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AGENDA - ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
February 7, 2016 – 10:30 a.m. 

Sleepy Hollow Presbyterian Church 
 

Recognition of Quorum  
 
Opening Prayer and Introduction - Pastor Bev 
 
Presentation of Annual Report - Sharon Adams, Clerk of Session 
 
Presentation of Financials - Peg Maclise, Finance Elder 
  Review of 2016 Budget  
  Approval of Pastor’s Terms of Call 
 
Election of Officers: 
 
 Recognition of Outgoing and Continuing Officers – Pastor Bev 
 
 Presentation of New Slate of Officers - Nominating Committee   
 
  Elders:  Doug Eisinger (Finance) and Janel Stewart (Family Ministries) 
  Deacons:  Kit Argilla (Moderator) and Nance Rosencranz 
 
  Request for nominations from the floor 
 
  Vote for Approval 
 

Presentation of New Nominating Committee  
 
Dennis Latta, Sue Burr, and Koren Grubb 

 
  Request for nominations from the floor 
 
  Vote for approval 
 
Birthday Money drawing – Linda Peltzman, Membership Nurture Elder 
 
Closing Prayer – Pastor Bev 
 
Annual Quiz – Carolyn Goodman, Outgoing Deacon Moderator 
  



CLERK OF SESSION REPORT 
 
Session for 2015 
Sharon Adams - Clerk of Session, Chair 
of Personnel/Nominating (Outgoing) 
Patti Vance – Mission 
Dennis Latta - Family Ministries 
Linda Peltzman - Membership/Nurture 
Peg Maclise - Finance (Outgoing) 
Fred Morfit- House and Grounds 
Jody Schmetz – Worship 

Deacons for 2015 
Carolyn Goodman - Moderator 
(Outgoing)  
Robin Abu-Aly 
Frankie Eakes 
Patty Eisinger (Outgoing) 
Nancy Elberg 
Marie Ongaro 

 

2015 was a year of growth for SHPC, with the attendance growing and new families 
coming to the services. The number of young children has increased dramatically. 

The successful Justice Garden is continuing and the rain catchment system has been 
installed and is currently full. The Church continues to explore ways to be “green.” The 
music program has expanded with the addition of the children’s choir, as we continue 
to enjoy the bells as an added musical enhancement. With everyone contributing their 
individual skills, the Church continues to prosper under the leadership of Reverend 
Beverly Brewster. 

Looking ahead, we have new energy to support our missions, new faces to meet and 
share our faith and bring joy to the world. We recently added a new administrative 
assistant and look forward to working with her during the coming year. We have been 
blessed this year with growth in every area of our Church, especially in Worship, 
Mission, and Family Ministries. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Sharon Adams 
Clerk of Session, Chair of Personnel, Chair of Nominating 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Finance Elder, Peggy Maclise, with Steve Derr 
 
WOW, what a pledge season we have had. We have raised $135,130 from 54 pledging 
families for the life of the church in 2016. This is close to 100% participation from our 
church families. With the extra incentive of matching funds by the Goodman and the 
Argilla families, we have surpassed our goal of $135,000.00. 
Thank you to all that have pledged. 
 
In 2015: 
 
*We continued to reach new heights with our Justice garden, again offered 
opportunities for our youth to build much needed homes in Mexico, and provided 
meals and dignity to the homeless through our support of the REST program. 
 
*Even with some unbudgeted expenses (rainwater catchment tank and Pastor 50% 
SECA reimbursement), thanks to your generosity, we finished the year in the black and 
didn’t have to dip into any reserves.   
 
*We once again reviewed the Presbytery's reports on pastor compensation.  Finance and 
Personnel (Sharon Adams, Nancy Derr) worked together and have developed a plan to 
move the church towards a pastor compensation package that comes closer to that of 
ministers of comparable churches in our part of the Presbytery.  Additionally, at last 
year’s Annual Meeting, we were charged with reviewing year-end finances with an eye 
towards giving Pastor Bev a bonus if finances permitted, and we were able to end the 
year by giving Pastor Bev a much deserved bonus of $1,000 that she can use towards 
her work study. 
 
* We welcomed the addition of hand chimes to our music program, a youth cooking 
program, a rainwater catchment system, and new drainage outside the pastor's office. 
 
* We maintain a prudent reserve in our Financial Stability Fund to offset emergency. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Peggy Maclise 
Finance Elder 



  



 

FAMILY MINISTRIES REPORT 
Family Ministries Elder – Dennis Latta 
 
2015 was a year of 
transition as our youth 
continued to grow up! 
Ryan Finnane, Sydney 
Greenlee, Carter 
Stewart, and Andy 
Eisinger managed the 
Sunday children’s 
program; mid-year we 
decided that the middle 
school group should 
stay in church through 
the sermon two 
Sundays a month to 
better understand what 
church is about. Katie Brendler became our Youth Director in the Fall after Charles Wei 
moved away in early summer. We held our annual Children’s Pageant in December 
and the annual Easter Egg Hunt (with about 30 kids participating) along with many 
other activities such as the Baigrie’s Botswana night, (two) game nights, Green Gulch 
gleaning, touring the Marin Sanitary Service Transfer Station & Resource Center, and 
establishing a wildlife sanctuary at the back of the property. Activities added in the Fall 
include yoga for Teen/Tween girls and a cooking session the 1st Sunday of the month 
for middle & high school kids to benefit our un-housed neighbors, thanks to Shannon 
Mong.  We also started a book club lending library, to lend and borrow books 
recommended by fellow parishioners. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dennis Latta 

 

 
 


