
		 War should never exist in the first place but sometimes the 
only way to achieve freedom is to have the courage and 
sacrifice to fight for it.  I still remember the 911 attacks, the 
day that brought pain to our country and most of all to the 
families and friends who have lost their lives.  Since then, the 
idea of becoming a soldier had brought my mind. By the end of 
2009, I became a soldier that I always wanted to be and had to 
opportunity to join one of the elite units in the United States 
Army, The 82nd Airborne Infantry Division. In the summer of 
2012, I finally got deployed to RC East Afghanistan one of the 
most dangerous areas of the region because of high 
concentration of Taliban and Al-Qaeda groups.                                                                                                                       

Since the first day of our arrival, we got attack so we 
fought back just to stay alive.   Those soldiers, my friends, my 
brothers stick together 24/7 but unfortunately, the morning of 
Sept 10 2012, we got ambushed and they took CPL. Matthews life, 
we were patrolling five feet away from each other.  Since then, 
my life changed but I never knew it until I came back home.   

I got diagnosed with PTSD, Major Depression and Severe 
Anxiety and in another unfortunate event I had left knee 
replacement and TBI that resulted from one of our airborne 
training operations.  I struggle everyday of my life in the last 
3 years and even tried to commit suicide a few times.  Feeling 
lost and in pain physically and mentally.   

Because of all my issues, the Army had to let me go in 
2014.  With all the traumatic experience happened to me I am 
still seeking therapy from the VA and one of my doctors 
suggested me to consider having an emotional support dog.  I 
honestly loved the idea because I am a dog lover.  But the VA 
has strict regulations of having an emotional support dog and 
their guidelines are not possible for me to adhere.  I told them 
that I already got a puppy German shepherd given to me by my 
wife a few months back.  And so they suggested me to call 
Susie Aga of Atlanta Dog Trainer and through her program 
“Elijah’s Dream”, she made it happen.  I am very excited and 
pleased that for the past 2 months of training “Xavier” it felt 
like my dream of having a support dog is coming true.   

Every session is worth and my dog is learning a lot that 
would eventually help me when I needed him the most.  I 
wanted to thank Susie Aga for her compassionate and kind 
heart for supporting wounded Veteran like me, together with 
her awesome trainers and finally, I want to thank every person 
who supports wounded soldiers and their families. 

 
-Edward Monge 


