brendan Nachbar was 8 
for 9 in the kicking department with a lot 
of wide angle makes. His skill level and 
on-field awareness is the best on our 
team; it is nice to see him develop into a 
solid goal kicker. Dylan Floyd (Desoto 
junior) scored a “hat trick” by being in 
the right place at the right time and fin-
ishing with some high-end speed.  Grif-
fin Hastings scored 2 trys from his prop 
position, by moving around the field and 
taking advantage of his power and lever-
age. Well-deserved trys were scored by 
Matt Harmon (Chicago freshman and 

# 11 Sam Tanner runs for his second try on KC Rugby Club. 

Brendan Nachbar (on ground below ball) threw a long, skip pass. 
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next year’s Captain) Daniel Beucher, 
Danny Buteyn, and Sam Tanner.  

 

With three hundred people watching, 
it was a tremendous display of rugby 
skills and fitness. A great way to finish 
the season. We all look forward to next 
fall to continue this momentum. 

 
End of Season Banquet 
After closing out the season with a 61-5 
win over UMKC, the Jayhawks hosted 
their annual end of the season awards 
ceremony. This was by far the closest race 
we've had for any of these awards for a 
few years as there are so many young, 
deserving guys on this team. In the prior 
week, we passed around a ballot and the 
guys chose the following recipients for 
some very prestigious awards that have 
been passed around this club for years.  
 

(L-R) Freshman Matt Harmon win-
ning Rookie of the Year as well as Per-
sistent Perspirer which is given to the 
player who may not be the best athlete, or 
the fittest, but consistently gives it his all 
every time he's on the field.   
 

Freshman Max Palmer winning the 
Magnificent Masochist for being the 
fittest on the team as well as the Social 
Chair award given to the player who was 
the most social throughout the year.  
 

Senior brothers David Buteyn and 
Danny Buteyn for collectively win-
ning the highest honor in the Kernow 
Cup, which is given to the player/players 
who best exemplifies KJRFC: shows true 
love for his mates, willingness to work 
hard, and outstanding representation of 
the club on and off the pitch.  
 

Griffin Hastings winning the Out-
standing Tourist Award while on our 
latest tour to Ireland, as well as sharing 
the Persistent Perspirer award with 

Matt Harmon. Huge congratulations 
to these men and their contribution to the 
club this past season. We have a long list 
of guys who could have easily walked 
away with the same awards which gives 
you an idea of where this club is going. 
Huge thanks to all the family, friends and 
fans all over for supporting this club.**** 


