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July 21, 2016 

 

Mr. Thomas Leet  

Comprehensive Health Planner II 

MaineCare Services 

242 State St., 11 State House Station 

Augusta, Maine 04333-0011 

 

RE: Proposed Rule: MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapters II and III, Section 65, Behavioral Health Services 

 

Dear Mr. Leet: 

 

On behalf of the Maine Academy of Family Physicians (MAFP), we are writing in response to the request 

for comments on the Proposed Rule: MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapters II and III, Section 65, Behavioral 

Health Services.  In addition to the comments submitted by the American Academy of Family Physicians 

(AAFP) on behalf of the American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) and the Northern New England 

Society of Addiction Medicine (NNESAM), we would like to add these additional comments and concerns. 

 

The board of the MAFP wishes to register our strongest concerns regarding the proposed rule changes in 

DHHS policy concerning “Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT)” and object that the requirement that the 

provider office be open for 6 days with the addition of requiring extra administrative forms represent a not-

well-veiled attempt to close all offices providing these needed services,  Physicians have a sworn obligation 

to act in good faith to serve the needs of their patients regardless of their diagnosis and to read these chilling 

proposals is to question whether the State is intending to interfere with our duty to provide expert, non-

judgmental care for our patients.  

 

In closing, we want to respectfully remind all involved that we are now confronted with a true public health 

crisis in Maine surrounding opiate abuse, and access to Medication-Assisted Treatment is already very 

limited.  We are gravely disappointed that these regulations have been proposed by the State, as they can 

only worsen access to care.  We fully expect that if they were to be approved they could only worsen this 

serious problem.  Should you have any questions or need additional clarification, please do not hesitate to 

contact the undersigned Executive Committee of the MAFP.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

William Sturrock MD, FAAFP    Patrick Connolly MD 

President      Vice President/President Elect 

 

Lisa Marraché MD     Judith Chamberlain MD, FAAFP 

Immediate Past President    Treasurer 


