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•  MORE  5 0TH  ANNIVERSARY  PHOTOS  
 

•  SOME  TEAMS  HAVE  BEEN  “ SPEC IAL”   
 

•  JAYHAWKS  COMING  TO  KC  @  HOA  3 - 2 8 - 1 5  
 

•  THE  MU  GAME  -   1 9 7 5  &  2 0 1 5  
 

•  FOUND ING  MEMBERS  WR ITE  IN -  
G E O R G E  B UN T I N G  &  R ON  H I L L  
 

•  A  MOV IE  G I FT  FOR  THE  GOLF  COWBOY S  

Apri l ,  2015  

The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 50 year history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 
http://www.kurugby.org/  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 

OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  
 

Featured In the next Issue: Featured In the next Issue: Featured In the next Issue: Featured In the next Issue:     

• Ireland Tour Ireland Tour Ireland Tour Ireland Tour     

• Season wrap upSeason wrap upSeason wrap upSeason wrap up    

• Plans for next fallPlans for next fallPlans for next fallPlans for next fall    

If you are interested in  

financially supporting the club, 
charitable gifts can be made to:  
 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc. 

PO Box 1074 

Lawrence, KS, 66044 

 

We want more stories and photos from the past. 
 

Send material to pd4bicycles@aol.com before July 1, 2015.  Please provide 
your contact information. 

Coaches McCauley & Renfro conducting the pre-tour meeting 
before Ireland at Johnny’s Tavern in January. 

Literally months of advance work go into a tour. 
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KC Rugby Football 
Club is bringing back... 

 

The Heart of   
America  

Rugby Tournament 
 

 March 28 & 29, 2015 

-at- 

Heritage Park 

162nd & Pflumm 

Olathe, Kansas 

-------------------------- 

9 Pitches 

3 Lighted Pitches 

Concession Stands 

Facilities 

----------------- 

Men's Division 

College Division 

Women's Division 

High School Division 

In Jim Collins’ 2001 manage-
ment book Good To Great, 
he said the very first thing an 
organization needs to do is 
have “the right people on 
the bus”. Then you put them 
in the “right seats”. More 
talented people will want to 
get on the bus; NOT neces-
sarily because of where it’s 
going, but because of the 
other people on the bus. The 
talent on that bus can take 
that bus ANYWHERE.  
 
 The 50-year history of the 
KJRFC now spans 3 full 
generations of players. Over 
these years, we have had 
some “special teams”. 
Their stories have a common 
theme. First there are a core 
of committed players. Then 
they are joined by some new 
talent that pushes them to a 
new level. They have the 
right people on their bus, 
they are all in the right seats, 
and the club decides to ac-
complish great things. 
 

 The 2015 Jayhawks could 
be the start of a “special 
team”. This team is young 
and talented. Everything is 
starting to come together for 
them. They worked out hard 
all winter in an indoor train-
ing complex and then jetted 
off to play in Ireland. They 
are playing better every 
game. 
 
 Earlier this month, Joe 
Kieltyka, Steve Swalwell, 
and I traveled to Columbia, 
MO, to cover the Jayhawks’ 
Merit Table game against 
MU. MU has been the local 
union’s college champion for 
the past two years. A year 
ago, the Tigers rolled over 
the Jayhawks, scoring over 
60 points. This year, it was a 
competitive game. The Jay-
hawks club is little, but fast 
and tough. It’s loaded with 
freshmen with years of play-
ing experience from high 
school.  
 
  

This edition will give a 
nod to three earlier 
“special teams”: the 
founding era of 1964-1967, 
the 1974-75 club, and the 
1982-83 club. We also pro-
vide a link to a cash of 
photos from last October’s 
50-year anniversary reun-
ion. 
 
 At the time of writing this 
edition, the club is touring 
Ireland. This newsletter is 
coming out now, to en-
courage alumni and par-
ents around the Kansas 
City area to come to the 
Heart of America Tourna-
ment the weekend of 
March 28 to cheer on the 
Jayhawks. You are encour-
aged to get on Facebook and 
follow the “Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football 
Club”. It will give you de-
tails of upcoming events and 
results of matches along with 
photos.**** 
 
Steve Lange 

 Special Teams 
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 KJRFC Spring Schedule 2015 

    

Date Day Club College 

7-Mar Sat at MU at MU MT* 

        

14-Mar Sat 
Ireland 

Tour Ireland Tour 

        

21-Mar Sat 
Ireland 

Tour Ireland Tour 

        

28-Mar Sat HOA HOA 

        

4-Apr Sat at K-state 
at K-State 

MT* 

        

11-Apr Sat   at OSU MT* 

        

18-Apr Sat Blues DIII HOA Sevens 

        

25-Apr Sat at Wichita   

        

2-May Sat at KCRFC   

        

9-May Sat   UMKC 

      * Merit Table 
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Missouri  - 1975 
40 Years Ago  in March 1975, the Jay-

hawks followed their successful fall 1974 season 
with a run through the Big 8 Tournament in Co-
lumbia, where the Jayhawks unseated Missouri as 
champs. The 4 best teams in the Big 8 at that time 
were Kansas, Kansas State, Oklahoma, and Mis-
souri. The Jayhawks swept them all that spring and 
the only points allowed to these opponents was a 
single unconverted try by OU; the rest of the wins 
were shut outs. In a parallel to the current club’s 
possibilities, the team 40 years ago was made up 
of a core group of about 10 players who had 
played together for 18 months without much suc-
cess. Then they had a great recruiting effort in the 
fall of 1974 that brought in a whole second team 
of talent and two experienced players who trans-
ferred to KU (Bryan Hunter & Steve Swal-
well). Joe Kieltyka became our coach and we 
bought into his philosophy….It all clicked. It 
shows that in just one season, a college 
team can suddenly get really good. (See 
newsletter issue # 4 for more background on 
this era.)  
 
1975 players Joe Kieltyka, Steve Swalwell 
and I loaded into my car to go to the MU 
game March 6th, 2015 and along the way we 
stopped to find the old MU field. The current 
MU pitch is only a few hundred yards south 
of where we played 40 years ago. The old 
pitch is now the Red Cross headquarters and 
parking lot and is in the middle of an office 
park.  

(1975 Photos by Steve Lange’s father Bob 
Lange) 

The Impact of Rookies 

1st year players on this team:  

On left (headband), inside center Craig 
Oliphant, in middle front with mous-
tache, flanker Dan Bedora, and 3rd from 
right, wing Steve Francisconi.   
 

Steve Francisconi was 6’2” and 185 lbs 
with high-stepping fast speed. He was big 
enough to not get run over and fast 
enough to sprint for a try. 
 

Dan Bedora was one of the largest play-
ers at 6’2” & 225 lbs and was strongest on 
the team bar none. We had a play called 
“Bobby’s Ball”.  If awarded a penalty 
kick within 10 or 15 yards of the oppo-

nent’s goal, the forwards would bunch 
in a “V” 5 yards behind our scrum half. 
Bedora would be the point of that “V”. 
The forwards would start to run before 
the ball was toed. Bedora would get the 
ball & blast into the first opponent and 
turn into the rest of us, who hit him in 
stride.  - Bedora would score like a nail 
being hammered into a board. 
 

Craig Oliphant was the “Rookie of the 
Year”. He was a 19 year old freshman 
fraternity brother of Jon Mellon and 
Steve Francisconi. The prior year he had 
been a Texas All-State linebacker at a big 
HS in Houston. At 5’9” & 190 he elected 

to NOT continue playing football in col-
lege, even though he got scholarship offers 
that ironically included a recruiting visit to 
Missouri.  
 

Oliphant could tackle and make the side-
lines howl!!! 
 

We played him between veteran backs 
George Dalke and Roger Walter who 
commented he was the most easily 
coached player they had ever seen. His 
tough attitude was infectious and changed 
the whole persona of the club. I remember 
it was always Oliphant who scored in the 
tough games we lost.  **** 

“That was the nastiest field I ever played on in any sport. I kept 
thinking I was going to drown in the rucks.”  - Craig Oliphant 

(Commenting on playing on a very wet field with a temperature in the 30’s at MU in 1975) 
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March 6, 2015   

The Jayhawks lost a hard-fought match 
against MU 26-10. As a spectator at the 
game, I saw many hidden positives:  

- (1) The Jayhawks have a lot of new 

talent that just joined the club this spring 
season. This adds talent to the group of 
great young players that joined the club 
this past fall. Many of these new players 
have years of playing experience 
from HS. This club is like a box of 
electronic components. Eventually 
they will get assembled into some-
thing terrific.  

- (2) The Jayhawk lineup is still 

experimenting with position assign-
ments. Eventually that will gel and 
players will get adjusted to playing 
next to the same guys. The club will 
get into another gear when that 
lineup gets established. Right now, 
the starting spots on the club are 
wide open. This is a very fun time to 
play on a rugby club.  

- (3) The Jayhawks were very much 

"in this game". At the half it was 2 
tries to 1. The first 20 minutes was 
an impressive display of Jayhawk ball 
control. MU is probably the strong-
est college club in the area and Kan-
sas did a good job. What they lacked 
was the ability to zip the ball through 
their backfield. The Tiger backfield 
did a very good job on defense. 
They had Kansas stopped by the 
time the ball was to the centers. You 
have to give credit to MU. The MU 
commitment to stuff the Jayhawks 
running probably left MU vulnerable 
to something else, but Coaches 
Schwartz and McCauley will sort 
that out.  

- (4) There were some terrific indi-

vidual performances: # 10 Dan 
Buteyn was all over the field making 
try-saving tackles. He scored late in 
the 1st half. # 2 Ryan Russell fol-
lowed his dribbler kick into the MU 
goal that could have been a try, he 
caught KU’s kickoff in the 2nd half, 
and made a tackle on an up & under 

punt that was old-school terrific. # 
5 Shelby Politte had a great game 
in all phases (lineout-loose play 
etc). He scored the Jayhawks late 
try. - Great game you guys! –  
 

I also thank the parents that 
showed to cheer on the Jay-
hawks. Building a spectator 
base is important. **** 

Missouri  - 2015 
It all starts with a good ball to the wing. 

 

# 11 Sam Tanner starts it all happening as 
he gets around the outside and then cuts back 
against the grain. (Running in close support is 
# 2 Ryan Russell.) 

Tanner then gets tackled, the ball is won in a 
ruck, it goes across the field and comes back 
for a try by the team captain Dan Buteyn.  

(See more game photos on next page) 
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 Team Captain # 10 Dan Buteyn stretches for a try in 
the 1st half.. He was a defensive standout as well. 
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Second Row -  Shelby Politte 
Its fun to be in game when the big guys getting rolling. Shelby Politte 
had a good game against MU. He did well in the line outs (as expected), 
but was especially good in being all over the field supporting the team in 
loose play.  

 

He was rewarded for his hustle by scoring late in the game. 

 

ABOVE: Ryan Russell in bounds to Shelby Politte. 

 

NEXT PAGE: Shelby Politte scores a try. 

2015 Photos by former Jayhawk wing, Steve Swalwell. 
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Club Founder, George Bunting 
shared an email with us 3 months 
ago. He had just received an email 
from teammate Ron Hill 
(pictured above #12 in the club’s 
first uniforms  - old football team 
practice jerseys donated by the KU 
athletic department). Hill was the 
club’s first scrum half. Here he is 
at age 19 at his fraternity house. 

The email is to 1964-67 teammates 
Bunting and Bernie Hayen. 

 

 

Gentlemen-- 

I came across a reference this 
morning to the fact that George 
W. Bush graduated from Yale in 
1968. Since I graduated from col-
lege 1967, I started putting 2 and 2 
together ( I was always a whiz at 
math) and concluded his under-
graduate years and mine would 
have overlapped.  This triggered 
my memory of the famous photo-
graph of the future President 
punching out an opponent when 
he played rugby for Yale.  I quickly 
deduced that there is a very good 
chance we played against him 
when we played Yale in New Ha-

ven in the spring of 1966 (?).  So I 
went back and pulled up the pic-
ture and sure enough, it appears to 
be my old friend Bernie Hayen 
taking one for the team, right in 
the beezer, from the old Bones-
man himself, POTUS 43. Am I  
right? 

Best, 

Ron 
 
Editors Note: Spring Break 2016 
will be the 50th anniversary of the 
Jayhawks Ivy League Tour. Should 
the club plan a re-visit??? 
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More 50th Anniversary Photos From October 

Click the link, browse the photos by clicking 
on the left, right or center of each. Purchase 
photo by clicking the PURCHASE button at 
the bottom right of page. 
 
 http://www.daileyimages.com/hidden/KU-
Rugby/9/caption 
 
 Hopefully we can get enough buyers to break 
even. 
 
 thanks! 
 
 J A S O N  D A I L E Y  P H O T 

O   p:785.218.9904 
KANSAS CITY + MIDWEST 

DAILEYIMAGES.COM 

Jacques Fluker 

Jayhawk hooker from the early 1970’s. 

 

Mothers, rugby did not do this to Fluker’s beak.  

 

I was in a dorm with him as a freshman and his 
body was already pulverized from being a 155 
noseguard in high school football out in western 
Kansas. 

 

 The affable Jacques was always the center of a 
post-game party and he didn’t fail us at the 50th. 

 

Scotsman Jayhawk Ian Henry mentioned Fluker 
and his “hanger trick” in an article in the 12th edi-
tion of this newsletter.  
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A Tribute to the Golf  Cowboys 
Game Film of  Early 1980’s Club & College Side Games with 
the KC Blues 

Who are the “Cowboys”? – 
Paul Diedrich explains that in the mid-
1970’s the Jayhawks had a very good col-
lege side of players. As they graduated, 
many decided to continue playing for the 
Jayhawks as a club side team. Rick Renfro 
and Doug Hassig bought Johnny’s Tav-
ern which provided a social and employ-
ment hub to the team. More graduating 
college players stayed with the club side as 
the 1970’s became the 1980’s. They finally 
accumulated 15 years of former college 
players on their club side. The first wave 
called themselves “The Bucks”. They la-
beled the next wave of players “The Baby 
Bucks”. By the late 1980’s the new players 
were the “B-B-Baby Bucks”. In the 1990’s 
Louie Reiderer started organizing winter 
golf trips for this group. Louie was from 
Dodge City, so they called themselves 
“The Cowboys”. This is the biggest and 
closest group of Jayhawk alumni cohorts. 

They are the first to support the club as 
retired players, too. 
 

 About these game films. – The 
first game is the era’s club side. The sec-
ond game is the college side. That college 
side game includes some players who 
would become college All-Americans, 
such as Pete Knudsen.  
 

 Part Two opens with a slow-
motion sequence that is really 
good stuff. - Scrum half Jimmy 

Bartle gets clean ball from a scrum and 
feeds to fly half Rob Mason. Rob was a 
small, water-bug type of interior back that 
played well in a lot of big games. - Mason 
cuts back against the grain and runs up 
field. He has inside center Bill Boyle on 
his left in the open field. Mason starts to 
cut back to his right again, but reconsiders 

and throws a skip pass to outside center 
Roger Walter. Roger always had terrific 
technique as a passer who focused on set-
ting up his wing with an open field. - 
Watch as Roger runs to the Blues wing's 
inside just long enough to make the Blues 
player pause in commitment to cover Wal-
ter's move. Only after he sees the player 
pause does he pass to his wing Kenny 
Dunn. - Kenny then has an open field for 
try in left corner, but then he continues 
with his speed and moves to evade a cou-
ple of Blues in the goal area and ends with 
a walk-away try under the posts.- This is 
as good as it gets from all the backs 
involved. 

 

Find These YouTube files under these 
exact names (no spaces in name) or 
click on the links provided and your 
computer will take you to these films 
segments.**** 

 
 JayhawkRugbyCowboysvsBlues-PartOne 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=la8GV1k-aiE 
 
 JayhawkRugbyCowboysvsBlues-PartTwo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYrxUUNoNQ0 
 
 JayhawkRugbyCowboysvsBlues-PartThree 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gGUhYtU1z68 
 
 JayhawkRugbyCowboysvsBlues-PartFour 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6XGycgtk-g 


