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SPRING SEASON 
W I LL  THE  JAYHAWKS  MAKE  THE  

NAT IONAL  PLAYOFFS ?  

February,  2016  

The Old Boy Quarterly 

is targeted to the alumni 
rugby players of the Kansas 
Jayhawks Rugby Football 
Club.  

 

These issues chronicle 
both interesting parts of 
the club’s 50 year history 
and inform the readers 
about the club’s current 
status & future plans. 
 

It is meant to supplement 
and not replace the informa-
tion on the club’s website 

JayhawkRugby.com  
 

The club also has actively 
managed information on 
Facebook. (Kansas Jay-
hawks Rugby Football Club) 

 

We are seeking to expand 
this publication’s distribution. 
If you are aware of KJRFC 
alumni who would like to be 
added to the distribution, 
please forward this e-mailed 
newsletter to them. 

 
OLD  BOY  QUARTERLY  
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KU Rugby’sKU Rugby’sKU Rugby’sKU Rugby’s    

3 Generation3 Generation3 Generation3 Generation    

Family:Family:Family:Family:    

TheTheTheThe    
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If you are interested in  

financially supporting the club, 
charitable gifts can be made to:  
 

The Kansas Rugby  

Foundation, Inc. 

PO Box 1074 

Lawrence, KS, 66044 

 

We want more stories and photos from the past. 
 

Send material to pd4bicycles@aol.com before 
June 1, 2016.  Please provide your contact infor-
mation. 
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KJRFC SPRING 2016 Schedule 
Date Day CLUB COLLEGE Location 

20-Feb Sat   at Washburn Topeka, KS 

          

27-Feb Sat   Norman 7's Norman,OK 

          

5-Mar Sat   

MU  

(merit  table) Lawrence KS 

          

12-Mar Sat   Spring Break   

          

19-Mar Sat   Spring Break   

          

26-Mar Sat   

K-State 

(merit table) Lawrence, KS 

          

2-Apr Sat   
at Nebraska  
(merit table) Lincoln, NE 

          

9-Apr Sat   HOA 15's KC 

          

16-Apr Sat Topeka  HOA 7's Lawrence, KS 

          

23-Apr Sat   TBD TBD 

          

30-Apr Sat   Wichita Lawrence, KS 

          

7-May Sat HS Tourney KC United Lawrence, KS 

Game times determined in week before match. Most are noon. 
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Dire
ctio

n Of  The Club 

Players 
• Player count is excellent.  

• Team is made up of  mostly fresh-
men and sophomores, so will be in 
place for several years. 

• The work ethic is great. They show 
for practice. They lift weights and 
run in free time. 

• The players stayed fit over the winter 
in the rented indoor facilities. 

• Study Abroad program is getting 
close on attracting a high-caliber 
player from England. 

Funding 
• We are working with US Bank in 
Lawrence on procedures for alumni 
who want to make monthly gifts. 

• Also working on getting credit card 
donation links on the club’s social 
media. 

• The club’s games are charging a mod-
est entry fee at Westwick.  

• KU is providing funding as a club 
sport in good standing. 

• Alumni are assisting in covering the 
shortfall in the budget. THANK 
YOU! 

Facilities 
• We wanted to build basic structures 
over the winter, but ran into trouble 
on a building permit. 

• Westwick operates under a Condi-
tional Use Permit (CUP). The re-
strictions are onerous and were es-
tablished before the pitch was devel-
oped.  - We are appealing the CUP. 

• We need a place to change into uni-
forms, a hut for the trainer to work 
on the players and improved toilet 
facilities. 

Publicity 
• Check out JayhawkRugby.com. It’s 
our new website. Its content will stay 
fresh. 

• The club’s Facebook page is updated 
weekly and includes a full summary 
of  games so parents of  players, 
alumni, and interest player candidates 
can follow the Jayhawks. 

• The club is doing community volun-
teering. 

• University Daily Kansan remains in-
terested in the club. 
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 Student Abroad Update 
 Conor Taft 
 Director of  Foreign Exchange Students 
 Kansas Jayhawks Rugby Football Club 

Wynaad Pienaar (South Africa) 
 
Colin McMillian (Scotland) 
 
Ian Henry (Scotland) 
 
Allen Chapman (England) 
 
Dominic Barnao(New Zealand) 
 
 What do these names have in 
common?  
 
 They were all high-quality foreign 
players for The University of Kan-
sas in its first 20-years (1964-1984). 
Those of you who were lucky 
enough to have played with any of 
them, remember they totally 
changed your team. They also fun-
damentally changed KU rugby 
long after their departure. The 
skills and tactics they taught their 
fellow players were then mentored 
to subsequent years of players.  
 
 As we’ve discussed over the past 
few months, the KJRFC has been 
working to establish its Rugby 
Exchange Program.  Due to the 
international nature of the game, 
the club has been very fortunate to 
field some talented players from 
other countries in past years. These 
players have come from places like 
Scotland, South Africa, New Zea-
land and England, among others, 
and have made a monumental im-
pact on the club. We could culti-

vate the frequency of these players 
coming to KU. The KU Study 
Abroad Program paired with the 
rugby club’s efforts could be a tre-
mendous catalyst for elevating the 
club’s performance on the field for 
years to come.  

 

Beginning in June 2015, we con-
tacted rugby clubs from over a 
dozen universities who participate 
in direct Study Abroad exchange 
with The University of Kansas. 
The plan is to trigger interest from 
talented players who want to study 
and play rugby here in the states. 
By collaborating with the KU Of-
fice of Study Abroad, the club will 
focus specifically on lodging and 
rugby-related matters, while the 
school handles the enrollment part 
of the program. We found corre-
spondence to be exciting yet chal-
lenging, receiving a few responses 
from interested clubs, but not 
many serious inquiries into the 
program.  

 

Hoping to improve the recep-
tion, we followed up with sev-
eral clubs, contacting the play-
ers directly. In September, we 
finally received a response 
from the 1st side captain of a 
very prominent English uni-
versity club. Immediately, 
this player expressed enthu-
siasm at the possibility of 

coming to Kansas to continue 
his studies and play rugby next 
fall (2016). As we work to con-
clude this player’s plans, we are 
also pursuing a second player of 
his caliber from somewhere else in 
the world to pair with him. 

 

Why is this important now? - 
The current college side has a ros-
ter loaded with great athletes who 
also have years of playing experi-
ence from high school. Inserting a 
player or two of the likes of some 
of our past greats would have a 
phenomenal impact. 

 

Would YOU like to help finan-
cially support the subsidy of this 
program? Any interested alumni 
should contact the newsletter to 
learn more. ctaft@ku.edu  

**** 

????    

Future Jayhawk? 
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Story # 1 
Ryan Harriman is 6’3”, 195 lbs., 
and quick as a deer. He moves to the ball 
exceptionally well in the flow of a game. 
He off-loads a pass the right way, at the 
right time, to set up a teammate for a good 
run with the ball. It’s no wonder he made 

the Florida all-state team in HS. This 
past fall, GoffRugbyRe-
port.com included Ryan on 
its list of  the top 135 college 
rugby players in the nation. 
(Sharing the same recognition with his 
Jayhawks freshman teammate AJ La-
Rocca.) Only a total of 3 players made 
that list from the Heart of America Union. 
KU had 2 of the 3. 
 
 Athletics runs in Ryan’s family. He has a 
younger brother Tyler who is in advanced 
gymnastics training with realistic aspira-
tions to make the 2020 USA Olympic 
Team. 
 
 Ryan’s family moved to Miami, Florida 
from Arkansas when he was 12 years old. 
He ended up going to a class 8A mega 
high school that has a dominant sports 
program. He started playing rugby at age 
15 for a club called the Key Biscayne 
Rugby Rats, playing with his best friend 
Jack Moore. Ryan said that the area had a 
big community of ex-pat Argentinians 
who loved rugby and their children made 
up most of the membership of the rugby 
club. By Ryan’s junior year, the roster of 
the club grew and the players took the 
club into competitive league play against 
other high schools in southern Florida.  
 

Ryan Harriman 
 KU's Freshman All-Star 2nd Row/Lock 
 Two Stories: 
 # 1 – Florida all-star high school player is now a Jayhawk 
 # 2 – How alumni & social media can help recruit 
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 Ryan said his friend Jack was probably 
the best high school inside center in Flor-
ida. Jack was on the All-Florida high 
school team the “Florida Juice”. (Jack 
now plays for Florida International Uni-
versity, who this year qualified for the 
national playoffs.) Their HS coach en-
couraged Ryan to accompany Jack to 
Okeechobee for a try-out practice for the 
“Florida Juice”. It was originally intended 
that Ryan would be on an opposition side 
to the all-state players. However, some of 
the all-state selections didn’t show up, 
giving Ryan an opportunity to rotate into 
the starting side. His play impressed the 
coaches and Ryan made the all-star lineup. 

Ryan was only 180 lbs. in 
high school and made the 
team playing #8 in tryouts. 
In games representing Flor-
ida he played 2nd row/lock, 
but also some flanker be-
cause of his speed. He ex-
celled as a jumper in line-
outs. 
 
 In his senior year, Ryan 
represented Florida in 
matches against other state 
all-star teams. In one tour-
nament, the Florida Juice 
advanced past New York 
and Indiana, all the way to 
the finals, losing the title 
game against Virginia. 
 

 Deciding on Kansas 
“Although I was consider-
ing several options on col-
lege, everything seemed to 
fall in place about coming to 
Kansas. My dad went to 
school here. I wanted an 
engineering degree and 
KU ’ s  A r c h i t e c t u r a l -
Engineering School is na-
tionally ranked in the top 
10. I made a campus visit 
and it was all over. I also 
knew I didn’t want to give 
up rugby. I had been fol-
lowing the club’s Facebook 
page. A year ago, I made a 
post about trying out for the 
Jayhawks and got an imme-
diate response. So on my 2nd 
day of class, I was at prac-
tice with the Jayhawks rugby 

club. It’s been a great release and helps 
me with my school.” 
 

 Fall 2015 Season 
The fall season was terrific on the field 
and the player chemistry was excellent. 
The Jayhawk’s prior year’s starting 2nd 
row/locks had been graduating seniors 
and his arrival filled a void on the club’s 
roster. His ability to control the ball as a 
jumper in a lineout has been especially 
important for the club’s success.  
 
 His first game was against the incumbent 
Division 3 National Club Champions, the 
Wichita Barbarians, in Wichita. The Wich-
ita players were much bigger. It was a 

really exciting game that the Jayhawks 
won right at the end. 
 
 His favorite weekend was beating Okla-
homa State in Merit Table and then im-
mediately playing all the way through the 
Red Dirt Rugby Tournament in Stillwater, 
OK. They beat the Tulsa Rugby Club in 
the final game. The guys on the Tulsa 
club were older and intentionally played a 
rough game. Beating them was great re-
venge. The photo of the Jayhawks holding 
that tournament’s trophy is what you see 
when you go to the club’s Facebook page. 
 
 He had hoped that the Jayhawks could go 
undefeated, but some nagging, minor 
injuries thinned the ranks of the club by 
the end of the season. That led to losses 
in close games to Oklahoma and Arkan-
sas at the season’s conclusion. Ryan noted 
that the club’s early season rotation of 
players as game-starters paid off with ex-
perienced roster depth at the end of the 
season.  
 
 He said playing with this group of for-
wards has been fun. Jeff Schuman is 
their big freshman prop and is very good. 
Sophomore Matt Harmon has been a 
great leader at captain. Junior Daniel 
Buecher played in some games at #8 and 
did a great job setting up Ryan with a goal 
line pass for Ryan’s first try as a Jayhawk. 
He also noted freshman AJ LaRocca is 
terrific. He was hobbled by a quadriceps 
injury, but is really fast. 
 

 Looking Ahead  
The club’s freshmen and sophomores 
make up the greatest portion of the team. 
They have the best attendance record at 
practice. Ryan thinks that this club will 
just get better and better. Ryan is a Phi 
Gamma Delta and has encouraged his 
fraternity brothers to play rugby. 
 
 Ryan is worked out with the team over 
the winter at the club’s indoor training 
facility. He’s also lifting weights to be-
come a stronger, heavier player. He’s 
looking forward to the spring’s Merit Ta-
ble Matches @ Westwick versus Kansas 
State and Missouri. – Alumni should try 
to attend those matches to support 
Ryan and his club. This is some good 
rugby to watch. 
 

Ryan Harriman 
Versus Arkansas last fall 

Jumping boost from  

Jeff Schuman (L) Matt Harmon (R) 
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Story # 2  
Jeanette Harriman works in UMB 
Bank’s Financial Services Department in 
Kansas City (35 miles east of KU). I had a 
meeting with her back in September 
2014. The discussion drifted to my activi-
ties and interests. I said that I once played 
rugby at KU and the club was about to 
celebrate its 50th anniversary. 
  

Jeanette said “I have a nephew in 
Florida who plays rugby in high 
school…I understand he’s a 
really good player.” I asked if he 
would consider coming to KU. She said 
he was considering college at KU since 
his father Sean had gone to KU and be-
cause of its Engineering School. The 
nephew was Ryan Harriman. Jeanette 
gave me her nephew’s email address and I 
wrote to him: 
 

 September 19, 2014 
 
 Ryan, 
 
 My name is Steve Lange and I am a 
(happy) bank customer of your aunt, 
Jeanette in Kansas City. 
 
 I understand you are a high school 
rugby player in Florida and are consider-
ing going to Kansas University in Law-
rence next fall and would like to con-
tinue to play rugby. 
 
 I played rugby at KU in the 1970's 
and I write a newsletter for that 50-year 
old club.  
 
 I am going to add your email address to 
our quarterly newsletter and you will get 
a copy of it via email in a few minutes. 
The most recent edition has an article 
about Cody Weber and Sean 
Rothwell, which I ask you to read. In 
it, they explain to a high school player 
like yourself, why KU is the ideal place 
to continue the great sport. 
 
 Far from being a "distraction" from 

school, most former players look back at 

KU and agree that playing rugby 

"enhanced" the whole experience.  

The club is linked to the university as an 

official club sport, in good standing. 

There is a faculty adviser to assist you in 

direction with school. 

The club is in fact something of a frater-

nity, so you will make life-long friends 

who will be an asset as you complete your 

studies and later in life. 

The club is a good one. You will play a 

schedule of games against universities 

within our region. 

The club owns its own field complex. 

Our great coaches have completed coach 

training sanctioned by USA Rugby. 

The club goes on an international tour 
every other year. It will be Ireland in 
spring 2015. It was South Africa in 
2013. The club is very "connected" in 
the world rugby community. These tours 
are well planned and are a lifetime high-
light for those who go and play. 

The club has a Facebook page 
"Kansas Jayhawks Rugby Foot-
ball Club", which I urge you to "like" 
and follow. It will tell you about practices 
and news on games as the season goes 
along. 
 
 I am copying this email to some people 
who are involved in the day-to-day man-
agement of the club (college club presi-
dent, college club captain and coaches). 
Please contact them if you have any 
questions now and especially as next fall 
approaches. 
 
 Steve Lange 

 
 So a few months later, I was delighted 
to see this activity on the club’s Face-
book page: 

 
 May 22, 2015 post by Ryan Harriman 
to the club’s Facebook: 

 
“Hi, I’m attending KU next year and I 
was wondering if I could try out for the 
team? I live in Miami, Florida and play 
for a local club and was selected for the 
HS all-state team for Florida. I would 
love to continue playing so let me know if 
there is anything I can do!” 

 
 45 minutes later, the club’s response 
from the Jayhawks’ CEO Griff Hastings: 

 
“Hey Ryan thanks for getting ahold of 
us! My name is Griff Hastings and I 
play prop here for the club side. There is 
no try out required so you can actually 
just start coming out when we start 
training in August. You picked a great 
time to come aboard as we have a team 
full of very talented freshman and I 
believe we will be competing as a na-
tional level very soon. I will add you to 
our list to receive important info regard-
ing the club. If you have any more ques-
tions I’d be happy to answer them. We 
look forward to having you out! Griff 
Hastings.” 

 
 This began a dialogue over the next 
months between Ryan and the club. 
 
 As YOU do business, you may hear 
about a good HS player who might 
consider KU. Getting that player 
hooked into the club’s social media 
increases the odds that they will come 
to KU and continue to play rugby.**** 

 

#4 Ryan Harriman sheds a tackler on way to the goal line. 
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Graduate school student and 
Jayhawk rugby alumni Luke 
Charles Campillo learned 
the United Way of  Douglas 
County needed 7 guys on 
Wednesday afternoon Febru-
ary 17 to help set up the 
room for an event.  
 
It was their annual meet-
ing/dinner being held at 
Maceli’s in downtown Law-
rence. The guys would be 
needed to set up for the din-
ner and serve the meal.  
 
 Here is the response the day 
after the event: 
**** 

Jayhawk Rugby Players Volunteer for United Way 

 
From:Shelly Hornbaker  
Subject: Volunteers for Wednesday 
Date:February 18, 2016 at 9:11:28 AM CST 
To:"Campillo, Luke Charles"  
 
 Luke, 
 
I want to thank your team of  volunteers who assisted with 
our Annual Meeting/Dinner last night.  It is one of  the 
few times that a group of  volunteers all showed up 
on time and contributed significantly to our event.  
 
 The 7 young men who helped us were awesome 
workers.  I hope they enjoyed their time working at 
the event.  
 
 Please let me know if  you need documented verification 
of  the volunteer hours completed.  I am happy to provide 
documentation.  You should find photos of  the event in-
cluding some shots of  your teammates on our Facebook 
page in the next few days.  I know that your team changes 
players each year, however, I would love to stay in contact 
with your group as we need a large group of  volunteers 
each year to assist with our event. 
 
Please let me know how I can be of  further assistance 
with your volunteer efforts. 
 
Thanks again! 
 
Shelly Hornbaker 
United Way Roger Hill Volunteer Center 
Lawrence, Ks  66046 
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Although the Washburn team 
had players with great size and 
speed, unfortunately they only 
had 8 available for the game. 
The Jayhawks spotted them 
enough players to make it 14 
players a side. They agreed to a 
scrimmage with 4 long quarters, 
with the Jayhawks swapping 
players between sides at those 
quarter breaks. The game was a 
sunny 71 degrees with little 
wind. It was a beautiful day for 
a game. Because this was a 
scrimmage, I’ll leave out the 
minute mark in scoring. 
 
 *The Jayhawks freshman wing 
COLE TRIPP fielded a kick 
way out on the wide side of the 
field and sprinted down the 
right side line and scored in the 
center. Fly half BENDAN 
NACHBAR made the conver-
sion kick. (Note there were 
goal posts at only one end of 
the pitch, which made the 
team scoring in one direction 
wait until the ball was moved 
to the far end for an attempt.) 
 
 *The Jayhawks # 8 sophomore 
MAX PALMER started a 
break through players and fed to 
hooker JOSH SHIPMAN who 
then fed freshman lock RYAN 
HARRIMAN, who galloped 
from mid field to the goal line, 
then fed fellow freshman lock 
TANNER SHIMEK for a try.  
(Note it’s a high point when 
you see the forwards with this 

kind of speed sharing the ball 
like this.) 
 
 *Jayhawks scrum half sopho-
more JOE CONNOR caught a 
penalty kick 40 meters out and 
ran through players down to the 
goal line, where he fed to the 
big prop, freshman JEFF 
SCHUMAN who scored a try. 
 
 *Jayhawks lock freshman 
RYAN HARRIMAN got a 
loose ball from a lineout and ran 
from mid field to the goal line. 
He was caught and a fast ruck 
fed to sophomore MATT 
HARMON who scored in the 
left corner. 
 
 *Jayhawks flanker freshman 
CAMRON REX ran a ball 
from mid field to the goal line, 
where he fed to junior fly half 
BRENDAN NACHBAR who 
scored a try. 
 
 *Jayhawks inside center SAM 
TANNER punted from mid 
field. The ball took an odd 
bounce on the goal line. SAM 
TANNER downed his own 
kick in goal for a try. (Note – 
fielding your own deeply-
kicked ball should have some 
sort of special term.) 
 
 *Jayhawks sophomore MAX 
PALMER was now playing 
outside center for Topeka. He 
was fed a pass on the left side-
line at mid field and ran through 

two attempted tackles on his 
way to a long run for a try. 
PALMER looks a muscular 10 
pounds heavier than last season. 
 
 *Jayhawks sophomore MATT 
HARMON playing hooker for 
Topeka sprinted to the goal line 
and fed Topeka’s wing RYAN 
COKELEY who dove in for a 
try in the left corner. (Topeka’s 
only score.) 
 
 * J a y h awk s  BRENDAN 
NACHBAR playing fly half for 
Topeka punted a high kick from 
mid field to near the left side-
line. The ball took an odd 
bounce, Jayhawk junior DY-
LAN FLOYD outran the field 
and collected the ball for a run 
for a try. (Note FLOYD is in 
great shape and was running 
in a gear above others most 
of the day.) 
 
 *The Jayhawks kicked off to 
Topeka. The Jayhawks DYLAN 
FLOYD playing for Topeka 
busted down the left sideline, 
broke an ankle tackle and ran a 
good 70 meters. He fed the ball 
back inside to BRENDAN 
NACHBAR who trailed him 
on the run and who finished off 
the run for try. **** 
 

 Topeka Scrimmage 2-20-16 

 

Photos on next pages 
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Collision of  the Day 
KU sophomore captain Matt Harmon, playing for Topeka, runs with ball. 

KU’s big freshman loose head prop Jeff  Schuman readies to give him a hard tackle. 
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KU senior outside center Dylan Floyd playing for Topeka. 

In pursuit KU sophomore scrum half  Joe Connor. 

 

Floyd showed up extremely fit and had an extra-fast gear all day. 

 

Joe Connor plays a consistently good defensive game.  

He’s also the college team president. 
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Freshman prop Jeff  Schuman breaks tackles. 
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Sophomore Sam Tanner readies to punt to the Topeka goal line. 

Tanner then downed his own punt for a try. 


