
Spotlight: Ruth Willis 
 

“I love all aspects of theater -- it's my bliss." 
 
Ruth Willis, Charlevoix Circle of Arts Director of Performing Arts, is a lifetime 
summer resident of Charlevoix who has spent winter months in Pittsburgh. In 2006, 
the Pittsburgh City Council named December 10, "Ruth Willis Day" in recognition of 
her work in Theater Arts. Willis was the Founder and Artistic Director of Open Stage 
Theater in Pittsburgh, has won multiple awards for acting, directing and set design. 
Over the years, she has directed over 100 major productions in five metropolitan 
areas, including Houston, Phoenix, and Pittsburgh. 
 
From an interview in the Pittsburgh Post Gazette in 2006, Ruth describes her 
journey, "must have begun in the womb," she says. Her memories don't go back 
quite that far, but they do go back to “my first casting director,” her kindergarten 
teacher in Toledo, who chose her to play both the queen and the witch in a musical 
Snow White. She remembers how the dwarves chased her into the cloakroom "and I 
met my demise among the boots." 
 
Ruth has been continuously active in all phases of theater since the age of 5. She has 
served on four theater boards, as well as being honored with Pittsburgh’s New 
Works Festival Lifetime Achievement Award. In 2013, Ruth introduced the 
Armchair Theatre Program to the Charlevoix Circle of Arts, with programming that 
received rave reviews during their inaugural season including Edgar Lee Masters’, 
Spoon River Anthology.  
 
The first Armchair Theatre production cast stage and professional actor David 
Crawford in a performance of Poe’s Last Night, held at Castle Farms. After that 
production, performances were moved to the Charlevoix Circle of Arts at 109 
Clinton Street, where audiences enjoy play, prose and music under the direction of 
Ruth Willis from a cozy armchair, hence the name. 
 
The goal of the Armchair Theatre is to increase your enjoyment and understanding 
of theatre arts. For those who delight in words written, spoken, acted and sung, the 
Armchair Theatre presents offerings to suite many moods. Selections are made to 
inspire thinking, feeling, laughing, seeing, hearing and speaking more intimately. 
The atmosphere is informal but presentations are often provocative and 
sophisticated. 
 
Board member and active participant in the Armchair Theatre, Cindy Boss notes: 
“The Charlevoix Circle of Arts and our community can benefit from Ruth Willis’ gifts 
as an accomplished professional actor, director, producer, teacher and mentor, as 
she develops Armchair Theatre. She brings us an opportunity that is usually only 
offered in urban areas.” 
 



The Armchair Theatre produces plays on Sundays throughout the year at the 
Charlevoix Circle of Arts. On Friday May 13 from 4-7 pm and Sunday May 15 from 1-
7 pm, open auditions for actors (age 13 and older) for the upcoming season will be 
held. All interested in acting, directing, performing as a musician, vocalist, dancer or 
helping with stage management, technical support, set-up, hospitality or promotion 
are encouraged to contact the Charlevoix Circle of Arts. 
 
On Sunday June 31st at 6 pm, the Armchair Theatre will present, “Under Milkwood” 
written by Dylan Thomas. Audiences will be transposed by this melodious language 
of the people living in this small Welsh town, under the direction of Sandy Miles. 
 
For more information, please contact the Charlevoix Circle of Arts at 109 Clinton 
Street, one block off of Bridge Street, or call (231) 547-3554. 
 
 


