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To:

It's Coming Down!     
Dear Friends:
 

The Confederate battle flag at the South Carolina Statehouse will be 
pulled down Friday morning after the House of Representatives joined 
the Senate in voting to remove it. The final House vote came in the 
wee hours of the morning during a marathon, fifteen hour debate. 
Taking down the flag that has flown at the Statehouse for five decades 
was forced on the legislature as a priority after the Charleston church 
massacre.
 
Emotions Run High

 
For three weeks I have carefully listened to the constituents. I received several thousand emails, many 
phone calls and had numerous personal discussions. On one side were those who wanted the battle 
flag brought down immediately because they believe it is an offensive sign of racism and a celebration 
of slavery. Many others are rightfully proud of their Southern heritage. They desire to honor their 
ancestors. They don't see the battle flag as a racist symbol. They see it as part of a monument 
dedicated to soldiers who lost their lives in defense of South Carolina and their beliefs in that time. For 
them it's simply a symbol of respect and remembrance. A majority of Americans agree. A CNN 
pollshows that 57% of Americans see the battle flag as a symbol of Southern pride rather than a 
symbol of racism.
 
Regardless, both sides have strong arguments because their beliefs are personal and based on 
what's in their heart. I respect that.
 
What I heard from the constituents I serve in my rural Aiken County House District was clear. By a 
very large margin they wanted their heritage respected and the flag to remain. In one of my statements 
during House debate I reminded legislators they have no special knowledge on this topic. Because it is 
a cultural, personal issue, as opposed to a complex taxing or similar issue, everyone, legislators and 
citizens, has the same basis to make a decision. That's why I advanced an amendment to allow voters 
statewide to decide the flag controversy in an advisory referendum.
 
Crisis Fueled by Media & Political Agendas
 
Obama's former Chief of Staff, Rahm Emanuel, once said,"Never let a serious crisis go to waste." That 
was certainly the case with the Charleston shootings. With knee-jerk reactions, many politicians called 
for removal of the flag. I sought the correct legislative process where we would take testimony in 
committee and hear from many on the breadth and depth of the issue. That was not be; haste was the 
driving factor.
 
It was also a story perfectly scripted for media. The national press pounced on South Carolina. They 
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It was also a story perfectly scripted for media. The national press pounced on South Carolina. They 
were surely disappointed when they found no riots, just prayerful and mourning citizens. Editorialists, 
including the Aiken Standard, pounded home their agenda to bring the flag down. They are entitled to 
their opinion, but what I hear from constituents far outweighs a few editors.
 
Compromises Rejected
 

Throughout the House debate, I was part of a team of Republican legislators who 
sought compromise.  We acknowledged the movement to bring down the battle flag 
had significant political momentum and would likely have the votes to carry the day. 
We sought alternatives that would respect the hundreds of thousands of South 
Carolinians who hold dearly their ancestral history and continue to honor the 

soldiers who lost their lives in that War Between the States. We offered many alternatives to replace 
the battle flag with other Civil War era flags that were not tainted and co-opted by hate groups. In a last 
ditch effort we offered the beautiful South Carolina state flag that was actually our state's national flag 
that flew for the two months after succession. With the Rev. Jesse Jackson watching our proceedings 
from the House gallery, even it was rejected!
 
Erasing History
 
The goal of many is to not only to bring down the battle flag but to make certain the flag pole is 
removed. Why is that so important? It opens the door to further steps to erase history which some 
label cultural genocide. While it is denied now, I assure you there will be further efforts to take down 
flags, monuments and change the names of buildings that in today's 'politically correct' world are 
judged to be racist and offensive.
 
Charleston wasn't about a flag; it was about hate and evil. It was about an individual's malignant heart. 
Removing the battle flag from the Confederate Soldiers' monument won't solve that problem. 
 
The serious problems we face in America are deeply rooted in our deteriorating family structure, the 
weakening foundations of our cherished intuitions and our tolerance in allowing a bloated, over-
reaching federal government to continue to steal our personal liberty on a daily basis. Until we 
seriously confront those issues with real solutions, America will continue to falter.
 
I'm Available
 
It is an honor and a privilege to serve you in Columbia. If you need help navigating state government, 
or have any thoughts or concerns about what we are doing, please do not hesitate to contact me.

In your Service,

Bill Taylor
803-270-2012 
Representative
South Carolina General 
Assembly
Bill@taylorschouse.com 
www.Taylorschouse.com 
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Photo of the Week

It was an honor to serve as 
Speaker of the S.C. House 
during the late evening, historic 
debate on removal of the 
Confederate battle flag. 

I substituted for Speaker Jay 
Lucas between the 12th & 13th 
hours of the marathon debate.
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