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`        March 23, 2016 

 

Representative Max Tyler 

State Representative - District 23 

200 East Colfax 

Denver, CO 80203 

 

Honorable Max Tyler: 

The Association for the Improvement of American Infrastructure represents leading 

companies that design, build, finance, manage and operate the Nation’s public-private 

partnership (P3) infrastructure. On behalf of AIAI members, we are writing to express 

our strong opposition to Senate Bill 16-123, which purports to address an issue of 

technology and tolling related to high occupancy vehicle enforcement.  

As written, SB-16-123 would have negative financial repercussions on the taxpayers 

of the state of Colorado. The initial impact of the proposed bill will be on contracts and the 

highway system under the jurisdiction of Colorado Department of Transportation and High 

Performance Transportation Enterprise.  The longer term effects will be on any existing 

managed lanes projects and would impact the financial feasibility on future potential 

managed lanes projects due to concerns over eligibility enforcement. The proposed bill 

would change terms affecting HOV eligibility, which is currently the responsibility of the 

Colorado Department of Transportation through its role in holding its private sector 

partners accountable for sound management. Changing these contractual agreements puts 

Colorado taxpayers at risk. 

While we understand the interest of the Legislature to address concerns about HOV 

eligibility, doing so in this manner threatens to severely undermine the very core of the 

value proposition of public-private partnership relationships which support enhanced 

mobility in Colorado’s most congested corridors. We encourage you to consider the 

negative impacts that imposing such legislation may have on Colorado being viewed as a 

leading market for infrastructure innovation relating to the delivery of government services 

for its taxpayers.  

Worth noting is a seemingly unanticipated effect on transit. The proposed bill could 

introduce vulnerabilities for marquis projects, such as Eagle RTD, as this system segment 

goes live. So too would other transit and transportation initiatives be subject to or 

vulnerable to post-contractual legislative renegotiation. 

We share in the desire to help Colorado remain at the leading edge of innovation, 

which helps drive economic growth for its taxpayers and working families. In that regard 

we strongly urge you to oppose Senate Bill 16-123, and stand to work with you and other 

legislative and business leaders to find suitable and mutually agreeable solutions to resolve 

any issues or challenges which may have an impact on the enhanced mobility of the 

travelling public in Colorado. Thank you in advance for your consideration.  

Respectfully,          

   

John Parkinson 

Executive Director 

http://www.aiai-infra.org/


 
  

 

 

`        March 17, 2016 

 

 

State Senator Randy Baumgardner 

Majority Whip, Colorado Senate 

200 East Colfax 

Denver, Colorado 80203 

 

Dear Senator Baumgardner:   

 

On behalf of AIAI members, we are writing to express our strong concerns with 

Senate Bill 123, which seeks to address an issue of technology and tolling related to high 

occupancy vehicles enforcement and the highway system under the jurisdiction of 

Colorado Department of Transportation and High Performance Transportation Enterprise.  

 

As written, SB 123 would alter the basis for contractual terms which have been 

negotiated in good faith in one of the state’s public-private partnership agreements that 

governs an operational public highway asset. The bill would change terms affecting HOV 

eligibility, which is currently the responsibility of the Colorado Department of 

Transportation through its role in holding its private sector partners accountable for sound 

management. Changing these contractual agreements puts Colorado taxpayers at risk. 

 

While we understand the interest of the Legislature to address concerns about HOV 

eligibility, doing so in this manner threatens to severely undermine the very core of the 

value proposition of public-private partnership relationships which support enhanced 

mobility in Colorado’s most congested corridors. We encourage you to consider the 

negative impacts that imposing such legislation may have on Colorado being viewed as a 

leading market for infrastructure innovation relating to the delivery of government services 

for its taxpayers.  

 

AIAI members are the leading companies that design, build, finance, manage and 

operate the nation’s public-private partnership infrastructure projects. AIAI has a strong 

interest in the growth of the US P3 market, and we would welcome the opportunity to 

discuss this legislation further with you. We share in the desire to help Colorado remain at 

the leading edge of innovation, which helps drive economic growth for its taxpayers and 

working families. In that regard we strongly urge your opposition to Senate Bill 123, and 

stand to work with you and other leaders to find suitable and mutually agreeable solutions 

to resolve any issues or challenges which may have an impact on the enhanced mobility of 

the travelling public in Colorado. Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

John Parkinson 

Executive Director 



 
  

 

 

`        March 17, 2016 

 

 

State Senator Bill Cadman 

President of the Senate 

200 East Colfax 

Denver, Colorado 80203 

 

Dear Senator Cadman: 

 

On behalf of AIAI members, we are writing to express our strong concerns with 

Senate Bill 123, which seeks to address an issue of technology and tolling related to high 

occupancy vehicles enforcement and the highway system under the jurisdiction of 

Colorado Department of Transportation and High Performance Transportation Enterprise.  

 

As written, SB 123 would alter the basis for contractual terms which have been 

negotiated in good faith in one of the state’s public-private partnership agreements that 

governs an operational public highway asset. The bill would change terms affecting HOV 

eligibility, which is currently the responsibility of the Colorado Department of 

Transportation through its role in holding its private sector partners accountable for sound 

management. Changing these contractual agreements puts Colorado taxpayers at risk. 

 

While we understand the interest of the Legislature to address concerns about HOV 

eligibility, doing so in this manner threatens to severely undermine the very core of the 

value proposition of public-private partnership relationships which support enhanced 

mobility in Colorado’s most congested corridors. We encourage you to consider the 

negative impacts that imposing such legislation may have on Colorado being viewed as a 

leading market for infrastructure innovation relating to the delivery of government services 

for its taxpayers.  

 

AIAI members are the leading companies that design, build, finance, manage and 

operate the nation’s public-private partnership infrastructure projects. AIAI has a strong 

interest in the growth of the US P3 market, and we would welcome the opportunity to 

discuss this legislation further with you. We share in the desire to help Colorado remain at 

the leading edge of innovation, which helps drive economic growth for its taxpayers and 

working families. In that regard we strongly urge your opposition to Senate Bill 123, and 

stand to work with you and other leaders to find suitable and mutually agreeable solutions 

to resolve any issues or challenges which may have an impact on the enhanced mobility of 

the travelling public in Colorado. Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

John Parkinson 

Executive Director 


	AIAI ltr to Colorado House March 23 2016 SB16-123 Rep Max Tyler.pdf
	AIAI ltr to Sen Baumgardner re SB 123 March 17 2016.pdf
	AIAI ltr to Sen Cadman re SB 123 March 17 2016.pdf

